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HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

SCOTT BREAKS 1,000 POINTS, KNAPP GETS 7 ASSISTS

Blue Devils Trample Indians
In Girls Basketball, 60-20

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil junior Lillian Scott may
or may not have known how many
points she needed to break 1,000
career points; however, the ever in-
creasing chatter from the boys in the
stands must have given her a resound-
ing clue as she approached that magic
number late in the second quarter

when the Westfield High School girls
basketball team went on to trample
Rahway, 60-20, in Westfield on Feb-
ruary 4.

Scott needed 18 points to reach
1,000 and she hit numbers 18 and 19
when she swished a set shot with 2:08
remaining in the second quarter to
give the Blue Devils a 44-7 lead.
After a ceremony, she took a seat and

relaxed for the remainder of the game.
“I really didn’t think about it up

until this game. I knew going in but I
really wasn’t worried about it too
much. I wanted to make sure it was
normal. I didn’t want to treat it differ-
ent than any other game, like freak
myself out. I tired to play regular.
They [fans] were nice. It was a good
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CAPPELLO GRABS CRUCIAL WIN; BIRCH, BUSCH WIN

Cougars Edge No. Highlands
By Wrestling Criteria, 31-31

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Criteria decision put the Cranford
High School wrestling team over the
top in a wild match with Northern
Highlands, which ended in a 31-31
draw in Cranford on February 7.

Each team won seven bouts and
the 13-6 Highlanders recorded two
pins to Cranford’s one, but forfeits,
disqualifications and defaults in a
Criteria count as pins also and the 15-
4 Cougars received two forfeits to
boost their total to three.

One of the forfeits was to heavy-
weight Jon ElKhoury, whose pos-
sible opponent had a 1-16 record,

and the other was to 138-lb Gavin
Murray, who entered the match with
a 29-0 record and a top-8 ranking in
the state.

“Injury defaults and forfeits! They
forfeited to Gavin and he was going
to pin that kid. What I told the guys
before the match, ‘this is going to be
as close as it gets and we need bonus
points. Whatever we can get and don’t
give any up.’ I didn’t think it was
going to be 31-31 but within a couple
of points depending on who is going
to get the bonus points. That’s what
these type of matches come down to.
That extra takedown or not getting
taken down,” Cougar Head Coach

Pat Gorman said.
The first bout of the evening came

at 160-lbs, and Cougar Corey Birch
bumped up to face Jack Castiglia and
came out on top, 4-1, after recording
a double-leg takedown and a rever-
sal. Niko Cappello bumped up a
weight class to square off with Bran-
don Latierno, who entered the bout
with a 25-3 record, one of seven
Highlanders with 20+ wins.

Cappello recorded a low double-
leg takedown in the first period and
added an escape and another
takedown in the second period.

“I looked online to see who I might
CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SETTING UP A GUILLOTINE...Cranford Cougar Dave Busch, top, sets up a guillotine tilting maneuver in his 126-lb bout
with Highlander Jake Paparozzi in Cranford on February 7. Busch earned a 10-1 majority decision,

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ENDURING THE 500-FREESTYLE...Blue Devil Sarah Cronin swims the 500-freestyle in Lane 4 against the Hillsborough
Raiders at Wallace Pool in the North Jersey sectional semifinals on February 10..

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOOD ON DEFENSE AS WELL AS OFFENSE...Blue Devil juniors Jackie Knapp, No. 2, and Lil Scott, No. 20, were tight
on defense and productive on offense against Rahway. Scott scored 19 points to break the 1,000-point plateau.

BALDWIN, DEVIN, DAY, CRONIN HAMMER IN 200F RELAY

No. 1 Blue Devils ‘Out-Depth’
H’borough Swim Girls, 89-81

By J.B. RAYMOND
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Everyone at the Wallace Pool for
Monday’s North 2 Group 4 semifinal
between No. 1 Westfield and No. 4
Hillsborough knew one thing:
Hillsborough was going to win most
of the races. And the Raiders didn’t
disappoint, winning eight out of the
11 events.

But the Raiders only outscored
WHS in five events. When you’re at
this level of the state swimming cham-
pionships, it’s all about d-e-p-t-h, and
WHS had plenty of it on Monday.
With the 89-81 victory, WHS ad-
vanced to Thursday night’s sectional
final (weather permitting) against No.
3 (and tournament top-seed)
Hunterdon Central at the Raritan Bay

Area YMCA in Perth Amboy. It’s a
rematch of last year’s state Public A
final, which WHS won 91-79.

“We figured (Hillsborough coach
Todd Sudol) would mix things up a
little,” said WHS coach Jeff Knight,
who improved to 64-0 since adding
the girls coaching duties prior to the
2011 season. “He’s got some real
studs – Julieyanna Parker, Lindsay
Temple and Megan Bull. We just tried
to counter what we thought he’d do.
Our girls swam well.”

Parker won the 200 free and 100
butterfly, Temple took the 500 free
and 100 backstroke, and Bull cap-
tured the 200 individual medley and
100 breaststroke, pretty much as ex-
pected. They were all standouts for
Hillsborough last year, which lost,

86-84, to WHS in the tournament.
Westfield is a senior-heavy team,

and Caroline Baldwin, Sarah Cronin
and Erika Daniel didn’t disappoint in
their final home meet. But there were
many youngsters who delivered big-
time. Freshman Emily Oster had a
fifth (200 free), a fourth (100 back in
a Top 15 List 1:02.84) and anchored
a key third-place 200 free relay. Fresh-
man Shannon Pyle added a fifth in the
fly and a fourth in the breaststroke.
Sophomore Caroline Basil added a
third in the IM and a second in the
backstroke. And classmate Gwyn
Devin scored seconds in the 50 free
and 100 butterfly.

“I’m mostly a sprinter and a
butterflyer,” Devin said. “But I’ve
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More photos at Ballyhoo Sports


