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CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 For-
est Avenue, Cranford, invites ev-
eryone to come and celebrate
the Christmas season with the
congregation. All services will be
celebrated by the Reverend Dr.
Gina Walsh-Minor, rector of Trin-
ity Episcopal Church.

On Wednesday, December 24,
Christmas Eve, beginning at 4:30
p.m., there will be the Blessing of
the Creche, a Children’s Pageant
and Holy Eucharist: Rite II. A
Christmas Festival of Carols with
Holy Eucharist will take place at
10 p.m.

Christmas Day will be cel-
ebrated on Thursday, December
25, at 10 a.m., with Holy Eucha-
rist: Rite II.

The custom of displaying fig-
ures depicting the birth of Jesus
Christ began with Saint Francis
of Assisi, who made the Christ-

mas creche, or manger, for
Christmas Eve of 1223. The
Christmas manger, or nativity
scene, was a primarily special
display for families in their homes,
drawing them together in prayer
and joyful celebration. Each year,
on the Vigil of Christmas, the
parish children carry the figures
of the animals, shepherds and
the Holy Family, recreating a dis-
play that tells the story of the
Christ Child.

Trinity Episcopal Church is a
family church that has been serv-
ing the needs of Cranford area
families since 1872. Sunday ser-
vices are at 8 a.m. and 10 a.m.
and are celebrated by Reverend
Walsh-Minor.

Trinity also provides Trinity
Episcopal Day School (TEDS), a
state-licensed facility serving
children from age 2½ through
kindergarten.

NATIVITY SCENE...The Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford invites mem-
bers of the community to join the congregation at services on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day, which will include a Children’s Christmas Pageant on Wednes-
day, December 24, at 4:30 p.m. Pictured is last year’s Children’s Pageant.
Trinity Church is located at 119 Forest Avenue.

Trinity Church Announces
Christmas Service Schedule

The 201 South Avenue prop-
erty sits on the south side of
South Avenue and the west side
of Oak Street, directly across
from The Home Depot hardware
store.

Several board members ex-
pressed concern about the inter-
section because of the volume of
vehicles and the difficulty mak-
ing turns across traffic.

Mr. Marano assured the board
that his use variance will not
substantially alter traffic, since
the building will be almost al-
ways unmanned. He did say in
addition to by-appointment sales
and storage, he would use the lot
for outside display of some of his
more rare models.

Since commercial properties re-
quire one shade tree for every
five parking spaces, and the site
will add four parking spaces, the
issue of where to plant a tree was
discussed.

Site planner Wayne Ingram,
testifying on behalf of Mr. Marano,
suggested the tree not be planted
between the sidewalk and curb,
lest it create a visibility issue for
cars seeking to turn onto South
Avenue from Oak Street.

Mr. Marano agreed to plant the
tree somewhere else in the bor-
ough, and then offered to plant
two trees.

“I’ve got seven Nierstedt trees
somewhere around the borough,”
he said, sparking laughter in the

ownership and cause a non-con-
formance.

“The zoning officer would de-
termine a legal non-conforming
use and issue a permit,” Mr. Ricci
said.

Mayor Andis Kalnins responded
by saying, “We would certainly
look at any recommendations as
a possibility of changing it next

year.” He went on to say he had
brought up the land develop-
ment ordinance being reviewed
at every event he attended this
year.

Frank Krause, a resident of
Pittsfield Street, recommended
to the committee that it consider
having site plan reviews go be-
fore not only the Board of Adjust-

ment but also the Planning Board
and have a requirement of the
site plan be approved by the
Planning Board before it goes
before the Board of Adjustment.

“(This requirement is) the only
way we can keep this town from
going downhill,” Mr. Krause said.

He accused the Board of Ad-
justment for passing variance ap-
plications that he feels have de-
teriorated the development of
Cranford. He cited the Citgo gas
station on North Avenue, the two
new banks on North Avenue and
town homes near the 555 South
Avenue development as applica-
tions he felt that should not have
been granted.

“One of the reasons we passed
this year is to limit the interpre-
tation,” Mayor Kalnins said.

Joanne Pulaski, a resident of
Scherer Street, came before the
committee again complaining
about the rat problem in her
neighborhood. She said there is
still evidence of rats since Au-
gust.

“Can’t you help us?” pleaded
Ms. Pulaski.

The vacant home on Ms.
Pulaski’s block has been fore-
closed, Township Attorney
Diane Dabulas said. Wells Fargo
bank, who owns the property,
had sent someone inside the
property to inspect for rats, and
that person reported no rats in
the house, Ms. Dabulas said.
WellS Fargo has not given the
township permission to enter
the home, Ms. Dabulas said,
but has continued to pursue the
bank to get the approval to
enter the home.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
said she would make calls on the
matter.

David Pringle, a lobbyist who

room.
The reference was to Garwood

Borough Councilman and plan-
ning board member Bill Nierstedt,
the chairman of the council’s
streets, roads and ecology com-
mittee. Mr. Nierstedt is known
for his liberal environmental
views, fondness for trees and the
strict adherence to ordinances
regarding them.

Mr. Nierstedt was not present
for the remark, having recused
himself earlier in the evening
since, as a sitting council mem-
ber, he cannot vote on use vari-
ances.

There were other light moments
during the good-natured hear-
ing, as well. When asked if Mr.
Marano planned to park his over-
flow cars on the grass and if he
anticipated that would cause
problems, Mr. Ingram replied,
“We’re not going to be doing
donuts in the grass.”

In other actions, before leaving
the meeting, Mr. Nierstedt said
he was aware that the board of
education (BOE) is required to
submit a five-year plan to the
planning board. Planning board
member Michael Vena noted that
the board has not seen a plan
from the BOE in at least eight
years, prompting Mr. Nierstedt
to ask that the planning board
ask the BOE to appear before the
planning board at its January
meeting.
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