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Marano & Sons OK’d For
Variance for Antique Cars

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Marano & Sons’
auto dealership has been granted
a variance permitting use of its
property at 201 South Avenue to
store car inventory and sell – by
appointment only – antique and
specialty vehicles.

By a unanimous vote, the plan-
ning board at its December 10
meeting approved the applica-
tion by Ralph Marano for his prop-
erty at the corner of South Av-
enue and Oak Street. While pre-
liminary and final site-plan ap-
provals were formally granted,
they were unneeded since Mr.
Marano will not be changing the
property.

Mr. Marano has already been
using the property to store his
higher-end and antique vehicles

inside the building on site. The
property is zoned for commercial
use, but not for automobile sales,
prompting his request.

“I’ve been doing this for 40
years,” Mr. Marano told the board.
“I just want to do it the right
way.”

Mr. Marano said he envisions
one day turning the property into
a lot that would just sell antique
cars.

Besides the empty lot and build-
ing at 201 South Avenue, Marano
& Sons has three other proper-
ties in Garwood: car lots at 507
South Avenue and 150 South
Avenue and an antique car mu-
seum at 49 South Avenue.

“As I’m getting older, I have to
get out of this rat race,” he said.
“Find something slower.”

fields have electronic
scoreboards.

Apart from restrooms and a
meeting room, the field house
has a corridor overlooking the
soccer field with sliding glass
doors and a kitchen/concession
stand, outfitted with a refrigera-
tor, freezer, stove, grill, griddle
and fryer.

Sitting across from the field
house atop a six-step deck is a
500-foot, two-story storage/an-
nouncers’ booth, which has views
of both the baseball and soccer
fields.

Besides being open to the gen-
eral public, the synthetic field
will be used by the Lincoln School
soccer and field hockey teams,
an aspect that is especially pleas-
ing to Council President Ann
Tarantino.

“We’re relieved that it’s over.
We’re happy that it’s open,” said
Councilwoman Tarantino, who
served seven years on the
Garwood Board of Education, in-
cluding as president. “I’m most
happy that the Garwood school
athletes will have a field to call
their home.

“I have a connection to the
school, so that’s one of the things
that is dear to me, that they have
a home field now,” she concluded.

inspections.
A resident of Madison Avenue,

Annette Johnson, said she was
concerned with how the town-
ship was developing, and how
those changes are “not fitting in
with the town I moved into 13
years ago.” She noted the new
large apartment buildings being
built and the loss of trees during
storms and not seeing them re-
planted, and she said the Pilgrim
Pipeline was the “cherry on top.”

The township passed a resolu-
tion in September to obtain ser-
vices from Bohler Engineering to
provide services in connection
with the township’s participation
with the National Flood Insur-
ance Program (NFIP) Commu-
nity Rating System (CRS), which
is an incentive program to pro-
vide floodplain management ac-
tivities that exceed the minimum
NFIP requirements. As a result,
flood insurance premium rates
are discounted. Township Engi-
neer Carl O’Brien said in his re-
port that for the township to be
admitted to the CRS, Cranford
would have to enforce the ordi-
nance and then get approvals
from state agencies. Residents
could see a 5-percent savings in
the beginning, and savings could
go as high as 45 percent, should
the township earn the credits as
stipulated by the CRS program.

A floodplain manager desig-
nated by the township is neces-
sary to oversee the process, Mr.
O’Brien said. Township Adminis-
trator Terence Wall said a desig-
nee needs to be clarified. The
position has been appointed to
the construction code official, but
in the past the township engi-
neer did the actual work. There
was no stipend paid for this post
in the past, Mr. Hannen told The
Westfield Leader.

Council Passes Land Use,
Property Main. Ordinances

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee passed the final read-
ing of four ordinances Tuesday
night — the land development
ordinance, an ordinance to
amend the expiration date of
certain licenses and permits, the
property maintenance code, and
an amended ordinance that in-
cludes the powers and duties of
the township administrator.

The land development ordi-
nance supplements Chapter 136
of the general code, and has
been in the revision stages for 10
years, Commissioner Robert
D’Ambola said. It supports the
new master plan that was
adopted by the township com-
mittee in 2009.

The planning board said in a
letter and at a recent meeting
that the ordinance is substan-
tially consistent with the master
plan. The board made 10 recom-

mendations for items for the com-
mittee to clarify by way of the
zoning ordinance. Some of the
items included stricter foot candle
requirements in commercial
zones that are adjacent to resi-
dential zones; consideration of
striking industrial and manufac-
turing uses as a principal permit-
ted uses in the C-2 zone, as well
as consideration to deleting car
dealerships, hotels and motels
as a conditional use in the C-2
zone, and consideration to al-
lowing grocery stores and res-
taurants as a principal permitted
use in the C-2 zone.

Resident and Cranford Down-
town Management Corporation
member Gary Goodman asked
questions of the township Plan-
ner Paul Ricci regarding the laws
pertaining to properties in the
downtown core and if changes to
the land development ordinance
affect businesses that change
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