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HIRING THE TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

FULLER, KALIMTZIS, GOZDIESKI NAMED CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Wrestlers Expect
Season of Much Improvement

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Positive attitudes, even with an
addition of new personnel, could be a
breeding ground for a season of rapid
improvement for this year’s Westfield
High School wrestling team.

“We’ve got a really nice mix of
leadership. We’ve got some new guys,
who are buying in. Some of them are
freshmen, who are coming up through
our feeder program. Some of them
are sophomores or juniors, who have
friends on the team, and decided to

give it a try. I guess they heard things
about what we are doing and wanted
to give it a try. So far, a lot of those
kids are really working out well,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Glen Kurz
said.

Although the Blue Devils will be
without two wrestlers, who have ei-
ther transferred or moved out of the
area, there are still several proven
veterans returning, beginning with
senior co-captains John Fuller and
Nick Kalimtzis and junior co-captain
Jarek Gozdieski, along with senior

Cotter Spurlock.
Last year, Fuller, who placed third

in the Union County Tournament
(UCT) at 113-lbs, really turned on
the jets at the end of the season to
place second in the district and third
in the region to qualify for the
NJSIAA Tournament at Atlantic City
(AC) to finish with a 25-8 record. He
will never forget his bout in AC with
Kyle DiNapoli (Voorhees) when he
mistook a whistle from another mat
with just 0:08 remaining in his
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WHITE LED ‘O’ WITH 12 TDs, MAXWELL 113 TACKLES

Raider Gridders Stepped Up,
Made Playoffs, Finished 3-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Doubts, as to whether this year’s
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
football team would win a game,
were on the minds of many armchair
quarterbacks when they saw the
ramped up schedule they had to en-
dure. But endure they did, as the
Raiders hung tough in several games,
qualified for the NJSIAA playoffs
and finished 3-7.

“This year having a schedule where
seven of the ten teams we played
were playoff teams. Three of them
made it to the state finals and two of
them were state champions. Definitely
a year, going in we knew that it was
going to be tough. Many said that we
weren’t going to win a game,” Raider
Head Coach Jon Stack said.

But hard work and strong senior

leadership earned the Raiders the re-
spect that they deserved.

“What was tremendous about these
young men, was they started working
early on. All of these guys were track
kids, lacrosse kids, baseball kids,
weight training that began at the end
of the winter last year through the
summer,” Coach Stack said. “Week
in and week out, from there they
fought, they worked, they were a very
coachable group, a great senior class
led by captains Kevin Maxwell, An-
drew Ciccarino, Kobe White, Alex
Mirabella and Pierce Johnston. I think
that what kept us together every single
week knowing that the other team
was picked to beat us.”

The Raiders defeated Plainfield in
the season opener, 14-0, defeated
Ridge in a wild 51-48 shootout and
downed the Blue Streaks of Warren

Hills, 35-20. The Raiders lost a pair
of heartbreakers, both in the waning
minutes. The first was to Linden, 20-
14, and the second was to Immaculata,
30-28.

“We established an attitude that we
haven’t had here for a long time. An
attitude of dealing with adversity. I
was proud of the Warren Hills win, a
team that had beaten us three straight.
As proud as I am for the three games
we won, I am even prouder of some
of the games that we lost,” Coach
Stack said. “I was proud of the game
we played against Linden, a game we
were up 14-0 to an eventual state
champ and these guys hung tough
and shut down their running attack. I
was proud in our Immaculata game
where we were down at halftime and
fought back to take the lead with two
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SIMCOX, PRYBYLSKI LED ‘D’; CURRY 1,376 YDs, 11 TDs

Blue Devils’ Football Season
Was One of ‘Wild Finishes’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Wild finishes, surprise endings and
an interesting overtime finale with a
“Slop Bowl” for the ages describes
this year’s Westfield High School foot-
ball season. With all the ups-and-
downs, the Blue Devils wound up on
the “up” side with a 7-4 record.

“We saw a video at our dinner. I
think our kids ran on the field five
times, because they were so dramatic.
How many times in a career do you
have your team run on the field five
times? Every time you see them run
out it was different, it was at night,
during the day, it’s sunny, it’s cloudy,”

Blue Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno
said.

The Blue Devils had some definite
lows with some shooting in the foot,
especially against Montgomery at the
beginning of the season and
Hunterdon Central just before play-
off time. They dropped an amazing
overtime thriller to Linden in the third
game of the season. But even though
blasting away at their feet again, the
Blue Devils made miraculous come-
backs against Ridge, Immaculata and
North Hunterdon.

“It was a great season, a lot of highs
and lows, more highs than lows, but a
lot of excitement. A great defensive

effort against Scotch Plains then we
come back and play our hearts out
against Linden. We were 1-2, but our
kids weren’t done. They knew they
had a chance. Next was Ridge. We
were up, we were down. Then
Immaculata, we were way down then
we came back. After that was North
Hunterdon, which was a crazy game,
because that quarterback was so dy-
namic, but it was our best offensive
performance of the year. Nothing
came easy. Every game was a novel
in itself,” DeSarno said.

But the Thanksgiving “Slop Bowl”
finale took the cake when neither

David B. Corbin (September 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LEADING THE RAIDERS OFFENSIVELY...Senior Kobe White, No. 8, led the Raiders with 1,174 yards rushing,
including 12 touchdowns. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin (January 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BREAKOUT SEASON...Blue Devil senior Kevin Miller, front, had a breakout season last year and finished 13-9 at 132-
lbs. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin (fall 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

DEFENSE WAS KEY...The Blue Devils’ dogged defense, which included sophomore Owen Kessler, No. 64, was key to their
success this season. See more photos at www.goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

Union County Wrestling Preview
Set for December 25 Issue


