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Lady Cougars Clip Cardinal Cagers, 56-55
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Blue Devil Boys Win Section, Girls Get Upset
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

would win the meet,” Knight said.
Amazing fact: This will be the first

time since 2004 that the WHS girls
weren’t in the state title meet. In fact,
since 1995 WHS has appeared in all
but three of the 20 finals.

As usual, seniors Sarah Cronin (200
and 500 free) and Baldwin (50 and
100 free) won their races. And they
teamed with Courtney Day and Gwyn
Devin to win the 200 free relay by a
touch. With Basil’s win, WHS won
six of the 11 events. Depth is usually
WHS’s strength, but Friday it was
Hunterdon’s also.

The meet’s major moment, of many
major moments, might have been the
first event, the 200 medley relay. Both
teams loaded up, even though there
were 10 more events to be swum, to
try and get some early momentum.
There would still be 10 events after it,
but the difference was less than a
second.

Baldwin swam the leadoff back-
stroke leg for Westfield, while star
Holly Christianson swam the anchor
leg for Central. Westfield – with Gwyn
Devin, Erika Daniel and Julia
Dimontopolous – clocked a 1:49.12,
second fastest in school history, but
Christianson’s final 50 was amazing
and Central won in 1:47.45 – faster
than WHS’s school record. Emotions
were so high that Westfield’s ‘B’ re-
lay of Caroline Basil, Amy West,
Audrey Bangs and Allie McBrearty
clocked a 1:52.54, a fraction of a
second slower than WHS’s winning
time at 1982 states!

Central was 2-3-4 in the 200 free
and 1-2 in the 200 IM, despite Top 15
List times by WHS’s Basil (2:11.71),

West (2:12.84) and Daniel (2:13.17),
to have its biggest lead of the evening
at 27-19. Baldwin (23.02) and Devin
(24.58) went 1-3 in the 50 to cut it to
6, where it stayed after Daniel, Devin
and Shannon Pyle went 2-3-5 in the
100 fly. Baldwin’s first in the 100 free
(51.25) and McBrearty’s 55.09 (No.
13 all-time) for third made it 48-46
Central going into the 500.

Normally the least exciting event
from a spectator’s viewpoint, this
race was spectacularly exciting.
Cronin won easily, but Bangs, a
senior, and freshman Emily
McGann got things really percolat-
ing around the 300-yard mark.
Bangs was a distant fourth and
McGann sixth when they started to
push things. Bangs had just about
caught the second Central girl with
50 yards to go, and the two went
into sprint mode as the stands
erupted. The Central girl barely held
off Bangs, who had a four-second
drop to 5:17.08, No. 11 all-time at
WHS. McGann easily fifth and it
was 55-55 with four events left.

WHS won the sprint relay (1:38.36)
by a half-second behind Baldwin,
Devin, Courtney Day and Cronin, but
Central got the key third and it was
63-61 Westfield. Basil posted a huge
win in the 100 backstroke while se-
niors McBrearty and Bangs (less than
five minutes after her super 500) fin-

ished 3-4 as momentum, as much as
there is such a thing, clearly went to
Westfield.

That momentum lasted about three
minutes, as Central bounced right
back and finished 1-2-4 in the 100
breaststroke to tie the meet and set up
the final event.

In the end, Westfield won six races,
Central five; the teams each won five
events in team scoring, and the but-
terfly was 8-8. The meet literally
couldn’t have been any closer.

“Every time we’d do something,
they’d do something to counter it,”
Knight said. “They’re a really good
team and they brought it tonight. My
hat’s off to them.”

   * * *
Junior John Lindros won the 200

(1:42.57, No. 3 all-time) and 500
(4:51.67, cruising) freestyle races and
led off the winning 200 and 400
freestyle relays as the boys moved
closer to state title No. 25.

Hillsborough is known as an es-
pecially tough team in relays, but
WHS outscored the Raiders 32-8
there, going 1-2 in the opening
medley and 1-3 in the other two.
The winning medley was 1:38.78,
No. 13 all-time, with Dave Lindros,
Tyler Lessner, Stephen Husch and
Luke McGrory. The ‘B’ team of
Kevin Clauss, Dan Myers, Noah
Stiles and Austin Kreusser clocked
a speedy 1:42.09.

J. Lindros and Aeden Collins
(1:49.04) and Alec Penn (1:50.86)
went 1-2-4 in the 2-free; Stephen
Husch (2:01.85), Jack Rose (2:02.04)
and Dan Myers (2:03.00) went 2-3-4
in the IM; and Luke McGrory (22.56)
and Aram Barmakian (22.94) went 2-
3 in the 50 free for a 38-24 lead at the
intermission.

The good times continued for WHS
as D. Lindros (50.70) and Ryan Daniel
(51.00) followed McGrory’s 49.07 in
the 100; Collins nearly broke a bar-
rier in the 500 before settling for a 5
.94; and D. Lindros and Clauss went
54.45 and 54.55 for a 2-3 in the back-
stroke.

Any hopes of a close meet were
dashed by 1-2-3 finishes by WHS in
the 100 butterfly, when Husch (53.15),
Tyler Lessner (53.76) and Barmakian
(54.57), and the 100 breaststroke by
Lessner (1:2.35), Myers (1:02.80) and
freshman Stefan Crigler (1:03.12).

The win gave WHS a date Tuesday
with Morristown in a rematch of the
2009 state Public A final. Tuesday’s
winner advances to the state final
Sunday, 12:30 p.m., at the College of
New Jersey against the Mainland-
Cherry Hill East winner.

is a big part of how we stay with those
girls,” McKeary said.

MacLelland really turned on the
burners in the second half, by netting
13 of her team-leading 15 points. She
also had 10 rebounds, two blocks and
five assists.

“Cerys is a big threat, because she’s
a guard spot but has really good post
moves, so it makes it hard to defend
that. She had five assists. She realized
from halftime that she needed to score
a little bit more,” Coach Dyer said.

“She really does work hard, gets
those rebounds and puts them back
up for us,” Wischusen said.

Bela Speers scored eight of her
nine points in the first half, but she
was also very influential under the
boards with 10 rebounds, a pair of
blocks and three steals. Sophomore
Lyndsey Pace got into the act with
five rebounds, five points, a steal and
two assists. Sophomore Sarah Ross
banged three 3-pointers and finished
with 11 points. Junior Erin Meixner
contributed four points and two re-
bounds.

“A lot of my team is very young,
but you would never know by how
they don’t back down. They are very
aggressive, they are hustling, they are
playing up there with the rest,” Coach

Dyer said.
The Cougars and the Cardinals were

knotted, 14-14, at the end of the first
quarter, but six of the Cougars’ seven
scores came by way of assists. Five
more assists helped the Cougars take
a 29-23 lead at the half. Ross, with
assists from MacLelland and
McKeary, sank two of her 3-pointers
in the quarter.

“That’s definitely what we focus
on as a team. We are always looking
to pass off and get a good assist,
especially if we are not open for the
shot. We had many assists. That’s
pretty normal for us,” Wischusen said.

However both teams experienced
passing problems in the first half
which led to steals. The Cardinals
won the third quarter, 18-13, to nar-
row the Cougars’ lead to 42-41 then
they knotted to score, 47-47, with
5:10 remaining. The Cougars settled
down. In the final minute, Ross nailed
her third 3-pointer and MacLelland
rolled in a lay-up, was fouled and
sank the free throw. Winter sank a 3-
pointer then the Cardinals were forced
to foul MacLelland to set the stage for
the exciting finale.

“I think at the beginning of the
game everyone’s nerves are high.
Everyone is more pumped up. It’s

hard to stay calm with the other team
pressuring you. It’s normal for turn-
overs to occur and steals to happen,
but I am really proud of my team. We
settled in and started playing our
game,” McKeary said.
Plainfield 14   9 18 14 55
Cranford 14 15 13 14 56

Raider Matmen Sink Neptune,
Overwhelmed by Ocean Twp
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School wrestling team sank Nep-
tune, 60-18, then was overwhelmed
by Ocean Township, 53-16, on Feb-
ruary 15. The 16-11 Raiders won 11
of the 14 bouts against Neptune but
won only three bouts against Ocean
Township.

Neptune received forfeits at 106-
lbs and 113-lbs and won by fall at
152-lbs. Raider Owen Martin pinned
Sean Trinh in 2:49 at 120-lbs and
Nadin Korkmaz pinned Jordan Carey
in 2:53 at 126-lbs. JT Beirne defeated
Nick Santiago, 12-6, at 132-lbs and
Tom Cunningham pinned Alex Cortez
in 4:21 at 138-lbs. Brian Lapham
pinned Burno Diaz in 1:50 at 145-lbs.

Dom Natale jumped up to 160-lbs
and pinned Leonard Shand in 4:36.
At 170-lbs, Alex Mirabella pinned
Mark Wright in 1:25. Matt Ridge
settled Nick Faber in 18 seconds at
182-lbs. After Zackary Miller re-
ceived a forfeit at 195-lbs, Dan Van
brunt defeated Zach Youngblood,
10-3, at 220-lbs. Michal Daszyk
pinned Ray LeBron in 2:11 at heavy-
weight.

Lapham pinned Jeff Andre in 46
seconds at 145-lbs in the match
against Ocean Township. Natale
claimed a 13-0 majority decision over
Carter Marquette at 152-lbs. Mike
Henderson pinned Mike Rodriquez
in 5:55 at heavyweight.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TURNING ON THE BURNERS...Cougar sophomore Cerys MacLelland, No. 33, scored 13 of her team-leading 15 points
in the second half and also had 10 rebounds, five assists and two blocks against the Plainfield Cardinals.

Probitas Verus Honos

Luppino Gets Second
At Group 4 Track

Westfield High School senior
Matt Luppino finished second in
the 1,600-meters at the Group 4
Track Championships at the
Bennett Center in Toms River on
February 17. Luppino crossed in
4:21.06 behind Nick McFarland of
Hillsborough, who finished in
4:19.92.

In the girls’ meet, Blue Devil
senior Gabby Stravach established
a new WHS indoor record time
when she placed sixth in the 1,600-
meters in 5:09.4. Erica Fischer fin-
ished 12th in the 3,200 with a time
of 11:39.02 and Stravach finished
14th at 11:51.45. Natalie
Marcotullio finished 16th in the
800 with a time of 2:23.72. Sophie
Goldschmidt, Jenna Helfand,
Brooke Schaeffer and Marcotullio
finished 13th in the 4x400 with a
time of 4:10.99.
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North Plainfield $230,000
Charming, move-in ready 3BR/1.1BA Col w/
many updates. Ideal location just blocks from
NYC trans!

Agent: Jocelyne Holden MLS: 3075313

Plainfield $275,000
This Sleepy Hollow Cape Cod features
fabulous EIK, 2 newer full BAs, LR w/fpl,
CAC, lrg yard w/patio & pool.

Agent: Cynthia Alexander MLS: 3102834

Cranford $339,900
Charming home features front porch, 4 Bds.,
1.1 Bths, formal DR, office, EIK, near to trains
and town.

Agent: Janice Tittel MLS: 3074774

Cranford $379,000
Mint Col w/open flr plan, dream EIK w/ ss
appls, 1st flr FR, 2zone CAC, hdwd flrs, mud
rm & rear deck.

Agent: Susan Wilson MLS: 3113436

Scotch Plains $679,900
Meticulously kept Split level in desirable
neighborhood! Updt kit w/SS appls & granite,
close proximity to all.

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3113595

Westfield $1,299,000
Exquisite English Col on nearly 1/2 an acre.
Many recent updts, MBR w/ new bath & lrg
dressing rm/WIC.

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 3082846

Scotch Plains $934,500
Elegant 5BR,3.1BA CHC on a cul-de-sac w/
circular drive. Wood flrs, 4 zone heat/2 zone
CAC & many updts.

Agent: Sonia “Sonnie” Suckno MLS: 3116436

Westfield $1,549,000
New construction by J. Gabriel Properties. 1st
flr bdrm & bath. Tamaques Park setting w/
over 4,180 sq ft.

Agent: Francesca Azzara MLS: 3026572


