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Oops, We Messed Up!#&!!

Some subscription renewal postcards for March were accidentally
mailed out last week with different names and addresses on the back of the
cards. Please renew and we will get it right. We manually confirm
everything.

You can check your customer number and RENEW month on your
newspaper mailing label as shown above. If any questions, e-mail
business@goleader.com. We apologize for any confusion. (908) 232-4407

Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
FROZEN GIANT...A snowman towers over the neighborhood in the front yard
of a residence on Summit Avenue in Westfield. Freezing temperatures are
working in his favor.

because it’s inconsistent,” Ms.
Quigley said. “You’re in, you’re
out, you’re in.

“All of these snow days have been
a tough call, because the snow is
happening in the morning, but then
it’s stopping. But at what point is it
a delayed opening? Is it a ‘close the
school’?”

Ms. Quigley said she confers with
Clark school officials due to the
fact that Garwood sends its high-
school students to Arthur L. Johnson
(ALJ) High School in Clark.

“We’re all up at 5 a.m.,” she said.
“I try to follow what Clark does
because our students go there.”

In another ALJ-related matter,
Ms. Quigley said the Clark school
will be evaluated by the Middle
States Association of Colleges and
Schools in March.

While not mandatory, she told
attendees at Tuesday’s meeting that
the assessment, “is a good thing for
the high school. It puts it under the
microscope.”

Clark officials already have pre-
pared 200 pages of paperwork for
the Middle States accreditation pro-
cess and if approved, it will be good
for seven years.

In other actions, the board ap-
proved five people, Douglas Heintz,
Meghan Emmons, Lynn Tierney,
Michael Bither and Karen
Bronikowski, as substitute teachers
pending a criminal history back-
ground check.

The board also appointed Daniel
Burke as the boys’ baseball coach,
Dana Parkhill as the girls’ softball
coach, Armando Gonzalez as the
overnight eighth-grade trip teacher
and Peggy Weiss as the overnight
eighth-grade trip nurse.
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context of the existing area,” stated Mr.
Marchetto. “We try to pick out some
architectural examples of buildings that
we felt would be a reference to the
design of the building.”

Mr. Marchetto stated the town’s his-
toric firehouse, located on North Av-
enue, partially inspired the proposed
building’s own central tower.

The over 80,000-square-foot, four-
story structure will have 35 one-bed-
room apartments and 35 two-bedroom
apartments and include 122 parking
spaces on the ground floor of the build-
ing. The parking lot would be hidden
by the facade of the building.

Mr. Marchetto anticipates the resi-
dents would be a mixture of young
professionals, due to the building’s
proximity to the train station, and empty
nesters who wish to remain in Westfield
while downsizing from single-family
residences.

As it currently is designed, the build-
ing will be 42 feet tall, which would
require a variance from the planning
board. A building of this type is re-
quired to be 40 feet tall, according to
town ordinance.

The building will not have any retail
spaces but will house a gym and two
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common outdoor terraces for its resi-
dents.

Michael Tobia, a community plan-
ning consultant from Morristown at-
tached to the project, spoke on the
benefits of completing the building in
its proposed location. “This is what we
call ‘smart growth.’ We are going to
take a site right now that is underutilized
and improve it…When I coach people
on where these projects are supposed
to go, this is it,” stated Mr. Tobia.

Mr. Foerst explained the next part of
the process for the planning board.
“After their presentation, it will then be
referred back to my committee so no
decisions will be made tonight; none of
the council members will be asked to
vote on anything,” Mr. Foerst said.
“This is a first step. It is an information
session and then we’ll take it back to
committee and figure out if it’s some-
thing worthwhile for the town.”

The next town council conference
session open to the public is sched-
uled for Tuesday, March 4, at 7 p.m.
at the municipal building, located at
425 East Broad Street. The confer-
ence session will be immediately
followed by the council’s regular
public meeting at 7:45 p.m.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
DECADES OF SERVICE…Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi, right, presents a
proclamation to Bill Severage, left, at the February 11 council meeting honoring
him for 55 years of service to the borough’s volunteer fire department.SP-F Consolidation Panel

May Apply for 503c Status
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Consolidation Study
Commission held its monthly meeting
on last Wednesday evening at the Board
of Education Offices at the Evergreen
School in Scotch Plains. The commit-
tee is made up of residents of both
communities interested in exploring
the viability of combining the two com-
munities into one municipality. The
committee chairman is Don Parisi of
Scotch Plains and the vice-chairman is
Anthony Di Battista of Fanwood.

Mr. Parisi asked committee mem-
bers to think about the committee ap-
plying for 503c (non-profit) status.
Since the weather was bad and many
members were absent, it remains a
topic to be considered again.

Fred Lange, a member of the finance
committee, said that he was speaking
with a board member of a large founda-
tion to see if the foundation would be
interested in funding the study. There is
no answer to that question yet. Eugene
McCarthy, of the Local Finance Board
of the New Jersey Department of Com-
mittee Affairs, advised the committee
that if they had that status(503c), they
would have to have insurance. Mr.
Parisi had already sought insurance
quotes related to the study and said
he had received one from the Hart-
ford Co. for $628.

Sarah Dreikorn of Scotch Plains,
also on the finance committee, said
she had been trolling the Internet
looking for possible organizations,
which might be interested in advanc-
ing money for the study to be done.
Some require a percentage of the
amount asked for advanced as a fee,
she said. The committee was not too
keen on that idea. However, Ms.
Dreikorn said that putting together a
multi-media presentation, which
could even include a video might be
a good tool to use when seeking fund-
ing from a foundation or organiza-
tion. Committee member Bruce
Arthur, also a Scotch Plains resident,
said he would be interested in work-
ing on a project like that.

Committee member John Thomp-
son of Scotch Plains suggested get-
ting a Rutgers student to do the study
as a thesis. Committee Vice-Chair-
man Anthony DiBattista said the se-
mester time frame and the length of
the study would probably not coin-

cide.
Committee member Matthew

Juckes of Fanwood said he would
like to keep residents of both com-
munities of the committee’s progress
on Facebook, and would like to see
the committee have its own website.
Committee member Dan McCarey
of Fanwood said he is still posting the
minutes of the committee’s meetings
on a local Internet local news site.

A local resident asked why the two
communities don’t just take a vote to
see if the residents wish to connect.
Eugene McCarthy, of the Local finance
board, of the N.J. Department of Com-
munity Affairs, told that a study would
have to be done about the effect of a
connection on local services and other
details, before the issue could come to
a public vote.

A local resident handed out flyers on
a meeting to be held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 24, 7 p.m., at the Scotch Hills
Country Club, 820 Jerusalem Road,
on the process of tax appeals. The
next meeting of the Consolidation
Study Commission will be Wednes-
day, March 5, at the board of Educa-
tion offices, located at the Evergreen
School in Scotch Plains.

Vastine Responds to Mayor’s
Comments on Merger, Taxes

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Councilman
William “Bo” Vastine this week re-
sponded to comments by Mayor Kevin
Glover on topics ranging from talks to
merge the Scotch Plains and Fanwood
police departments to last year’s mu-
nicipal tax rate as well as TV34.

During a phone interview with The
Westfield Leader on Thursday, Mr.
Vastine said he has several problems
with the way the Joint Meeting struc-
ture was presented as the method to
merge the two departments.

“If Scotch Plains is going to be re-
sponsible for 75 percent of the funding
I don’t believe it is in our interest to give
up what amounts to potentially two-
thirds of the oversight,” said Mr. Vastine,
who is a member of the subcommittee
for the police merger, which has not
met since November.

Under the Joint Meeting structure,
both towns would appoint a represen-
tative, with those two individuals nam-
ing the third tie-breaking member of
the board that will oversee the new
police department.

“Depending on who that is, we could
end up being a third of the voice on how
the merged department operates and
yet we’re responsible, at least initially,
for 75 percent of the costs,” he said.
“That represents to me a problem as a
member of the Scotch Plains Council.”

He also is concerned about language
in the proposed agreement where, he
said, the amount each town pays could
be modified based on changes in each
town’s tax base.

“Scotch Plains has a number of big
pieces of properties in town that could
be developed that would increase our
tax base from a commercial ratable
perspective, but it wouldn’t really in-
crease the cost of policing. To me that
represents unlimited risk. We could
wind up paying 100 percent of the costs
based on potential development down
the line,” he said. “Where as Fanwood
has a very limited opportunity for de-
velopment and therefore their expo-
sure in that regard would be somewhat
limited.”

He also said that while the projected
savings for the merged police depart-
ment is estimated at $700,000 annually
for the township, a “whole new govern-
ment entity would be created” with its
own professionals such as attorneys,
which could hike the department’s bud-
get as the department would not be
under the state’s 2-percent cap on tax
levy increases. “We have to pay what-
ever bill is presented to us,” he said. Mr.
Vastine said he fears this could result in
a “very unbalanced spin of the taxpay-
ers’ money towards the police depart-
ment versus other departments that
might need it.”

He said even if the department were
to keep increases at 2-percent annually,
increases “without check could become
very difficult for the town to absorb
over time.”

Mr. Vastine disagreed with Mayor
Glover, who said the Joint Meeting
would produce the most savings. Mr.
Vastine said the “traditional merger”
where Scotch Plains would likely ab-
sorb the Fanwood Police Department
would save the town the most money as
the department would than fall under
the statutory 2 percent cap. The coun-
cilman favors this option.

He said he would hope Fanwood
would be willing to consider all other
options and not just the Joint Meeting
structure. A third option would have
Fanwood dissolve its department and
sign a contract with Scotch Plains or
another town to operate the department
through a shared-services agreement.

Mr. Vastine also said he would like
police benevolent associations and rank
and file officers involved in the pro-
cess. “Because any one of those entities
saying no makes the whole thing not
work,” he said.

On Mayor Glover’s comment of the
2013 Scotch Plains municipal taxes
being the lowest tax increase in 10
years, Mr. Vastine said, “That was ar-
rived at through what I believe to be
one-year budget tricks.” He said
$100,000 was taken from the sewer
utility, money was taken from the
township’s reserve fund known as the
fund balance, and the library budget
was cut. He said the township now
faces the prospect of having to go into
its fund balance as well as the potential
for municipal tax increases over the
next few years. The sewer tax also will
have to be increased to replenish money

taken out of the utility’s fund balance.
“We are hoping to mitigate it (tax

increase) as much as possible...but the
majority of the council last year created
the problem and now we’ve got to deal
with it,” Mr. Vastine said.

He said snow-removal costs and con-
tractual obligations will impact the 2014
municipal budget. He said 60 percent
the township’s outstanding debt will be
retired in 2017. He said keeping the tax
rate too low in 2013 could impact the
township’s bond rating in future years
on new projects when new bonds are
floated.

Mr. Vastine also pointed out that
costs to run TV34 have increased be-
cause the township hired an outside
provider to run the station as opposed
to utilizing volunteers as was done in
the past. He said he believes most of the
station’s broadcast problems were due
to equipment upgrades that were needed
and not the management of the station.
He would like the station to expand
broadcasts of religious services to other
houses of worship, noting that Mass at
Saint Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church is now being
broadcast on TV34.

In terms of the new AM radio fre-
quency being shared by Scotch Plains
and Fanwood for emergency commu-
nications, the councilman said the sta-
tion only reaches about five square
miles of the township, or a little more
than half of the town, although it covers
all of Fanwood.

“I’m not real convinced of the ben-
efit cost analysis that this AM station
provides us,” he said.

Addressing the downtown, Mr.
Vastine said he disagrees with the mayor
that all the downtown needs is more
foot traffic. He said car shows and craft
shows “will not fundamentally address
the issue that our downtown faces,
which is it laid out properly?” such as
the use of public land and types of
businesses in the downtown.

Mr. Vastine has proposed creating an
ad hoc committee that would bring
together the township’s professional
planners, property owners, business
owners and people from the commu-
nity to evaluate a study that was done
on the downtown 15 years ago to see if
it is still relevant today.

He said he wants the ad hoc panel to
create a vision for the downtown. “Is it
renovating the facades? Is it providing
capital or grant money to that? Is it
developing the hedge property?...Is it
developing other property the town
owns?” he asked.

He said Mayor Glover’s proposal on
creating foot traffic “doesn’t really solve
anything in the long term.”

‘’All these snow events and the freez-
ing; it’s been a horrendous year for
potholes. We’re trying to get to them
as quickly as possible.” Residents are
encouraged to e-mail or Tweet the
town on potholes that need to be
filled.

Mr. Gildea said the town has con-
tacted the county and state about pot-
holes on Westfield roadways in their
jurisdictions such as Central, North
and South and Mountain Avenues.

He said the DPW will go on a
“pothole blitz” to fill potholes once
the snowstorms have stopped. He
added that Rahway Avenue, from
West Broad Street to Grove Street, is
scheduled to be repaved this summer,
as is Westfield Avenue, from South
Avenue to Park Avenue. The town
has received state aid for both road
projects. He said the town will patch
potholes on both thoroughfares in
the meantime.

Also with rain expected this week,
Mr. Gildea said the town will be
monitoring storm sewers and inlets
for potential flooding due to drain-
age issues.

Mayor Skibitsky said he has been
in touch with other towns which, he
said, are having similar issues as
Westfield in keeping up with snow-
removal efforts while trying to fill
salt orders and keeping an eye on
their municipal budgets. He did say
Westfield’s downtown snow-removal
efforts were not matched by other
towns in the region.

The mayor encouraged residents
to keep up with snow-removal efforts
by following Westfield on Twitter
and Nixle.
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Photo courtesy of Brian Walter
PARTY TIME...Brian Walter was a guest bartender at a fundraiser for the
Children's Network of Hope (CNOH) held recently at Molly Maguire's in Clark.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Frank Lettera, John Mcpartland (Molly
Maguire’s), Mr. Walter (Oh’Brian’s) Diane and Bob Coloney (CNOH), Hector
Rivera, Dave Bell and Doug Ragger.
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Vargo, who recently became an Eagle
Scout, the highest rank in Boy Scout-
ing. The achievement requires com-
pleting a community service project
as well as demonstrating good char-
acter. Ryan’s community service
project involved significant renova-
tions to the landscaping at
Beechwood and Deerfield Schools,
including the installation of a new
flagpole and the construction of two
benches. In his acceptance speech,
Ryan acknowledged the support of
his parents, the example set by his
older brother, who also is an Eagle
Scout, and the many hardworking
volunteers who dedicated countless
hours to the Mountainside Boy
Scouts.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a $300 contribution to Project
Graduation and discussed how well
the Department of Public Works had
handled the many challenges asso-
ciated with the recent heavy snow-
falls.

UC Prosecutor’s Office
Investigate SP Shooting

SCOTCH PLAINS – A man was
shot inside a home in Scotch Plains
Tuesday morning at approximately
11 a.m. and police are questioning
family members to determine how
it happened, according to a report
on nj.com.

The victim, whom police did not
identify, was in a residence on
Church Avenue when he was shot
in the chest and suffered non-life-
threatening injuries, police said.

According to the report, Police
Chief Brian Mahoney stated that
authorities do not believe the gun-
shot was self-inflicted. Police are
questioning the family members in
order to determine if the victim was
involved in a dispute.

Original reports indicated that the
victim may have been cleaning the
gun when it went off. That report
was found to be inaccurate, Chief
Mahoney stated.

Scotch Plains Det./Sgt. Brian
Donnelly told The Westfield Leader
that the incident is being investi-
gated by the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office.

SP Council to Discuss
Changes to Form of Gov.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council next month is expected to
discuss the township’s form of govern-
ment although it’s unclear whether
actual changes will be proposed as a
result of those conversations.

Deputy Mayor Michael Marcus is
seeking to have the governing body
talk about possibly changing the way
that the five council members are
elected, from partisan to non-parti-
san elections. Although he did not
provide specifics, he also said he
wants to discuss “how we elect the
mayor.” Until 2000, mayors were
chosen by the council to serve for
one-year terms; since then, voters
have directly elected mayors to serve
for four years. Mr. Marcus tried to
start the discussion at the council’s
regular meeting on Tuesday, but his
colleagues asked that the matter be
put off until the council’s confer-
ence meeting on Tuesday, March 4
so that members could have time to
prepare. Any significant changes to
the form of the township’s govern-
ment would likely be subject to a
voter referendum.

The council awarded three con-
tracts on Tuesday, including a
$107,100 contract to Caffrey Tree
and Landscaping for tree removal
and tree trimming services for the
remainder of this year and a $31,900
contract to High Tech landscapes for
stump grinding services through
year’s end. The council also approved
appointing Jersey Professional Man-
agement to facilitate and coordinate
activities for the shared services co-
ordinating committee composed of
representatives from Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and the Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Board of Education. Each
of the three participating entities will
contribute $2,200 for JPM’s services.
Councilwoman Colleen Gialanella
voted against the appointment, say-
ing she objected to paying JPM
merely “to schedule meetings and
write minutes.”

Township Manager Jerry Giaimis
announced that Carlos Luaces has
been hired to serve as the new full-
time director of the Department of
Public Works (DPW). Mr. Luaces
has “significant experience” in the
private sector, Mr. Giaimis said, in-
cluding work with a large paving
company that was involved with
many road-paving projects. The new
director also has experience with
auto mechanics and repair and with
landscape architecture.

In a related matter, Mr. Giaimis
said he is working with the DPW
and the board of education to ad-
dress residents’ concerns about ve-
hicle and pedestrian safety on some
of the streets surrounding the public
schools. One resident on Tuesday
expressed her concern that the piles
of plowed snow have left some streets
so cramped that only one car at a
time can traverse a street and that
people have been forced to walk in
the streets due to the piles of snow.

At the start of the meeting, Mr.
Giaimis and Mayor Kevin Glover
disagreed on the first steps to be
taken as part of the effort to pre-
serve the 200-year-old building at
Scotch Hills Country Club, formerly
known as the Shady Rest Golf and
Country Club, which was the
country’s first African-American
owned and operated country club.
An historical architect is currently
evaluating the condition of the build-
ing, its roof and its foundation, and
Mr. Giaimis said on Tuesday that
the final report had not yet been
completed. Once township officials
receive it, then “we’ll decide how to
proceed.”

Mayor Glover said he had been
under the impression since last fall
— when the contract for the study
was approved — that the roof would
be the first thing to be addressed
and repaired. He pointed to the large
amount of snow and ice on the roof
and worried that it could collapse
under the weight. “My clear under-
standing,” the mayor said, was that
the matter of the building’s roof
would be “isolated” from the rest of
the building. Mr. Giaimis main-
tained that the architect’s report
would be digested in full before
decisions on how to proceed were
made. Councilman William Vastine
said he did not recall assigning the
historical architect or any other per-
son “the separate task” of providing
a quote for the repair of the
building’s roof.

Holt Announces
Retirement

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Rep.
Rush Holt (D-12th), whose district
includes all of Fanwood and most of
Scotch Plains, announced Tuesday
that he will not seek a ninth term in
Congress. The two towns just joined
the district last year following redis-
tricting.

The report also listed possible can-
didates as state Assemblymen
Upendra Chivukula (D-17th,
Somerset), Daniel Benson (D-14th,
Hamilton Square) and Wayne
DeAngelo (D-14th, Hamilton), as
well as Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22nd, Scotch Plains) and
former Edison Mayor Jun Choi.


