
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-1  Thursday, December 18, 2014

goleader.com/ballyhoo

BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo
Submit commentary and items for publishing.

Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

l'ennemi du journaliste

SENIOR MURRAY, JUNIOR CAPPELLO, SOPHOMORE DiGIOVANNI NJSIAA STATE RETURNEES

Cougar Wrestlers Envision UCT Crown, Section Crown
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another step up the rung for
success is definitely within rea-
son for this year’s Cranford High
School wrestling team that re-
turns a very well-schooled squad,
including all six of its district
finalists.

“We are filling all the spots.
This is the first time in four years.
This is my fourth year as a head
coach and I never had a full
lineup. I am hoping with that and
with the talent that we have we
can finally make that little extra

push and get us to the next
level,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.

Since the Cougars won the Dis-
trict 11 title, placed second in the
Union County Tournament (UCT)
and advanced to the semifinal
round of the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 tournament last
year, that step is not far away.

“Last year, we were in the run-
ning for a county championship.
We haven’t had one of those for
many years, so I would like get
that. I think that is an attainable
goal. I want to repeat as district

champs. As a team, do the best
we can against teams like Bound
Brook, Brick Memorial to see what
we are made of. When we get to
tournaments, second and third
place is a stepping stone. I want
to start getting the champion-
ships for the program,” Coach
Gorman said.

Another person, who wants to
add some more championships,
is senior Gavin Murray, who won
the UCT, District 11 and Region 3
titles and finished second in the
NJSIAA Tournament in Atlantic
City at 138-lbs last year. Murray,
who enters the season with a
105-14 career record, is expected
to open the season at 152-lbs.

“In the off-season, he’s com-
mitted to Perdue. He’s a man on

a mission. He wants that title.
He’s not thinking about anything
else. Everyday he puts hard work
in there. He’s a leader in the
room,” Coach Gorman said. “I
think him getting to the state
finals last year opened up a lot of
the freshmen’s and
underclassmen’s eyes that, ‘I can
get there too. He went through
the same practices that I went
through.’ It’s a big boost for the
entire program, even the PAL
went down to Atlantic City to see
him. It kind of makes everybody
a little more hungry.”

Junior Niko Cappello knows
what winning is like, also as a
linebacker on the football team
that recorded the most wins and
most points scored in the history
of the school, as well as winning
the district title at 160-lbs last
year, placing second in the UCT

and placing third in the region to
qualify for Atlantic City and finish
31-9. Cappello is expected to
step on the mat at 170-lbs.

“We just got him off the football
field. They went for the state
championship, so it’s only the
second day where we have all of
our team in the room. He is a
tremendous force in the room.
Last year, he got down to Atlan-
tic City. This year, he is going to
be on the podium,” Coach
Gorman predicted.

As a member of last year’s
“Fabulous Freshmen”, Tom
DiGiovanni claimed a UCT title
and a district title at 113-lbs and
placed third in the region to com-
pete at Atlantic City, finishing with
a 34-7 record. He is expected to
step on the mats at 120-lbs.

“He was down at Atlantic City
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