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l'ennemi du journaliste

MacLELLAND NETS 15 PTs, 11 RBs; McKEARY 10 PTs, 9 RBs; ROSS 11 PTs; SPEER 9 PTs, 10 RBs

Lady Cougar Cagers Clip Plainfield Cardinals, 56-55
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Senior Night” at Cranford High
School turned out to be a down-
to-the-wire thriller, after which
the hosting Lady Cougars bas-
ketball team grabbed a 56-55
victory over the 11-7 Plainfield
Cardinals on February 12.

The end came when Cougar
sophomore Cerys MacLelland
went to the line with six seconds
remaining and missed both free
throws, but senior Mairead
McKeary grabbed the rebound.
The Cardinals attempted to rip

the ball free, but after a scramble,
the buzzer blasted, ending the
game.

“When it comes to that end
time, you just have to get that
rebound. It has to be yours. We
wouldn’t have been in that posi-
tion [to win] if my entire team
didn’t push each other. I was
happy to get that so as not to put
more pressure on our defense,”
McKeary said.

McKeary, who finished with 10
points, three assists and three
steals, pulled eight rebounds, and
senior Kerry Wischusen finished

with four assists and two points.
“We definitely made it exciting.

The younger kids worked hard
for us, and it was a fun game
playing with them,” Wischusen
said.

What also made the game very
exciting were Cardinal seniors
Drew Winter and Breanna Spen-
cer. Winter bucketed 30 points,
including 11 in the third quarter
and 11 in the fourth. Four of her
five 3-pointers came in the sec-
ond half. Spencer finished with
20 points.

“Those two are playing D-1
basketball next year, so I couldn’t
be more proud of how our girls
defended them. Defense is what
did it for us. The first time we
played them, we were down, 22-

6, at the end of the first quarter
and we ended up being up by five
at the end of the third quarter,
solely on defense. Basketball
games are all about runs. They
go on a run, we go on a run and
it’s how we bounce back from
their runs,” Cougar Head Coach
Jackie Dyer said.

“We had to make sure on de-
fense that we kept talking to
each other, letting each other
know where Winter or Spencer
was. Communication is a big part
of how we stay with those girls,”
McKeary said.

MacLelland really turned on the
burners in the second half, by
netting 13 of her team-leading 15
points. She also had 10 rebounds,
two blocks and five assists.

“Cerys is a big threat, because
she’s a guard spot but has really
good post moves, so it makes it

hard to defend that. She had five
assists. She realized from half-
time that she needed to score a
little bit more,” Coach Dyer said.

“She really does work hard, gets
those rebounds and puts them
back up for us,” Wischusen said.

Bela Speers scored eight of her
nine points in the first half, but
she was also very influential un-
der the boards with 10 rebounds,
a pair of blocks and three steals.
Sophomore Lyndsey Pace got into
the act with five rebounds, five
points, a steal and two assists.
Sophomore Sarah Ross banged
three 3-pointers and finished with
11 points. Junior Erin Meixner
contributed four points and two
rebounds.

“A lot of my team is very young,
but you would never know by
how they don’t back down. They
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