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guage in the proposed agreement
where, he said, the amount each town
pays could be modified based on
changes in each town’s tax base.

“Scotch Plains has a number of big
pieces of properties in town that could
be developed that would increase our
tax base from a commercial ratable
perspective, but it wouldn’t really
increase the cost of policing. To me
that represents unlimited risk. We
could wind up paying 100 percent of
the costs based on potential develop-
ment down the line,” he said. “Where
as Fanwood has a very limited oppor-
tunity for development and therefore
their exposure in that regard would
be somewhat limited.”

He also said that while the pro-
jected savings for the merged police
department is estimated at $700,000
annually for the township, a “whole
new government entity would be cre-
ated” with its own professionals such
as attorneys, which could hike the
department’s budget as the depart-
ment would not be under the state’s 2-
percent cap on tax levy increases. “We
have to pay whatever bill is presented
to us,” he said. Mr. Vastine said he
fears this could result in a “very unbal-
anced spin of the taxpayers’ money
towards the police department versus
other departments that might need it.”

He said even if the department were
to keep increases at 2-percent annu-
ally, increases “without check could
become very difficult for the town to
absorb over time.”

Mr. Vastine disagreed with Mayor
Glover, who said the Joint Meeting
would produce the most savings. Mr.
Vastine said the “traditional merger”
where Scotch Plains would likely ab-
sorb the Fanwood Police Department
would save the town the most money
as the department would than fall un-
der the statutory 2 percent cap. The
councilman favors this option.

He said he would hope Fanwood
would be willing to consider all
other options and not just the Joint
Meeting structure. A third option
would have Fanwood dissolve its
department and sign a contract with
Scotch Plains or another town to
operate the department through a
shared-services agreement.

Mr. Vastine also said he would
like police benevolent associations
and rank and file officers involved
in the process. “Because any one of
those entities saying no makes the
whole thing not work,” he said.

On Mayor Glover’s comment of
the 2013 Scotch Plains municipal
taxes being the lowest tax increase
in 10 years, Mr. Vastine said, “That
was arrived at through what I be-
lieve to be one-year budget tricks.”
He said $100,000 was taken from
the sewer utility, money was taken
from the township’s reserve fund
known as the fund balance, and the
library budget was cut. He said the
township now faces the prospect of
having to go into its fund balance as
well as the potential for municipal

tax increases over the next few
years. The sewer tax also will have
to be increased to replenish money
taken out of the utility’s fund bal-
ance.

“We are hoping to mitigate it (tax
increase) as much as possible...but
the majority of the council last year
created the problem and now we’ve
got to deal with it,” Mr. Vastine
said.

He said snow-removal costs and
contractual obligations will impact
the 2014 municipal budget. He said
60 percent the township’s outstand-
ing debt will be retired in 2017. He
said keeping the tax rate too low in
2013 could impact the township’s
bond rating in future years on new
projects when new bonds are
floated.

Mr. Vastine also pointed out that
costs to run TV34 have increased
because the township hired an out-
side provider to run the station as
opposed to utilizing volunteers as
was done in the past. He said he
believes most of the station’s broad-
cast problems were due to equip-
ment upgrades that were needed
and not the management of the sta-
tion. He would like the station to
expand broadcasts of religious ser-
vices to other houses of worship,
noting that Mass at Saint
Bartholomew the Apostle Roman
Catholic Church is now being
broadcast on TV34.

In terms of the new AM radio
frequency being shared by Scotch
Plains and Fanwood for emergency
communications, the councilman
said the station only reaches about
five square miles of the township, or
a little more than half of the town,
although it covers all of Fanwood.

“I’m not real convinced of the
benefit cost analysis that this AM
station provides us,” he said.

Addressing the downtown, Mr.
Vastine said he disagrees with the
mayor that all the downtown needs
is more foot traffic. He said car
shows and craft shows “will not
fundamentally address the issue that
our downtown faces, which is it
laid out properly?” such as the use
of public land and types of busi-
nesses in the downtown.

Mr. Vastine has proposed creat-
ing an ad hoc committee that would
bring together the township’s pro-
fessional planners, property own-
ers, business owners and people
from the community to evaluate a
study that was done on the down-
town 15 years ago to see if it is still
relevant today.

He said he wants the ad hoc panel
to create a vision for the downtown.
“Is it renovating the facades? Is it
providing capital or grant money to
that? Is it developing the hedge
property?...Is it developing other
property the town owns?” he asked.

He said Mayor Glover’s proposal
on creating foot traffic “doesn’t re-
ally solve anything in the long term.”
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Oops, We Messed Up!#&!!

Some subscription renewal postcards for March were accidentally
mailed out last week with different names and addresses on the back of
the cards. Please renew and we will get it right. We manually confirm
everything.

You can check your customer number and RENEW month on your
newspaper mailing label as shown above. If any questions, email
business@goleader.com. We apologize for any confusion. 908 232-4407

government and regulatory affairs
manager for the Comcast Cable
Company addressed the audience
as the borough was holding a pub-
lic hearing for the renewal of the
Comcast contract coming up in
August.

Ms. Adams noted that part of the
negotiations practice was for the
borough to review if the cable ma-
terials used have met with appli-
cable laws, has the borough been
served properly with the signal qual-
ity, has Comcast Cable met criteria
for standard business practices and
if Comcast has reasonably met the
cable needs of the community.

The meeting was then opened to
the public for questions or com-
ments regarding Comcast Cable.
After no one from the public had
anything to say, both Mayor Mahr
and Ms. Adams noted that negotia-
tions for the contract would then
“continue.”

In other business, Councilman
Russell Huegel thanked all of the
Department of Public Works Em-
ployees for their hard work during
the past six weeks of snow removal.
He noted that since January the
department has plowed 55 inches
of snow and worked over 1,300
man hours. He also stated that the
borough has recently “received a
new shipment of salt.”

Fanwood resident Thomas Lewis
asked the Mayor and council if there
was an ordinance regarding snow
removal from sidewalks. He was
then told that yes an ordinance does
exist stating that “residents must
remove snow from their sidewalks
within 48 hours of a snow storm.”

Library Board member Katherine
Balch addressed the audience thank-
ing borough residents for their gen-
erosity in reaching the $10,000 goal
in a recent library fundraiser called
“Closing the Gap” that was only
launched in December. Ms. Balch
stated that because of the dedica-
tion of Fanwood residents the li-
brary will “purchase new books and
materials and can beef up technol-
ogy.” She concluded by adding, “our
residents put their money where
their mouth is.”

Library liaison, Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell, also noted that
there would also be some building
upgrades to the library and that the
library board had recently received
seven different architectural bids
for the work. She then added that
starting Saturday, March 1, the li-
brary will be open every Sunday
from 1 to 4 p.m.

The next council meeting for the
borough will take place in March.
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serve the 200-year-old building at
Scotch Hills Country Club, for-
merly known as the Shady Rest
Golf and Country Club, which was
the country’s first African-Ameri-
can owned and operated country
club. An historical architect is cur-
rently evaluating the condition of
the building, its roof and its foun-
dation, and Mr. Giaimis said on
Tuesday that the final report had
not yet been completed. Once town-
ship officials receive it, then “we’ll
decide how to proceed.”

Mayor Glover said he had been
under the impression since last fall
— when the contract for the study
was approved — that the roof would
be the first thing to be addressed
and repaired. He pointed to the large
amount of snow and ice on the roof
and worried that it could collapse
under the weight. “My clear under-
standing,” the mayor said, was that
the matter of the building’s roof
would be “isolated” from the rest of
the building. Mr. Giaimis main-
tained that the architect’s report
would be digested in full before
decisions on how to proceed were
made. Councilman William Vastine
said he did not recall assigning the
historical architect or any other
person “the separate task” of pro-
viding a quote for the repair of the
building’s roof.
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Rush Holt Announces
Retirement From Congress

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep. Rush
Holt (D-12th), whose district includes
all of Fanwood and most of Scotch
Plains, announced Tuesday that he will
not seek a ninth term in Congress. He
released the following statement. The
two towns just joined the district last
year following redistricting.

“Today I am announcing that I will
not seek re-election to the U.S. House
of Representatives...I started my career
as a scientist and teacher. I have in my
life sought many ways to serve, and I
will remain involved and will contrib-
ute to our community to whom I owe so
much. I am proud of my service in the
House and am pleased to point to ac-
complishments in policy areas and in
service to individuals in central New
Jersey.

“There is no hidden motive for my
decision. As friends who have worked
with me know, I have never thought
that the primary purpose of my work
was re-election and I have never in-
tended to make service in the House

my entire career. For a variety of rea-
sons, personal and professional, all of
them positive and optimistic, the end of
this year seems to me to be the right
time to step aside and ask the voters to
select the next representative.”

According to a report in The Hill,
physician Alieta Eck, a Republican from
Somerset County, who lost to Steve
Lonegan in the GOP Primary for the
Unites States Senate last year, and
Democratic State Senator Linda
Greenstein (D-14th, Cranbury) are
said to be interested running for the
seat as is Mercer County Executive
Brian Hughes, the son of two-time
Gov. Richard J. Hughes.

The report also listed possible can-
didates as state Assemblymen
Upendra Chivukula (D-17th,
Somerset), Daniel Benson (D-14th,
Hamilton Square), and Wayne
DeAngelo (D-14th, Hamilton), as
well as Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22nd, Scotch Plains), and
former Edison Mayor Jun Choi.

Garwood BOE Adds Makeup
Days Due to Snow Storms

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The finance commit-
tee of the board of education (BOE)
will convene Saturday to devise its
budget for the 2014-2015 school year,
panel Chairwoman Susan Groning
announced at Tuesday’s monthly
BOE meeting.

The panel must stay within 2 per-
cent of last year’s $8.5-million expen-
diture – with exceptions for items
such as special education and em-
ployee health insurance – to avoid a
voter referendum on the blueprint.

“We meet Saturday to go through
all of our finances,” Ms. Groning said.
“We’ll see what line items we need to
increase, as well as where we’ll need
to cut in order to stay within our 2-
percent cap.”

The budget must be presented for
approval to county officials by Thurs-
day, March 20, she said, and if it
passes there, must be adopted by the
Garwood BOE and presented pub-
licly on Tuesday, April 29.

Last year’s budget included a
$192,000 tax increase, which
amounted to $95.33 per $100,000 of
assessed home value.

The snow that has tested the pa-
tience of Garwood residents also has
taken its toll on the school calendar,
requiring the board to approve a change
Tuesday to hold classes on Monday,
April 21, the day after Easter.

Winter storms have forced the school
to close five times. The original calen-
dar had three “snow days” built into it,
all of which have been used. School
was open Friday, February 14, origi-
nally scheduled as a day off, and April
21 will account for the fifth canceled
day due to snow.

If further cancellations are neces-
sary, Superintendent Teresa Quigley
said the days will be made up either
during spring break, April 14 to 18, or
added on at the end of the year.

“It’s hard on the kids and staff be-
cause it’s inconsistent,” Ms. Quigley
said. “You’re in, you’re out, you’re in.

“All of these snow days have been a
tough call, because the snow is hap-
pening in the morning, but then it’s
stopping. But at what point is it a
delayed opening? Is it a ‘close the
school’?”

Ms. Quigley said she confers with
Clark school officials due to the fact
that Garwood sends its high-school
students to Arthur L. Johnson (ALJ)
High School in Clark.

“We’re all up at 5 a.m.,” she said. “I
try to follow what Clark does because
our students go there.”

In another ALJ-related matter, Ms.

Quigley said the Clark school will be
evaluated by the Middle States Asso-
ciation of Colleges and Schools in
March.

While not mandatory, she told at-
tendees at Tuesday’s meeting that the
assessment, “is a good thing for the
high school. It puts it under the micro-
scope.”

Clark officials already have pre-
pared 200 pages of paperwork for the
Middle States accreditation process
and if approved, it will be good for
seven years.

In other actions, the board approved
five people, Douglas Heintz, Meghan
Emmons, Lynn Tierney, Michael
Bither and Karen Bronikowski, as
substitute teachers pending a criminal
history background check.

The board also appointed Daniel
Burke as the boys’ baseball coach,
Dana Parkhill as the girls’ softball
coach, Armando Gonzalez as the
overnight eighth-grade trip teacher
and Peggy Weiss as the overnight
eighth-grade trip nurse.

WF Council Hears From
Architectural Firm

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD —At its regular con-
ference meeting this past Tuesday
evening, the Westfield Town Council
heard a detailed presentation pro-
vided by representatives from
Marchetto, Higgins and Stieve, an
architectural, planning and urban
design firm from Hoboken.

The firm proposed a residential
building situated on one and a half
acres to be constructed on the corner
of Central Avenue and South Avenue
West containing 70 apartment units
for rent.

Representatives from Claremont
Companies, a construction company
based out of Far Hill, were also present
and added to the discussion.

According to Councilmember
James Foerst, the council’s liaison to
the town’s Planning Board, the firms
have been in discussions with the
Planning Board about the project.

The impetus for these preliminary
discussions was addressed by Mr.
Foerst. “As many of you know, our
town has worked pretty aggressively
in order to comply with COAH (Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing)…as an off-
shoot of that, Claremont has come to us
with a proposal for one of our sites and
we asked them to present to the full
council to tell us about their project,”
Councilman Foerst said.

Fifteen to 20 percent of the apart-
ments would be slotted to become low
income affordable housing units in
compliance with COAH regulations.

Claremont Construction commis-
sioned Marchetto, Higgins and Stieve
to design the project and to present its
design to the town council.

Dean Marchetto, founding mem-
ber of Marchetto, Higgins and Stieve,
presented a slide show with pictures
of the proposed project. Before de-
signing the building, Marchetto
toured the town to get an apprecia-
tion of its architecture in order to
incorporate it in his design.

“One of the things our firm does is
try to design projects that fit in the
context of the existing area,” stated
Mr. Marchetto. “We try to pick out
some architectural examples of build-
ings that we felt would be a reference
to the design of the building.”

Mr. Marchetto stated the town’s
historic firehouse, located on North
Avenue partially inspired the pro-
posed building’s own central tower.

The over 80,000 square foot, four-
story structure will have thirty-five
one bedroom apartments and thirty-
five two bedroom apartment and in-
clude 122 parking spaces on the
ground floor of the building. The
parking lot would be hidden by the
facade of the building.

Mr. Marchetto anticipates the resi-
dents would be a mixture of young
professionals, due to the building’s
proximity to the train station, and
empty nesters who wish to remain in
Westfield while downsizing from
single family residences.

As it is currently designed, the
building will be 42 feet tall which
would require a variance from the
planning board. A building of this
type is required to be 40 feet tall,
according to town ordinance.

The building will not have any
retail spaces but will house a gym and
two common outdoor terraces for its
residents.

Michael Tobia, a community plan-
ning consultant from Morristown at-
tached to the project spoke on the
benefits of completing the building
in its proposed location. “This is what
we call ‘smart growth.’ We are going
to take a site right now that is
underutilized and improve it…When
I coach people on where these projects
are supposed to go, this is it,” stated
Mr. Tobia.

Mr. Foerst explained the next part
of the process for the planning board.
“After their presentation, it will then
be referred back to my committee so
no decisions will be made tonight;
none of the council members will be
asked to vote on anything,” Mr. Foerst
said. “This is a first step. It is an
information session and then we’ll
take it back to committee and figure
out if it’s something worthwhile for
the town.”

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, March 4, at 7 p.m.,
at the Municipal Building located at
425 East Broad Street. The confer-
ence session will be immediately fol-
lowed by the council’s regular public
meeting at 7:45 p.m.

SCIENCE FAIR…The J. Ackerman Coles Elementary School Science Fair
brought together students in first through fourth grades and hundreds of
community members to share and learn about science on February 12 in Scotch
Plains. Designed to inspire tomorrow’s great innovators, these six to 10 year olds
designed their own lava lamps, created eggs that bounce and even isolated DNA,
above. In its third year, the Coles Science Fair continues to attract greater
involvement every year.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SHAPING THE FUTURE...During the Educational Enrichment Foundation of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District Leader-
ship Training Conference for middle school students on Saturday, children
practice team-building exercises, top;  Union County Freeholder Al Mirabella
along with Sgt. Yeager of the SPF PD and Rich Rozycki of LTC, center; and
Phyllis Mirabella grabs the attention of the crowd, bottom.

thesis. Committee Vice-Chairman An-
thony DiBattista said the semester time
frame and the length of the study would
probably not coincide.

Committee member Matthew Juckes
of Fanwood said he would like to keep
residents of both communities of the
committee’s progress on Facebook, and
would like to see the committee have its
own website. Committee member Dan
McCarey of Fanwood said he is still
posting the minutes of the committee’s
meetings on a local Internet local news
site.

A local resident asked why the two
communities don’t just take a vote to
see if the residents wish to connect.
Eugene McCarthy, of the Local finance
board, of the N.J. Department of Com-
munity Affairs, told that a study would
have to be done about the effect of a
connection on local services and other
details, before the issue could come to
a public vote.

A local resident handed out flyers on
a meeting to be held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 24, 7 p.m., at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, 820 Jerusalem Road, on
the process of tax appeals. The next
meeting of the Consolidation Study
Commission will be Wednesday, March
5, at the board of Education offices,
located at the Evergreen School in
Scotch Plains.
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UC Prosecutor’s Office
Investigate SP Shooting

SCOTCH PLAINS – A man was
shot inside a home in Scotch Plains
Tuesday morning at approximately
11 a.m. and police are questioning
family members to determine how
it happened, according to a report
on nj.com.

The victim, whom police did not
identify, was in a residence on
Church Avenue when he was shot
in the chest and suffered non-life-
threatening injuries, police said.

According to the report, Police
Chief Brian Mahoney stated that
authorities do not believe the gun-
shot was self-inflicted. Police are
questioning the family members in
order to determine if the victim was
involved in a dispute.

Original reports indicated that the
victim may have been cleaning the
gun when it went off. That report
was found to be inaccurate, Chief
Mahoney stated.

Scotch Plains Det./Sgt. Brian
Donnelly told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the incident is
being investigated by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.


