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Homeowners’ Associations
Bill Clears Committee

HONORED...Carolyn Seracka of
Scotch Plains was presented the Jean
and Paul Krauss Award in Somerset
County at the Freeholder board's Jan.
14 meeting. The annual award is pre-
sented to an individual who goes above
and beyond in working with youth in
the county. Ms. Seracka has been the
Green Brook Middle School certified
school nurse for over 20 years. She
was selected based on her dedication
to the betterment of the Green Brook
School District, its students, families
and surrounding communities. Ms.
Seracka has overseen numerous
events at school and is an active mem-
ber of the Watchung Hills Regional
Municipal Alliance. She also is an
advisor for the Health in Step Club, a
walking and social club for boys in
grades 4 through 8.

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Assemblyman Jerry Green
(D-22nd, Plainfield) to modify regu-
lations regarding planned real estate
developments and the homeowners
associations cleared the Assembly
Housing Committee on Thursday.

“Access to meetings, records and
information on ownership is the right
of every homeowner in these commu-
nities,” Asm. Green said. “This bill
would help to ensure homeowners
remain clear on their investment and
have a seat at the table when decisions
are made for their communities.”

The legislation, (A-469), would
make several modifications to the
laws of the state which regulate
planned real estate developments and
the homeowners’ associations formed
to manage the commonly-owned
property in such communities. The
bill would prohibit the mere titling of
common property in the name of the
association to be construed as dimin-
ishing the ownership interests of unit
owners in the common or shared el-
ements and facilities of a planned
community and require that the com-
mon property ownership interest be
equal proportionately to the obliga-
tion of each unit owner to pay for the

maintenance of the common prop-
erty, and that the sum of the common
property interests in the community
is not to exceed 100 percent or one, if
computed fractionally.

The bill also would require that
membership in the homeowners’ as-
sociation is inherent for a purchaser
of a home in such a planned commu-
nity. Under the bill’s provisions’ stan-
dards are set for homeowners’ asso-
ciations concerning access to records
and elections of members to the gov-
erning board of an association; elimi-
nate closed-meeting working sessions
of an association’s governing board
to reflect the similar law currently
applicable to public governing bod-
ies; and provide for a recall proce-
dure which would authorize the re-
moval of elected governing board
members.

The bill would direct the commis-
sioner of community affairs, who
provides oversight to the associations,
to distribute guidelines on the elec-
tion procedures and to promulgate,
within 60 days or so, any rules or
regulations that may be necessary to
effectuate the provisions.

The bill now heads to the Assem-
bly Speaker for further consideration.

Lance Will Return $80k In
 Office Budget to Treasury

WASHINGTON, D.C. – To make
good on his promise to cut federal
spending, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-
7th) has announced he will be return-

ing nearly $80,000 from his 2013
congressional office budget to the
U.S. Treasury for the purposes of
deficit reduction. Since coming to
Congress in January 2009, the 7th
District lawmaker has returned nearly one-
quarter of a million dollars ($271,000)
from his office operating budget.

“I have always tried to provide
the people of New Jersey’s Sev-
enth Congressional District with
the best possible constituent ser-
vice at the least possible cost to
taxpayers,” Rep. Lance said. “It is
my hope that this effort will send
an appropriate message to my con-
stituents that fiscal responsibility
begins at home.”

“Members of Congress cannot se-
riously talk about deficit reduction
without first operating their own of-
fice budgets in a fiscally conservative
manner,” added Rep. Lance. “At a
time when so many Americans are
tightening their budgets, I have made
every effort to do the same with my
congressional office budget.”

Muñoz Calls for Action on
Sick Leave Payout Reform

SUMMIT — Citing a report that a
Paterson police officer on paid sus-
pension for alleged sexual assault
may cash in $70,000 worth of unused
leave when he retires, Assembly-
woman Nancy Muñoz (R-21st, Sum-
mit) said there is no excuse for not
ending such an “egregious and costly
practice.”

“If this isn’t a wake up call, I don’t
know what is,” Asw. Muñoz said.
“This is everything that is wrong with
the system. How many more outra-
geous examples of these kinds of
ludicrous payouts do we need before
lawmakers stop this unconscionable
practice? For years Republicans have
been demanding the elimination of
these huge end-of-career payouts to
public employees for their unused
sick days, but Democrat leadership
refuses to take action.”

According to the media report, city
documents show that the Paterson
officer, who was suspended with pay
since 2007 for the alleged sexual
assault of a prisoner, is among eight
police officers and nine firefighters
who will receive more than $1.65

million in accrued leave days when
they retire.

“One of the reasons property taxes
are so high is that towns like Paterson
are stuck with a series of costly rules,
such as this, that increases the cost of
government. As the cost of govern-
ment grows, taxpayers are paying a
very high price,” Asw. Muñoz stated.
“We are now a month into the new
legislative session, and sick leave
payout reform legislation we have
sponsored has not even been sched-
uled for a committee hearing. Tax-
payers deserve to know why.”

Asw. Muñoz, who noted that New
Jersey towns are facing almost a bil-
lion dollars in liability, said sick time
should be used when you’re sick.

“If you’re lucky enough to be
healthy, that is reward enough,” she
said. “No one in the private sector
enjoys such an outrageous and ex-
pensive perk. It’s time to enact the
‘zero means zero plan.’”

Asw. Munoz is one of the sponsors
of A-158, which would eliminate the
practice of paying public employees
for unused sick time.

Bramnick: Feds Need
To Grant Waiver for
N.J. Salt Shipment

TRENTON — Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21st.
Westfield) has commented on a news
report that a 1920 federal maritime
law stranded a shipment of road salt at
a Maine seaport, while urgent requests
for a waiver to deliver the salt to New
Jersey were denied by the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security.

According to the report, federal
officials were asked for help con-
cerning a 94-year-old law preventing
foreign vessels from moving cargo
from one U.S. port to another.

“After the recent serious accident
on the Pennsylvania Turnpike, we
know the importance of having salt
to treat roads rises to the level of life
and death. We need immediate help
from the federal government grant-
ing the necessary waiver to transport
the salt from Maine. This shipment
will help keep our roads safe and save
lives,” Asm. Bramnick said.

Panel OKs Bill to Boost
Approach to Dom. Violence
TRENTON – An Assembly panel

on February 10 approved legisla-
tion sponsored to boost New
Jersey’s approach to domestic vio-
lence by taking a comprehensive,
coordinated look at current prac-
tices and identifying areas where
the state can improve its strategies
and protections.

Specifically, the bill (A-2163)
would create a 16-member task force
to review current law, practices, and
procedures in New Jersey concern-
ing domestic violence and abuse.

“Roughly a quarter of all women
in the United States have reported
experiencing domestic violence at
some point in their lifetime. This
begs greater attention from all lev-
els of government,” said Assembly-
woman Annette Quijano (D-20th,
Union), one of the sponsors of the
bill. “By bringing together all of
our relevant stakeholders, we can
create a more comprehensive re-
sponse to tackle this persistent prob-
lem.”

This bill directs the task force to
submit a report to the governor and
the Legislature no later than 18

months after the organization of the
task force with recommendations for
legislation and strategies to create
more effective and efficient policies
related to domestic violence and abuse
issues.

The task force would be com-
prised of the commissioners of the
departments of Children and Fami-
lies, Human Services, and Correc-
tions, the Attorney General, the di-
rector of the Administrative Office
of the Courts, the public defender,
or their designees; four members of
the Legislature, no more than two of
whom shall be from the same party;
and six public members, two to be
appointed by the Senate president,
two to be appointed by the Assem-
bly speaker and two to be appointed
by the governor.

The bill was approved 6-0 by the
Assembly Women and Children
Committee and now awaits consider-
ation by the full Assembly.

Bill Would Expand
Student Access to
STEM Programs

TRENTON — The Senate Educa-
tion Committee has advanced legis-
lation to expand access and student
participation in science, technology,
engineering and math (STEM) edu-
cation programs. S-225 would estab-
lish a competitive grant program for
school districts to support non-tradi-
tional and alternative STEM educa-
tion programs and instruction.

A 2011 report on STEM jobs by
the Georgetown University Center
on Education and the Workforce
found New Jersey will demand a total
of 248,250 STEM jobs by 2018, an
11 percent increase from 2008.

Under the legislation, school dis-
tricts would apply to win grants
through a program established by the
state Department of Education that
may be used to promote STEM edu-
cation and career activities, including
non-traditional educational avenues
such as participation in competitions
(math Olympics, robotics, etc.) hosted
by non-profit organizations.

Six districts would be awarded one-
time grants funded to a maximum of
$150,000 per district through the
competitive process. The grants could
be used by the district for up to four
years. Funding would be achieved as
follows: 50 percent contribution by
the state, 25 percent contribution by
the local school districts selected to
receive the grants, and 25 percent
through private sector contributions.

Bill to Reimburse Coll.
Application Fees to Vets

Advanced by Panel
TRENTON – Legislation to en-

courage veterans and members of the
Armed forces to pursue higher edu-
cation goals has been advanced by an
Assembly panel.

The bill, A-2019, would require a
public institution of higher education
in the state to waive or reimburse
application and transcript fees for
each veteran, member of the Armed
Forces of the United States or mem-
ber of the New Jersey National Guard
who resides in New Jersey and ac-
cepts admission to the institution.

The bill was released by the As-
sembly Military and Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee .

This message is brought to you by the Mental Health Association in New Jersey with Social Services 
Block Grant funding from the New Jersey Department of Human Services.

We will help New Jersey residents who have ongoing 
Sandy stress get the assistance they need by 

connecting them with professional guidance, counseling 
and substance abuse services. We’re here for you. 

WE CAN HELP YOU DEAL 
WITH SANDY STRESS.

Call us: 866-202-HELP 4357
TTY:  877-294-4356 | njmentalhealthcares.org

WESTFIELD AREA Y  
220 Clark St., Westfield ∙ 908-233-2700 ∙ www.westfieldynj.org  

Strengthening the communities of Cranford, Garwood, Mountainside and Westfield since 1923.   
Financial assistance is available.  

Without the Y, I wouldn’t have been able 
to recover so well from my surgeries. ” 

I have been an EMT volunteer for over 20 years.  I enjoy saving 
lives and need to stay in shape in order to do so.  In 2006, 
my cardiologist told me I had blocked arteries and I needed 
to do strengthening and cardiovascular exercises.   

I became active at the Westfield Area Y, taking both 
water and land exercise classes.  My cardiologist was 
extremely pleased at my progress.   

Then in 2010, I required bilateral knee replacements 
followed by two more knee surgeries.  I got clearance to 
come back to the Y, but then I needed a hernia 

operation … that’s five in one year!   

I am proud to say I have been back since March 2011.  I 
am thankful for the Westfield Area Y — I feel comfortable 
here and enjoy the people and staff.    

 

The Y provides the variety of land and 
water exercise classes I need to stay 
healthy and active and save lives too!  

THIS IS MY Y 
BOB BARRETT 

“ 

Take a tour in February and “spin the wheel” for your 
chance to win up to a $100 Westfield Area Y Gift Card! 

Try the Y! 

FREE 
WELCOME 

WEDNESDAYS 

2/26 - 4/2 Visit us now, during American Heart Month,  
and see why you belong where strong hearts 
make the difference.  

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Tax Appeal Process
Topic for Seminar

SCOTCH PLAINS — Concerned
Citizens of Union County is sponsor-
ing a seminar regarding real estate
taxes and the process by which indi-
vidual home owners can appeal their
residential real estate taxes in Scotch
Plains. The seminar will be given by
James Foerst, the principal of Spector
Foerst and Associates, a law firm with
offices in Millburn and Scotch Plains.

The seminar will be at the Scotch
Hills Country Club, 820 Jerusalem Road,
Scotch Plains, on Monday, February 24,
at 7 p.m. Mr. Foerst will discuss how the
assessed values of homes are deter-
mined, how they can change, the tax
appeals process (for example, how it
starts, what information is needed,
whether a court proceeding is required),
and whether homeowners can do their
tax appeals themselves or need to retain
an attorney.

Mr. Foerst will also discuss the munici-
pal revaluation process and, if time al-
lows, share his thoughts regarding the
real estate tax situation in Union County
and answer questions from the audience.

Seating is limited. Please RSVP to
concernedcitizensofunioncounty@aol.com.


