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Two matches in a row came
down to the final bout within a
four-day span and the Cranford
High School wrestling team man-
aged to pull both of them out of
the fire, ending with a 30-28 vic-
tory over Becton/Wallington in
the first round of the North Jer-
sey, Section 2, Group 2 tourna-
ment in Cranford on February 10.

The 17-4 Cougars had just
nipped Northern Highlands, 31-
31, winning by Criteria on Febru-
ary 7 and were quite aware of the
talent the Becton Wildcats, now
14-6, brought to the table.

Bonus points were a must by
either team and it appeared early
on that the Wildcats were going to
get the lion’s share, while the
Cougars missed out twice on bo-
nus points in the early stages.
However what did go in the Cou-
gars’ favor was several stellar
individual efforts at key times.

But first with the match begin-
ning at the 170-lb class, the Wild-
cats presented one of their top
wrestlers with Nathan Bueno,
stepping onto the mats with a 28-
2 record to face Chris Kiame.
Bueno took Kiame to the mat and
pinned him in 1:00 using a tight
waist/half nelson.

At 182-lbs, Cougar Nick Ballas
made several takedown attempts,
although unsuccessful, on Angelo
Dishmey but did get a two-point
tilt in the second period and added
an escape and a takedown in the
third to claim the decision. At
195-lbs, Wildcat Rafael Medrano
received a forfeit then Dylan Lewin
improved to 23-7 when he re-
corded a 9-1 majority decision
over Mike Pastor to make the
team score, 16-3.

The Cougars missed out on a
bonus point in the final seconds of
the 285-lb bout when Deion
Sanchez received a penalty point

and an escape to drop an 8-2
decision to Cougar Jon ElKhoury.
At 106-lbs, Wildcat Phil Ruiz im-
proved to 25-7 when he recorded
two escapes and a five-point shoul-
der roll-to-back move to defeat
Anthony Capece.

Freshman Tom DiGiovanni ig-
nited a string of six Cougar victo-
ries by earning an 11-3 majority
decision over Mike Cabrera at 113-
lbs. DiGiovanni began the bout
with a single-leg trip takedown,
followed with an offensive spin
takedown then added an escape

and three more takedowns in the
third period.

At 120-lbs, Chris Scorese began
with a quick dart single-leg
takedown on Jon Arendas then
added three points with a stretch
hammerlock/half nelson. Arendas
scored a reversal in the second
period, but Scorese escaped and
added a single-leg wraparound
takedown. In the third, Scorese
took a 10-2 lead with another
takedown, but Arendas avoided
the major decision with an escape
at the buzzer.

Cougar Dave Busch went to town
at 126-lbs with a single-leg trip
takedown on Andrew Quintana
and added three more takedowns
and an escape to seize a 9-3
victory. Throughout his bout,
Busch kept working for the two-
on-one tilt in an effort to gain
additional points.

Brian McGovern gave the Cou-
gars their first team lead of the
evening when he recorded seven
takedowns, a two-point nearfall
and an escape then topped it off
with a three-point cradle to claim

a 20-5 tech fall in 5:57 over Joe
Pierantoni at 132-lbs to make the
score, 21-19. At 138-lbs, Cougar
junior Gavin Murray upped his
career win record to 97 when he
pinned Chris Meo in 46 seconds
with an arm bar/half nelson.

One of the most impressive bouts
of the evening arrived at 145-lbs
when Cougar Andrew Tompkins
squared off with Rafal Kolodziel,
who stepped on the mat with a
19-7 record. Tompkins scored a
double-leg takedown in the first
period, Kolodziel escaped in the
second, Tompkins escaped in the
third then ceded a penalty point to
earn a 3-2 victory and to jump the
Cougars’ lead to 30-19 with two
bouts remaining.

The Wildcats needed two pins to
win — a pin and a tech fall would
tie the score but the Cougars would
win by Criteria — and had two of
their best wrestlers remaining.
Tyler Loughlin upped his record to
27-1 when he pinned Paul Castillo
with a double arm bar in 39 sec-
onds at 152-lbs.

In the final bout, 160-lbs, Wild-
cat Roy Forys with a 26-4 record,
began with a pair of takedowns on
Corey Birch then added another
takedown to carry a 6-2 lead into
the third period. Forys was work-
ing very hard to turn the stubborn
Birch but to no avail as Birch
escaped to insure the team vic-
tory.

BOUT SEQUENCE:
170: — Bueno (B) p Kiame 1:00
182: — Ballas (C) d Dishmey 5-1
195: — Medrano (B) won forfeit
220: — Lewin (B) md Pastor 9-1
Hwt: — ElKhoury (C) d Sanchez 8-2
106: — Ruiz (B) d Capece 7-1
113: — DiGiovanni (C) md Cabrera 11-3
120: — Scorese (C) d Arendas 10-3
126: — Busch (C) d Quintana 9-3
132: — McGovern (C) tf Pierantoni 20-
5, 5:57
138: — Murray (C) p Meo :46
145: — Tompkins (C) d Kolodziel 3-2
152: — Loughlin (B) p Castillo :39
160: — Forys (B) d Birch, 6-3

BUSCH, TOMPKINS RECORD KEY WINS; BIRCH HANGS TOUGH AT 160 TO SECURE VICTORY

Cougar Matmen Hold Back Wildcats in Sectionals, 30-28

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK...Jenna Ellenbacher, a senior on the winter track team, recently won her second
consecutive 400-meters at the North II State Sectionals and led the 4x400m relay to their second straight title as well. Gavin
Murray, a junior on the varsity wrestling team, is currently is 27-0 with the most pins and team points. He also won the
Union County championship and was named most valuable wrestler.
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