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HUSCH, LINDROS WIN 2 IND; FLECK, CHANG 1 EACH

Blue Devil Swim Boys Glide
By Raiders in Semis, 119-51

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

No surprises were expected and
none occurred as the Westfield High
School boys swim team, the No. 1
ranked Public School in the state,
glided past Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
119-51, at Wallace Pool in Westfield
on February 11. The 12-1 Blue Dev-
ils won nine of the 11 events, includ-
ing all three relays.

The Raiders had no illusions that
they were up against possibly the
best Public School in the state.

“I agree and we get them three
times. It’s a nice rivalry, but everyone
kind of knows each other. It’s a friend-
ship as well, and I wish Westfield the
best of luck going on in the state
tournament. I thought our kids swam
really well all year. We put up some
great numbers at counties and a real
strong four/five [seed] match-up with
Ridge. We came here and came up a
little short,” Raider Head Coach Jess
Hulnick said.

Blue Devil junior Stephen Husch
was a double winner in individual

events, beginning with a sweep in the
200-Individual Medley with a time
of 2:03.8, followed by Dan Myers
and Jack Rose. Husch also touched
first in the 100-butterfly at 54.7, fol-
lowed by Raider Alex Skoog and
Blue Devil Aram Barmakian.

“I am happy with what I did over
the summer, because I did a lot of
training with my coach to practice
race situations like this to go the

2[00]IM like I did today and the 100-
fly. I think training prepared me well
for that,” Husch said.

Blue Devil John Lindros also won
two individual events, beginning with
the 50-freestyle where he ticked out
at 22.48, followed by Skoog and Blue
Devil Tyler Lessner. In another sweep,
Lindros won the 100-free in 49.78,
followed by Luke McGrory and
David Lindros.

Lessner took top honors in the 100-
breaststroke with a time of 1:02.04.
Raider rival and friend Jeff Peart fin-
ished second and Rose finished third.
Lessner, along with David Lindros,
Barmakian and John Lindros, won

the first event, the 200-medley relay
in 1:41.44, followed by Raiders
Skoog, Nolan Kearns, Peart and Matt
Marino. Blue Devils Kevin Clauss,
Myers, Noah Stiles and Austin
Kreusser finished third.

“I don’t like calling them my ri-
vals, because it’s really my best
friends. I love racing against them. I
always end up getting better times.
Jeff Peart and Alex Skoog always

push me, and Nolan Kearns. We are
extremely competitive,” said Lessner,
who grinned then added, “I would
like to give a shout out to my little
brother Jake. He will be swimming
on our team next year. I am teaching
him everything I know.”

Blue Devil Clauss won the 100-
backstroke in 57.91, followed by
Raider Eric Chang and Rose. John
Lindros, Husch, Barmakian and
McGrory won the 200-free relay in
1:33.53, followed by Raiders Peart,
Andrew DeBiasse, Henry Chang and
Skoog. Blue Devils Kreusser, Charlie
Baldwin, Blake Taylor and Aedan

OBLACHINSKI 17 PTs, 15 RBs; TROTTER 9 PTs, RAMOS 11

Cougars Hustle Past Raiders
In UCT Boys Basketball, 53-39

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense was more effective for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
boys basketball team than it had been
in the previous two meetings with
Cranford, but the 10th-seeded Cou-
gars took control of the boards and
used quick passing techniques to
come up with a 53-39 victory in the

preliminary round of the Union
County Tournament in Cranford on
February 15.

“They definitely improved from
the other two times we played them.
We got some shots. They didn’t knock
some shots down, which helped us.
We didn’t defend as well as we should
have. We were able to capitalize on
some turnovers, get a lead and then

hang on,” Cougar Head Coach Ryan
Huber said.

Senior John Oblachinski became
the primary master of the boards with
15 rebounds, a pair of blocked shots,
a tipped pass that led to a steal and
also led all scorers with 17 points.

“This is the county tournament.
Everybody comes to play. This is

J. LINDROS, BALDWIN, CRONIN DOUBLE IND. WINNERS

Blue Devil Boys Win Section,
Girls Upset by Hunt. Central

By J B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Last Saturday afternoon, less than
24 hours after his No. 1-ranked girls
team had lost in the sectional finals,
WHS swim coach Jeff Knight and his
wrestling-loving 6-year-old son Ryan
headed up to Morris County to watch
Hanover Park take on South Plainfield
in the Group wrestling tournament.

Even though, contrary to the popu-
lar cliché, the sun hadn’t actually
come out on this particular Saturday
morning, staying behind the snow
clouds, life would go on for Knight.
That’s how he rolls … not too high
after the wins, no matter how big; not
too low after the losses, no matter
how big.

His WHS girls team was ranked
No. 1 in the state for nearly four years
and took a 64-meet win streak to
Perth Amboy’s Raritan Bay Area

YMCA for Friday’s North 2 Public A
sectional final against Hunterdon
Central – a rematch of the 2013 state
Public A final. This time, however, it
was the Red Devils who had just a
little bit more and posted a wildly
exciting 88-82 victory. The loss also
ended a 69-meet unbeaten streak for
WHS, dating back to late in the 2010
season.

The WHS boys, meanwhile, were
eliminating Somerset County champ
Hillsborough 109-61 in their sectional
final.

The girls meet went back-and-
forth, with the Red Devils leading by
eight after the 200 individual medley,
but the Blue Devils tying the meet at
55 after the 4x50 free (sprint) relay
and upping their lead to 74-66 after
Caroline Basil won the backstroke.

When the teams lined up for the
final event, the scoreboard said 78-

78. But Central had all its guns while
WHS had used up Caroline Baldwin
in the other two relays. “We needed
to have 82 points going into the last
relay,” Knight said.

Central won the race by seven sec-
onds, so it’s a moot point whether
Westfield could’ve won the race with
Baldwin. All that mattered for Knight
was 88-82.

“There was some disappointment,
some tears on the pool deck,” Knight
said. “But really, there should only be
tears if you don’t give it everything
you’ve got. We swam great. They
swam great. You leave everything in
the pool, so there should be no re-
grets.”

Westfield’s power point total for
the meet was 5,041, the third highest
total in school history. “I really felt if
we power pointed over 5,000 that we
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FINISHING HIS LEG OF THE 200-IM...Raider Nolan Kearns heads towards the wall in his leg of the 200-medley relay
in the Section semifinals against the Blue Devils in Westfield on February 11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DOUBLE WINNER...Blue Devil Stephen Husch won to 100-butterfly and the 200-individual medley events against the
Raiders at Wallace Pool in Westfield on February 11.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DRIVING PAST A COUGAR...Raider Devin Glover, No. 5, tries to drive around Cougar Luke Christiano, No. 11, in the
Union County Tournament opening round in Cranford on February 15. The Cougars won, 53-39.
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