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GW Debates Management
Of Athletic Field Project

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – At the Garwood
Borough Council workshop meet-
ing on Tuesday night, the gov-
erning body discussed hiring a
construction/project manager for
the Athletic Field Complex (AFC),
police department pay raises and
snow removal.

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
stated he will draw up specifica-
tions for hiring a construction/
project manager (CM/PM) for the
$3.2-million Athletic Field Com-
plex, the latest move by the coun-
cil to finally complete the much-
delayed ball field.

Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma told the council she
had begun research regarding
the proposal. But before she could
proceed further, she needed di-
rection from the council on
whether to hire a construction
firm or an individual. She felt a
firm would be “more of the same,”
instead suggesting hiring an in-
dependent individual who would
answer to the council.

For the second consecutive
meeting, the proposal to hire a
CM/PM occupied more than half
an hour of discussion in work-
shop Tuesday night.

The debate included the defini-
tion of “employee,” “consultant”
and “contractor,” the hours the
person would be required to work
and suggestions that Borough
Engineer Don Guarriello’s con-
tract be amended to include the
duties. Ms. Ariemma said she
could not compose a “request for
proposal” (RFP) for a non-pro-
fessional service.

Construction of the AFC on the
south side of town was post-
poned two months at the start by
Hurricane Sandy and was to be
finished by mid-year 2013. But
weather and soil disposal issues
further delayed the project. The

latest completion date submit-
ted by builders Flanagan Con-
struction was Tuesday, April 1,
but Mr. Guarriello said two weeks
ago that Sunday, June 1, was
more realistic.

The discussion was sparked by
Councilman Louis Petruzzelli’s
comment that a CM/PM could be
in place by Saturday, March 1.

“To bring this project to an end,
someone, I think, needs to be
down there on a daily basis, put-
ting some type of, not so much
pressure, but just someone to
oversee it,” Mr. Petruzzelli said.
“It’s slow going down there.”

The question appeared to be
whether to authorize approxi-
mately $600 to advertise the
position, but the council opted
for Councilman Bill Nierstedt’s
suggestion to let Mr. Renaud take
two weeks to draw up the RFP.
Council President Ann Palmer
expressed dissatisfaction with
waiting another two weeks. But
Mr. Nierstedt said that with an-
other major snowstorm expected
Thursday, likely little more would
be completed at the site, and
therefore not much would be lost.

“March 1 or March 15; there
isn’t going to be much differ-
ence,” he said.

While Mr. Guarriello said at the
January 28 meeting that hiring a
CM/PM could cost into “six fig-
ures,” Ms. Ariemma said her re-
search indicated that hiring
someone would be more like
$25,000, based on a March to
July time frame, working eight
hours a day, five days a week.

In other news, the council
adopted an ordinance limiting
fences on the sides of homes of
corner lots to an “open” type
(picket, chain link, split rail, etc.)
and no more than four feet high.
The ordinance passed despite an
objection from the floor by former

Scouts. Eight dogwood trees have
been planted.

The Eagle Scouts also are plan-
ning to make a community gar-
den there. Other proposed work
includes repairing the fence on
the far side, cleanup of the left-
over wood and debris, planting
of trees on Arbor Day, building a
playground, and possibly having
Bocce and trails.

“Progress has been made to
shift other activities from Lincoln
Park and Sherman Park,” said
Mr. Gottesmann, such as soccer
for ages 3 to 13, and hockey and
golf for ages 11 to 17.

Additional trees are in the plan
as well. “We would like as many
trees as possible. Shade is
needed,” Mr. Gottesmann said.
The committee has approached
Dreyer Farms for a donation as
well.

Nelson Ditmar, a member of
the environmental commission,
said Cranford had a plan to re-
duce its impervious surface by
10 percent.

“Someone needs to figure out
where we are going to reach this
10 percent,” Mr. Ditmar said.

The township, he said, has had
“numerous opportunities” to uti-
lize its funds to purchase land,
and it has not happened.

He suggested the township in-
stitute an open-space tax. It
would mean increasing taxpay-
ers’ yearly tax bill $20 for the
average assessed home in
Cranford, he said. He stated that
236 towns in New Jersey have an
open-space tax. The public would
vote on requiring the tax.

However, should a municipal-
ity get reassessed, that open-
space tax will increase as the
assessments increase, accord-
ing to an NJ.com report.

The township assessor’s office,
Mr. Ditmar said, told him that the
tax would raise $165,000 for the
township.

The township committee gave
approval for sewer fee deadlines

to change to May 1 and August 1,
whereas they previously were
due March 15 and September
15. Chief Financial Officer
Terrence Wall said it would make
the process smoother.

Martha Garcia, a member of
the Downtown District Manage-
ment Corporation, asked the
township for an additional
$60,000 to replace pavers in the
downtown. This is on top of the
$30,000 it already has in the
budget for the purpose, but has
not used because of Hurricane
Irene. This would not be enough
money to complete the paver
replacement that is required, Ms.
Garcia said.

Director Kathleen Prunty also
said trees are pulling up pavers
and said they suggest pulling out
the trees.

The Corporation also asked for
$20,000 to replace eight gas Vic-
torian lights that are broken at
Eastman Plaza with LED Victo-
rian Lights, and $15,000 to re-
place lights under the Walnut
Avenue overpass.

The township also heard a pre-

sentation to change out its cur-
rent meter pay stations and stick
meters with a new pay station
system. The system would allow
users to pay by smartphone,
credit card, coins or paper money.

Each station would cost the
township $8,602 plus $1,211 for
solar powered machines; all but
two would be solar powered. The
stations in the garage would be
electric powered. There is an
additional $709 per station for a
modem. The cost for equipment
maintenance is $58,000.

The township currently has 26
stations. There were two pro-
posals submitted to the commit-
tee, one for replacing the 26 and
one to complete the whole sys-
tem and do away with stick
meters.

After a resident complained last
month about noise levels from a
neighbor, it was suggested by
Ms. Dabulas that the township
introduce a nuisance ordinance
that the police department can
enforce, as well as updating the
noise ordinance to comply with
the NJDEP model ordinance.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
NEW METERS...Cranford Police Lieutenant Edward Davenport unveils the
new pay station meters recommended for the township at the Cranford Town-
ship Committee workshop meeting on Monday. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

NJDEP Approves Cranford’s Birchwood Application


