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MURRAY, CAPPELLO, DiGIOVANNI STATE RETURNEES

Cougar Wrestlers Envision
UCT Crown, Section Crown

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Another step up the rung for suc-
cess is definitely within reason for
this year’s Cranford High School
wrestling team that returns a very
well-schooled squad, including all
six of its district finalists.

“We are filling all the spots. This is
the first time in four years. This is my
fourth year as a head coach and I
never had a full lineup. I am hoping
with that and with the talent that we
have we can finally make that little
extra push and get us to the next
level,” Cougar Head Coach Pat
Gorman said.

Since the Cougars won the District
11 title, placed second in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) and ad-
vanced to the semifinal round of the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tour-
nament last year, that step is not far
away.

“Last year, we were in the running
for a county championship. We
haven’t had one of those for many
years, so I would like get that. I think
that is an attainable goal. I want to

repeat as district champs. As a team,
do the best we can against teams like
Bound Brook, Brick Memorial to see
what we are made of. When we get to
tournaments, second and third place
is a stepping stone. I want to start
getting the championships for the
program,” Coach Gorman said.

Another person, who wants to add
some more championships, is senior
Gavin Murray, who won the UCT,
District 11 and Region 3 titles and
finished second in the NJSIAA Tour-
nament in Atlantic City at 138-lbs last
year. Murray, who enters the season
with a 105-14 career record, is ex-
pected to open the season at 152-lbs.

“In the off-season, he’s committed
to Perdue. He’s a man on a mission. He
wants that title. He’s not thinking about
anything else. Everyday he puts hard
work in there. He’s a leader in the
room,” Coach Gorman said. “I think
him getting to the state finals last year
opened up a lot of the freshmen’s and
underclassmen’s eyes that, ‘I can get
there too. He went through the same
practices that I went through.’ It’s a big
boost for the entire program, even the

PAL went down to Atlantic City to see
him. It kind of makes everybody a
little more hungry.”

Junior Niko Cappello knows what
winning is like, also as a linebacker
on the football team that recorded the
most wins and most points scored in
the history of the school, as well as
winning the district title at 160-lbs
last year, placing second in the UCT
and placing third in the region to
qualify for Atlantic City and finish
31-9. Cappello is expected to step on
the mat at 170-lbs.

“We just got him off the football
field. They went for the state champi-
onship, so it’s only the second day
where we have all of our team in the
room. He is a tremendous force in the
room. Last year, he got down to At-
lantic City. This year, he is going to be
on the podium,” Coach Gorman pre-
dicted.

As a member of last year’s “Fabu-
lous Freshmen”, Tom DiGiovanni
claimed a UCT title and a district title
at 113-lbs and placed third in the re-
gion to compete at Atlantic City, fin-
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throws for a loss, six sacks and a
fumble recovery. Spurlock made 42
tackles, nine for a loss. Junior line-
backer Mike O’Connor had 36 tackles
(5 for losses) and sophomore defen-
sive end Owen Kessler made 32 tack-
les (9 for losses, 4.5 sacks) and three
fumble recoveries. Cornerbacks
Catanzaro and junior Brett Robertshaw
had seven and two interceptions, re-
spectively. Robertshaw also knocked
down eight passes. Sophomore Nick
Maher recorded six sacks.

Offensively, junior running back
Jack Curry was the bread and butter

with 1,376 rushing yards and 11
touchdowns on 256 carries. Simcox
added more spice with 430 yards and
six touchdowns on 94 carries.

“Jack Curry had a great year and
just having Jack Simcox in there re-
ally enhanced Jack Curry, because
we had that changeup. He gave Curry
a rest then he could come back stron-
ger. He could start off a drive, take a
rest then finish off a drive. He’s little,
but he’s powerful. Most of his run-
ning was between the tackles, but he
has that burst of speed to get to the
outside,” Coach DeSarno said.

Senior quarterback Andrew
Malacrea completed 48 passes for
475 yards, including four touchdowns
and two interceptions. Junior Zack

Kelly completed 64 passes for 729
yards, including six touchdowns and
four interceptions. Junior receiver
Chris Boutsikaris had 32 receptions
for 363 yards and one touchdown.
Senior Sean Elliott had 29 recep-
tions, including four touchdowns, for
317 yards, and senior fullback Nick
Buontempo had 21 receptions with
three touchdowns for 167 yards. Jun-
ior JD Marner had 18 receptions for
169 yards, sophomore Jack Shirk had
nine receptions, including a touch-
down, for 97 yards. Curry had three
receptions for 40 yards and sopho-

more Matt Varano had two receptions
for 51 yards.

Special teams came into play very
well, especially with Catanzaro, who
returned 25 punts for 127 yards and
11 kickoffs for 279 yards, including a
touchdown. Douglas returned nine
kickoffs for 212 yards.

“Having a three-year starter as our
punt and kick returner, to just have
that security back there, we had Matt
back there to make decisions. He had
a ton of catches where he made a
three yard gain, but if he would have
let the ball bounce, who knows where
it would have been, inside the five,
inside the 10. Him catching the ball
and getting yards for us was huge all
year long,” Coach DeSarno said.

Special team coverage, extra points
(PAT) and field goals were also key.
Sophomore Mike Moriarty, after a
slow start of the season, finished with
22 PATs and five field goals.

“Coverage was great, guys like
Owen Kessler, Jacob Kurstedt,
Ishmael Glasco. Mike Moriarty, a
sophomore kicker, I was very im-
pressed. He grew up during the sea-
son. The more he did it, the better he
got at it,” Coach DeSarno noted.

Like every year, talented players
will graduate, but underclassmen will
step up to fill the vacancies.

“The one nice thing is at every
position, we have underclassmen,
who played this year. The kids are in
the weight room already. They want
to take it a step further,” Coach
DeSarno said.
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David B. Corbin (February 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING STATE QUALIFIER...Cougar Niko Cappello, right, along with Gavin Murray and Tom DiGiovanni,
competed at Atlantic City last year. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin (fall 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RETURNING FOR ANOTHER YEAR...Blue Devil cornerback Brett Robertshaw, No. 20, will return for another season
on defense. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.


