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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FUTURE LEADERS...The Educational Enrichment Foundation of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood and the Scotch Plains-Fanwood School District sponsored a Leader-
ship Training Conference for middle school students at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School on Saturday.

Vastine Responds to Mayor’s
Comments on Merger, Taxes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Councilman
William “Bo” Vastine this week re-
sponded to comments by Mayor
Kevin Glover on topics ranging from
talks to merge the Scotch Plains and
Fanwood police departments to last
year’s municipal tax rate as well as
TV34.

During a phone interview with The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
Thursday, Mr. Vastine said he has
several problems with the way the
Joint Meeting structure was presented
as the method to merge the two de-
partments.

“If Scotch Plains is going to be
responsible for 75 percent of the fund-
ing I don’t believe it is in our interest
to give up what amounts to poten-

tially two-thirds of the oversight,”
said Mr. Vastine, who is a member of
the subcommittee for the police
merger, which has not met since No-
vember.

Under the Joint Meeting structure,
both towns would appoint a repre-
sentative, with those two individuals
naming the third tie-breaking mem-
ber of the board that will oversee the
new police department.

“Depending on who that is, we
could end up being a third of the
voice on how the merged department
operates and yet we’re responsible,
at least initially, for 75 percent of the
costs,” he said. “That represents to
me a problem as a member of the
Scotch Plains Council.”

He also is concerned about lan-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Consolidation Panel May
Apply for 503c Status

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Consolidation Study
Commission held its monthly meeting
on last Wednesday evening at the Board
of Education Offices at the Evergreen
School in Scotch Plains. The commit-
tee is made up of residents of both
communities interested in exploring
the viability of combining the two com-
munities into one municipality. The
committee chairman is Don Parisi of
Scotch Plains and the vice-chairman is
Anthony Di Battista of Fanwood.

Mr. Parisi asked committee mem-
bers to think about the committee ap-
plying for 503c (non-profit) status.
Since the weather was bad and many
members were absent, it remains a
topic to be considered again.

Fred Lange, a member of the finance
committee, said that he was speaking
with a board member of a large founda-
tion to see if the foundation would be
interested in funding the study. There is
no answer to that question yet. Eugene
McCarthy, of the Local Finance Board
of the New Jersey Department of Com-

mittee Affairs, advised the committee
that if they had that status(503c), they
would have to have insurance. Mr. Parisi
had already sought insurance quotes
related to the study and said he had
received one from the Hartford Co. for
$628.

Sarah Dreikorn of Scotch Plains,
also on the finance committee, said she
had been trolling the Internet looking
for possible organizations, which might
be interested in advancing money for
the study to be done. Some require a
percentage of the amount asked for
advanced as a fee, she said. The com-
mittee was not too keen on that idea.
However, Ms. Dreikorn said that put-
ting together a multi-media presenta-
tion, which could even include a video
might be a good tool to use when
seeking funding from a foundation or
organization. Committee member
Bruce Arthur, also a Scotch Plains resi-
dent, said he would be interested in
working on a project like that.

Committee member John Thomp-
son of Scotch Plains suggested getting
a Rutgers student to do the study as a
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Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ADDRESSING THE ISSUES...Scotch Plains Township officials and council
members address residents' queries at Tuesday's council meeting. Pictured, left
to right, are:  Township Manager Jerry Giaimis, Township Attorney Jeffrey
Lehrer, Councilman Llewellyn Jones and Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella.

Kim Broadwell for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BLACK HISTORY MONTH…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr acknowledges Treasurer Merlin Edmond, Vice-President
Raquel Lewis and President Tajah Williams of the Black Student Union at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School at the borough
council meeting on Tuesday night. The council passed a resolution declaring February as Black History Month in the borough.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fw Declares Feb. Black History
Month; Holds Comcast Hearing

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – In front of a siz-
able audience, a resolution was read
Tuesday evening at the beginning
of the Fanwood Borough Council
meeting declaring February Black
History month. Mayor Colleen
Mahr read the resolution alongside
executive members of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School’s
Black Student Union (BSU). BSU
President Tajah Williams, Vice-
President Raquel Lewis and Trea-
surer Merlin Edmond stood along-
side the Mayor as she read the reso-
lution, recognizing the extensive
civil, social and religious contribu-
tions made by African-Americans
including residents of the borough.
She noted that declaring February
Black History month dates back to

1976.
In a brief address, Tajah noted

civic work the student organization
has done in the recent past like
visiting residents of the Chelsea
Home in Fanwood over the holiday
season. She thanked the Mayor and
council for the group’s recognition.

She also noted that on Saturday,
February 22, at 2 p.m. at the high
school the Blue Diamond Step
Squad will be performing in the
new gym. All were invited to at-
tend.

In other business, Molly Adams,

Scotch Plains Council to Discuss
Changes to Form of Government

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council next month is expected
to discuss the township’s form of
government although it’s unclear
whether actual changes will be pro-
posed as a result of those conversa-
tions.

Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus
is seeking to have the governing
body talk about possibly changing
the way that the five council mem-
bers are elected, from partisan to
non-partisan elections. Although he
did not provide specifics, he also

said he wants to discuss “how we
elect the mayor.” Until 2000, may-
ors were chosen by the council to
serve for one-year terms; since then,
voters have directly elected mayors
to serve for four years. Mr. Marcus
tried to start the discussion at the
council’s regular meeting on Tues-
day, but his colleagues asked that
the matter be put off until the
council’s conference meeting on
Tuesday, March 4 so that members
could have time to prepare. Any
significant changes to the form of
the township’s government would
likely be subject to a voter referen-

dum.
The council awarded three con-

tracts on Tuesday, including a
$107,100 contract to Caffrey Tree
and Landscaping for tree removal
and tree trimming services for the
remainder of this year and a $31,900
contract to High Tech landscapes
for stump grinding services through
year’s end. The council also ap-
proved appointing Jersey Profes-
sional Management to facilitate and
coordinate activities for the shared
services coordinating committee
composed of representatives from
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education. Each of the three par-
ticipating entities will contribute
$2,200 for JPM’s services. Coun-
cilwoman Colleen Gialanella voted
against the appointment, saying she
objected to paying JPM merely “to
schedule meetings and write min-
utes.”

Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
announced that Carlos Luaces has
been hired to serve as the new full-
time director of the Department of
Public Works (DPW). Mr. Luaces
has “significant experience” in the
private sector, Mr. Giaimis said,
including work with a large paving
company that was involved with
many road-paving projects. The
new director also has experience
with auto mechanics and repair and
with landscape architecture.

In a related matter, Mr. Giaimis
said he is working with the DPW
and the board of education to ad-
dress residents’ concerns about ve-
hicle and pedestrian safety on some
of the streets surrounding the pub-
lic schools. One resident on Tues-
day expressed her concern that the
piles of plowed snow have left some
streets so cramped that only one car
at a time can traverse a street and
that people have been forced to walk
in the streets due to the piles of
snow.

At the start of the meeting, Mr.
Giaimis and Mayor Kevin Glover
disagreed on the first steps to be
taken as part of the effort to pre-
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Direct Trains to NYC
Finally Arrive In Westfield

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — Direct train travel
to New York City will be a reality for
Westfield passengers in less than two
weeks time…..as long as they can travel
at off-peak hours on a weekday.

Tom Morgan, senior director of rail
service planning at NJ Transit, an-
nounced at Tuesday’s meeting of the
Raritan Valley Rail Coalition that, start-
ing Monday, March 3, five trains a day
in each direction would travel directly
into and out of Penn Station without
travelers needing to change trains in
Newark.

The Raritan Valley Rail Coalition,
which has campaigned for many years
to bring about this landmark change,
heard that direct trains would operate
from Monday to Friday, stopping at
most of the stations on the Raritan
Valley Line.

Coalition Chairman Peter Palmer
welcomed the news, which he said
represented step one in a four-step plan
that would eventually see one-seat rides
at peak times, although he admitted
that this was some way off. Step two
would be one-seat rides in the evening,
step three would be one-seat rides on
weekends.

Mr. Palmer explained, “This would
not have been possible before now
because there were no trains that could
switch between diesel and electric to
get through the tunnel.

“We got the first trains that could do
this about a year ago, then some of
them were damaged by Sandy, so we
had to wait a little longer.”

Mr. Morgan said an additional car

would be attached to each train, mak-
ing a total of seven, to accommodate
anticipated extra traffic due to the im-
minent closure of the Pulaski Skyway
for renovation work.

“We haven’t run these trains with
seven multi-level cars before, and they
do use fuel at a higher level, so we will
be monitoring the situation,” he ex-
plained.

Mr. Morgan explained that this was
a pilot scheme and NJ Transit would be
watching closely to see how it went.

Ticket prices would remain the same,
although the journey would obviously
be shorter.

Council officials and residents of
towns with stations on the Raritan Val-
ley Line had traveled to Westfield in
treacherous driving conditions to hear
the announcement and ask questions
of Mr. Morgan.

Mr. Morgan was repeatedly asked
about the possibility of the trial being
extended to peak travel times, but he
said there were a number of challenges
that had to be faced before this could
happen.

One of these was that the tunnel
currently was being used to its full
capacity of 25 trains an hour at peak
times, but he added that regular meet-
ings were being held with Amtrak to
discuss the possibility of a new tunnel.

The Raritan Valley Line runs from
High Bridge to Newark Penn Station,
stopping at Annandale, Lebanon, White
House, North Branch, Raritan,
Somerville, Bridgewater, Bound Brook,
Dunellen, Plainfield, Netherwood, Fan-
wood, Westfield, Garwood, Cranford,
Roselle Park and Union.

Photo courtesy of Brian Walter
PARTY TIME...Brian Walter was a guest bartender at a fundraiser for the
Children's Network of Hope (CNOH) held recently at Molly Maguire's in Clark.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Frank Lettera, John Mcpartland (Molly
Maguire’s), Mr. Walter (Oh’Brian’s) Diane and Bob Coloney (CNOH), Hector
Rivera, Dave Bell and Doug Ragger.


