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Lance Opposes Debt
 Limit Increase

Mail-In Ballots Would Be Available

At Polling Places Under Bill

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Cerf Resigning to Take
Private Sector Position

New Jersey Education Commis-
sioner Chris Cerf is stepping down at
the end of the month to become chief
executive officer of Amplify Insight,
a division of the New York-based
education firm operated by former
New York City Schools Chancellor
Joel Klein, nj.com has reported.

Amplify Insight offers professional
and consulting services for teachers
to review student progress and gauge
students’ needs.

Obama Signs Order to
Raise Fed Workers Wage

President Barack Obama signed
an executive order last week raising
the minimum wage for federal work-
ers during an event at the White
House, The Hill reported

First announced during the
President’s State of the Union ad-
dress, the order will raise the mini-
mum wage for federal workers hired
under new contracts to $10.10 per
hour and the tipped minimum wage
to $4.90 from $2.13 per year, with an
escalator clause increasing that
amount in subsequent years.

President Obama will also ask
Congress to match his executive or-
der by increasing salaries of federal
workers whose minimum wage is
currently $7.25 an hour, The Hill
reported.
Republican Councilman Elected

Next Mayor of San Diego
San Diego Republican Council-

man Kevin Faulconer has defeated
Democratic Councilman David
Alvarez, 54.5 percent to 45.5 per-
cent, to become the city’s next mayor,
The Los Angeles Times has reported.

He will replace Democrat Bob
Filner, who resigned August 31 fol-
lowing sexual harassment allegations.

San Diego becomes the nation’s
largest city with a Republican mayor,
and Mayor-elect Faulconer will be
the only Republican to lead a major
city in California, where Democrats
hold all statewide offices.

Mr. Filner, the city’s first Demo-
cratic mayor in two decades, is serv-
ing a 90-day home-confinement sen-
tence after pleading guilty to three
charges of mistreating women, The
Times reported.

Mayor-elect Faulconer Faulconer
will be sworn in on Monday, March 3
to serve the final 33 months of Mr.
Filner’s term.
Harrison Mayor McDonough Dies

Of Heart Attack at Town Hall
Harrison Mayor Raymond

McDonough died February 12 after
suffering a massive heart attack at his
Town Hall office, according to The
Jersey Journal.

A lifelong Harrison resident, Mayor

McDonough was first elected mayor
in 1995 after serving for 17 years on
the Town Council. A Democrat, he
recently had supported Republican
Governor Chris Christie for re-elec-
tion.

Official Wants Probe of
PA Officers in Lane Closures
 Port Authority of New York and

New York and New Jersey Executive
Director Patrick Foye has asked au-
thorities to investigate the involve-
ment of Port Authority police offic-
ers in the George Washington Bridge
lane closures, The Record has re-
ported. His request follows news re-
ports that questioned whether some
officers at the bridge knew about the
political motivations behind the lane
closures.

In addition, MSNBC reported that
a police lieutenant at the bridge ex-
changed text messages with David
Wildstein, the Port Authority execu-
tive who ordered the closures and
who resigned in Decmember, and
drove Mr. Wildstein around on the
first day of the closures to see the
traffic back-ups.

The Star-Ledger identified the of-
ficer as Port Authority Police Lt. Tho-
mas “Chip” Michaels, a 15 -year de-
partment veteran. The officer’s brother
is a Republican lobbyist in Trenton and
former GOP legislative aide.

Walk to Washington
To Be Rescheduled

The 77th New Jersey Chamber of
Commerce’s annual Walk to Washing-
ton, slated for last Thursday, was post-
poned due to last week’s snow storm.
The annual walk will be rescheduled.

Sabrin Announces Candidacy
For GOP Senate Nomination
Ramapo College Finance Profes-

sor Murray Sabrin has declared his
candidacy for the United States Sen-
ate, politickernj.com has reported.

Mr. Sabrin will run for the Repub-
lican nomination to face incumbent
U.S. Senator Cory Booker in the 2014
General Election.

He ran for the U.S. Senate in 2008,
where he finished third in the Repub-
lican Primary behind former U.S.
Rep. Dick Zimmer and state Sen. Joe
Pennacchio. He ran for governor in
1997 as Libertarian.

Rible Bill Would Limit
Standarized Testing

Assemblyman Dave Rible (D-30th,
Wall Twp.)  has sponsored legislation
that would limit the amount of stan-
dardized tests administered to New
Jersey students. The bill would pro-
hibit testing other than assessments
mandated by the state and federal
government. Under the bill, school
districts would still be able to admin-
ister mandated testing such as the
NJASK and HSPA.

MS Voters Can Vote By
Mail In Bond Ref. Election
MOUNTAINSIDE – Union

County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi has
announced that a “One-Stop” ser-
vice is available for Mountainside
voters at the County Clerk’s
Westfield or Elizabeth offices for
the special school referendum in
the borough.

The special school referendum in
Mountainside, scheduled for Tuesday,
March 11, from 2 p.m. to 9 p.m., in-
volves funds for work on the Deerfield
and Beechwood elementary schools.

“Registered voters in
Mountainside may apply for a Vote-
By-Mail ballot for the special March
11th School Referendum in person
at either one of my offices, receive
their ballot and cast the ballot at the
same time,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “This
one-stop voting service is available
at my Westfield office as well as at
the main office in Elizabeth.”

The deadline to apply for a Vote-
By-Mail ballot for the March 11th
election is Tuesday, March 4 by mail-
in application. The deadline to apply
in person is Monday, March 10 at 3 p.m.

The Westfield Annex of the
County Clerk is located at 300
North Avenue East, Westfield. Of-
fice hours are 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays; 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. on Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays; and 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. on Saturdays.

The main office of the County
Clerk is located at the Union County
Courthouse, 2 Broad Street, Room
113, Elizabeth. Regular office hours
in Elizabeth are Monday through
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Vote-By-Mail is an easy, secure
process that has replaced the absen-
tee ballot. Voters do not need to give
a reason why they wish to Vote-By-
Mail. To obtain an application form,
voters can download the form at the
Union County Clerk’s website,
w w w. u c n j . o rg / vo t e - b y - m a i l
www.ucnj.org/vote-by-mail  or they
can contact the Union County Clerk
at (908) 527-4996. The Clerk’s
website also includes a video that
explains how to fill out the Vote-By-
Mail application form.

WASHINGTON, D.C — Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) last week re-
leased the following statement fol-
lowing House passage of legislation
to raise the government’s borrowing
limit until March 2015 without any
conditions:

“It is important that America pays
its bills in full and on time. And it is
equally important that in doing so we
live within our means. Unfortunately,
the President’s most recent debt-limit
increase request to Congress does
nothing to lower our national debt. It
is a blank check at a time when our
country is in dire need of fiscal re-
straint.

“For more than 50 years U.S. presi-
dents from Dwight Eisenhower and
Jimmy Carter to Ronald Reagan and
Bill Clinton have negotiated with
Congress over the debt ceiling. This
has not been the case with Obama
Administration. It refuses to come to

the table and work with congres-
sional Republicans to lower the defi-
cit and strengthen our country’s fis-
cal health.

“Today, our gross national debt
stands at a staggering $17.2 tril-
lion, which is more than $140,000
per American household. Since
2009, our national debt has in-
creased by more than $6 trillion.
The non-partisan Congressional
Budget Office this week said a grow-
ing federal debt increases the risk
of a ‘fiscal crisis.’ And U.S. Admi-
ral Mike Mullen, former chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said our
debt is ‘the biggest threat to our
national security.’

“President Obama missed an op-
portunity to work with Congress to
address the debt ceiling issue respon-
sibly by failing to include serious
spending reforms to reduce the defi-
cit.”

TRENTON – Legislation to
have mail-in ballot applications
for use in future elections avail-
able at polling places was ap-

proved February 10th by an As-
sembly panel.

The bill, A-683, would require
that mail-in ballot applications for
voting in future elections be avail-
able to voters for pickup at polling
places on Election Day. The bill also
would require that poll workers be
trained to discuss such application
instructions with an applicant, upon
request.

“Once the polls close, there is no
do-over,” said Assemblywoman
Annette Quijano (D-20th, Elizabeth),
one of the sponsors of the bill. “This
helps give voters some leeway in case
they are unable to vote in person on
Election Day. It is also convenient.
They can skip the trip to their county
clerk’s office and pick up a mail-in
ballot application right there at their
polling place.”

Under the bill, the Secretary of
State would make copies of mail-in
ballot applications for future elec-
tions, and instructions detailing the
process that an eligible voter must
follow in order to apply to vote by
mail in future elections available at
each polling place on the day of any
election.

The bill was released by the As-
sembly Judiciary Committee.
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Veterinary Tips

   Contrary to popular belief, a warm 
and dry nose does not necessarily 
mean that a dog has a fever, or is 
even sick. The reason why a dog’s 
nose is damp is because some of 
the tear ducts drain into the nose. 
There is only one way to tell for 
sure if the animal is sick, and that is 
by taking its temperature. Normally 
a dog will have an internal temper-
ature of between 100 and 102.5 
degrees. Anything higher than this 
may be a sign of illness. Pay atten-
tion to the dog’s activities. If he or 
she is eating normally, playing nor-
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it’s likely that no illness is present.
  Dog’s noses possess amazing
skills, including tracking lost people,

DOES A WARM, DRY NOSE MEAN MY DOG IS SICK?
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dog’s nose provides it with a lot 
of information about the outside 
world, and the nose can provide 
you and your veterinarian with in-
formation about the dog’s health. 
We recommend regular checkups 
for all your animals. We are true 
animal lovers and want nothing 
but the best for your pets. Our doc-
tors’ house calls last an average of
45 minutes.  VETdispatch Mobile 
Veterinarians, we are “The Less 
Stress Vets”.
P.S. Don’t worry if you’re a little 
leery about taking your dog’s tem-
perature. The vet will be happy to 
do it for you if you suspect illness 
is present.

Analysis Identifies Most
Dangerous Rds. for Walking

REGION — A new analysis from
the Tri-State Transportation Cam-
paign, a non-profit policy watchdog
organization, finds that in the three
years from 2010 to 2012, 442 pedes-
trians were killed on roads in New
Jersey. This is a slight increase from
the Campaign’s previous analysis,
which found that 440 pedestrians
were killed on New Jersey roads from
2009 through 2011.

Using federal data, the analysis
finds that, for the fourth year in a row,
Burlington County’s US-130 is once
again the most dangerous road for
walking in the state. Twelve pedestri-
ans were killed on US-130 in
Burlington County, with eight of these
deaths occurring within the approxi-
mately 7.5 miles stretching from
Cinnaminson to Willingboro.

Over the past few years state agency
leaders and elected officials have
taken actions to make US-130 less
deadly for pedestrians, including in-
creased enforcement of motor ve-
hicle violations through the Opera-
tion 130 Safe Passage program, which
began in 2013.

 Camden County’s US-30 (White
Horse Pike), with nine pedestrian
deaths, and Middlesex County’s US-
1, with seven deaths, are the second
and third most deadly roads for walk-
ing in New Jersey.

Also on the list are US 1&9 in
Union County, Route 22 In Somerset
County, US-9 in Middlesex County,
Route 36 in Monmouth County, Route
21 in Essex County

The Campaign found that arterial
roadways – multi-lane roads that of-
ten have speed limits of 40 mph or
more and with little pedestrian and

bicycle infrastructure — are the
region’s most deadly for pedestri-
ans. While about 15 percent of the
total lane miles in the three states are
classified as arterials, nearly 60 per-
cent of pedestrian fatalities occurred
on this type of road. In New Jersey
alone, almost 70 percent of pedes-
trian deaths occur on roads classi-
fied as arterials.

“In looking at the region’s most
dangerous roads a clear trend
emerges: whether they are classified
as arterials or local streets, roads that
are not designed with the needs of
users of all ages and abilities in mind
are without a doubt the most danger-
ous for pedestrians,” said Veronica
Vanterpool, the Campaign’s execu-
tive director.

The analysis relied upon the most
recent data available from the Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety
Administration’s Fatality Analysis
Reporting System (FARS) to deter-
mine, which routes within each
county had the highest number of
pedestrian fatalities from 2010 to
2012. The analysis excludes
interstates and other roads where pe-
destrians are prohibited and omits
those fatalities that occurred on por-
tions of roads where pedestrians are
not allowed.

County factsheets showing the most
dangerous roads for walking are avail-
able at tstc.org/reports/danger14/
index.php

The Tri-State Transportation Cam-
paign is a non-profit organization
working toward a more balanced,
transit-friendly and equitable trans-
portation system in Connecticut, New
York and New Jersey.

Lawmaker Wants
Public Office Forfeiture

Law Changed
TRENTON — Assemblyman Reed

Gusciora (D-15th, Trenton) is propos-
ing changes to the state’s forfeiture of
public office law so that it will readily
recognize federal criminal corruption
convictions. “The fact that [Trenton]
Mayor [Tony] Mack, despite his fed-
eral conviction, can continue to linger
in office is a debacle for capitol city
residents,” the assemblyman said.

Under current state law (2C:51-
2(b)(1), only those convicted of an
“offense involving dishonesty or of a
crime of the third degree or above”
warrant “immediate” removal from
office upon a finding of guilt. The
public official can only be removed
upon application of the county pros-
ecutor or state attorney general.

Asm. Gusciora is working on leg-
islation to make removal from office
immediate upon the finding of guilt
in either state or federal court.


