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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ORDER UP…Scotch Plains Rescue Squad members Sandy Neilson and Judy Sullivan serve pancakes last Sunday morning
at the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Pancake Breakfast fundraiser.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FLIPPING OUT…Scotch Plains Rescue Squad member Bob Speth flips pan-
cakes Sunday morning at the Scotch Plains Rescue Squad Pancake Breakfast
fundraiser.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WITH LOVE...Children and Union County 4-H Living History Club members
display their creations at the Westfield Historical Society's Reeve History and
Cultural Resource Center on Saturday after a valentine-making workshop. The
event was hosted by the Union County 4-H Living History Club.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Mayor Mahr Discusses Police
Merger, Recycling Contract, Budget

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr said this week she was still
hopeful for a merger of the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood police depart-
ments, saying it was good for the
borough.

“I think from our point of view that
the state has not necessarily been as
helpful in clarifying or working
through some of the pension issues
we are facing with some of the per-
sonnel,” Mayor Mahr said Monday
during a phone interview with The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

She said she believes the Joint

Meeting concept, which is being dis-
cussed as a way to merge the two
police departments, is complicated
as the new department would report
to a three-member board represent-
ing the two towns along with a third
party.

“The Joint Meeting from the Bor-
ough of Fanwood’s perspective is the
best vehicle that we can use to what
we believe would retain a high level
of involvement in the police depart-
ment, as we have today, while captur-
ing savings without jeopardizing
safety or response time,” she said.

She said she knows Fanwood resi-
dents have concerns about the bor-

ough merging its police department
with another town’s department.
“What I tried to convey is that the
pressures of operating a small bor-
ough government within the State of
New Jersey gets more difficult each
year to provide a very high level of
service that the residents expect. And
every year there’s choices that we
have to make regarding what we can
afford and what we can’t afford within
a 2-percent cap of raising taxes one
year over the next,” the mayor said.

“I acknowledge that if this was an
easy thing to do, other municipalities
in the State of New Jersey would
have done it,” she said.

She said the borough’s governing
body will pursue “the idea of a merged
police department and we will see
what comes out of Scotch Plains as it
pertains to continuing on with the
Joint Meeting model,” Mayor Mahr
said. She said Scotch Plains “hasn’t
really fully supported on their gov-
erning body the concept of a Joint
Meeting.”

On the issue of snow removal, she
said the borough, like other towns, is
having trouble getting rock salt for its
roadways. She said the borough has
spent more on snow removal to date
than it did last year. The borough
budgeted $15,000 for its snow re-
moval budget line item including salt
but excluding overtime costs.

“It will increase the budget, but we
are going to do our best to absorb it,”
Mayor Mahr said, noting that be-
cause of state of emergencies de-
clared by Governor Chris Christie,
the costs of the snow storms is not
included within the 2-percent cap on
property taxes.

She said the Fanwood Department
of Public Works “has done a phe-
nomenal job” on snow removal from
borough roads.

In discussing the Fanwood Recy-
cling Center, the mayor said the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling
Association has lost its tax-exempt
status, and because the Association’s
contract has expired, the borough is
required by the state to seek requests

Sonia Owchariw for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HELPING FAMILIES...Union County Freeholders Angel Estrada, left, Linda
Carter, second from right, and Alexander Mirabella, right, present Jessica and
Paul Watterson and their children with a resolution thanking them for actively
participating in the 2013 Union County Holiday Gift Giving Drive that benefited
families throughout the county. The Wattersons are the proprietors of Nick’s
Pizza and Deli in Fanwood.

SP Rec. Commission Seeks
Cleaner Pond at Brookside

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship recreation commission is hop-
ing to start the process of cleaning the
Brookside Park pond, which has col-
lected a great amount of silt in recent
years, leading to increased flood risks
on nearby streets.

At its meeting on Monday, resi-
dent Ed Minall asked commission
members about the pond, saying it
was in “real bad shape” due not only
to the silt but also the fact that its
water, Mr. Minall said, is stagnant
and smells. He theorized that remov-
ing the silt would increase the pond’s
water capacity and, thus, help allevi-
ate flooding on nearby West Broad
Street during heavy rainfalls.

Commission Chairman Robert
Giordanella said funding for refur-
bishments to the pond is included in
the recreation department’s proposed
capital budget that will soon be sub-
mitted to the township council for
consideration. He said the funding
would be used to start the process of
cleaning the pond, adding that the
state Department of Environmental

Protection will likely be involved in
the initial effort by evaluating the soil
in the pond for possible contamina-
tion. Mr. Minall, who lives near the
park, told the commission it would
be helpful to know where the silt
being deposited in the pond is com-
ing from.

Councilman Michael Marcus, the
council’s liaison to the commission,
said the governing body will need to
know the specifics of the proposed
de-silting effort as it considers the
capital budget in the coming months.

Mr. Minall said he would have
preferred that the commission —
rather than spending money on a new
pavilion at Brookside Park — spend
funds on the de-silting effort. Last
month, the township council gave its
backing to the $46,272 purchase of
the 34-foot by 64-foot,  A-frame open-
air pavilion. The commission is now
seeking a firm to install the structure.

In other business, the recreation
department has submitted its 2014
budget proposals to Township Man-
ager Jerry Giaimis, who commented
that it “looks like a good budget,”
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SP Board OKs Pool Reconstruction
 Site at Shackamaxon Golf Course

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — During its
Monday night meeting, the Scotch
Plains Planning Board approved an
application for the construction of a
cart barn and in-ground swimming
pool at Shackamaxon Golf and
Country Club.

Prior to hearing expert testimony
from licensed engineer Michael
Lanzafama – on behalf of club own-
ers NJ Golf Partners, LLC – Board
Attorney Philip Morin explained that
the application being discussed was
for preliminary and final major site
plan approval.

“We are not here [tonight] to deter-
mine if the redevelopment plan for
Shackamaxon was appropriate,”
stated Mr. Morin. “But rather to ap-
ply zoning criteria to certain parts of

the plan, which was adopted by the
town council in 2011.”

When the nearly 100-year-old, par-
71 golf course was put up for sale in
2010, developers started clamoring
to purchase the 146-acre property,
which could have been divided into
over 100 residences. Concern about
losing the course and the impact so
many new homes could have on the

school system caused the Scotch
Plains Township Council to declare
the property “an area in need of reha-
bilitation” and deliberate moving the
town’s municipal buildings to the site.
As a result, the New Jersey Golf
Group and Shackamaxon filed a law-
suit against the town.

When NJ Golf Partners, LLC

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

NJDEP Approves CF’s
Birchwood Application

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The New Jersey
Department of Environmental Pro-
tection (NJDEP) has approved the
permit applications submitted by
Cranford Development Associates
(CDA) to develop 215 and 235
Birchwood Avenue, the township
committee said Monday at its work-
shop meeting. The township has not
received any formal documents or
further information, Township Attor-
ney Diane Dabulas said. The town-
ship has said in the past that it would
appeal.

The Governor’s Office is holding
up the release of the Army Corps of
Engineers’ report on its cost/benefit
analysis of its stormwater mitigation
plans along the Rahway River water-
shed, Mayor Andis Kalnins said.

On a separate matter, Commis-
sioner Robert D’Ambola said in his
Department of Public Works report,
“There is a salt shortage.”

“We expect another storm this
Thursday. It is going to be a prob-
lem,” Mr. D’Ambola said.

“The potholes are horrendous,” he
said. He was given approval to expe-
dite town emergency repairs to county
roads.

The workshop meeting included
updates from the health department,
the environmental commission,
Roosevelt Park Committee and
Downtown District Management
Corporation, as well as a presenta-
tion on Phase 1 of the Town Hall
renovations and a proposal on up-
grading the pay stations.

The health department has flu vac-

cines available for children. It also
has vaccines for meningitis, pneu-
monia, shingles and DTAP for adults
who are uninsured or underinsured.

Mayor Kalnins asked for an update
on a child who was diagnosed with
lead poisoning. On January 30 the
child’s lead level was 20, which is
down from 59. The department is
working on a diet with the child to
decrease the lead levels. “I would
like to see it below 10 within the next
six months,” said Monika Koscova-
Jencik, Registered Environmental
Health Specialist. The child has de-
velopmental issues and puts every-
thing in its mouth, which Ms.
Koscova-Jencik said has slowed the
progress in treatment.

Rita La Brutto asked the township
for an update on the credits for the
group homes that she said have been
missing since 2010. Ms. La Brutto
last brought this up at a planning
board meeting late last year when she
was a member of the board. She asked
for documentation that the township’s
affordable-housing credits estab-
lished by the Council on Affordable
Housing (COAH) regulations are
being sought. She said 20 plus credits
could be established. Ms. Dabulas
said there are no longer 20 plus cred-
its that could be had.

“There is documentation. We are
waiting on one property. There is
another owner we are waiting for
documentation from to submit to the
DCA (State of New Jersey Depart-
ment of Community Affairs). It is in
the process,” said Ms. Dabulas. “Serve
Center is the one we are waiting for,”
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GW Debates Management
Of Athletic Field Project

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – At the Garwood
Borough Council workshop meeting
on Tuesday night, the governing body
discussed hiring a construction/
project manager for the Athletic Field
Complex (AFC), police department
pay raises and snow removal.

Borough Attorney Bob Renaud
stated he will draw up specifications
for hiring a construction/project man-
ager (CM/PM) for the $3.2-million
Athletic Field Complex, the latest
move by the council to finally com-
plete the much-delayed ball field.

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
told the council she had begun re-
search regarding the proposal. But
before she could proceed further, she

needed direction from the council on
whether to hire a construction firm or
an individual. She felt a firm would
be “more of the same,” instead sug-
gesting hiring an independent indi-
vidual who would answer to the coun-
cil.

For the second consecutive meet-
ing, the proposal to hire a CM/PM
occupied more than half an hour of
discussion in workshop Tuesday
night.

The debate included the definition
of “employee,” “consultant” and
“contractor,” the hours the person
would be required to work and sug-
gestions that Borough Engineer Don
Guarriello’s contract be amended to
include the duties. Ms. Ariemma said


