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Christmas Worship, Pageant
To Be Held at Willow Grove

SCOTCH PLAINS — In the sea-
son of Advent, the Willow Grove
Presbyterian Church invites the com-
munity to worship with the congre-
gation during the month of Decem-
ber in preparation for Christmas.

Everyone also is welcome to enjoy
an intergenerational Christmas Pag-
eant this Sunday, December 21, at 10
a.m. The choir, under the direction of
Paul DiDario, will sing “Bethlehem
Boy” and other special Christmas
pieces.

All children, youth and adults are
invited to help tell the story of Jesus’
birth using music, props and costumes
as the narrators read. The ancient story
will come to life as participants act out
the events and sing Christmas carols.
The Children’s Choir will sing “Away
in a Manger.” Refreshments will be
served after worship.

The Christmas Eve Service of Les-
sons and Carols will be held on
Wednesday, December 24, at 7:30

p.m. All are invited to this special
service of readings, prayers and
candlelight. The Reverend Cynthia
Cochran-Carney, Willow Grove
Church pastor, and her husband, the
Reverend Jeffrey Cochran-Carney,
will sing special Christmas pieces
including “Mary, Did You Know?”
and “Sweet Little Jesus Boy.”

A vital Christian community com-
mitted to spiritual growth for all ages,
engaging worship, welcoming hos-
pitality and serving neighbors near
and far, Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church (PCUSA) is located at 1961
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains. It is
across the street from the Scotch
Plains Southside Firehouse and
Southside Soccer Field, and near the
corner of South Martine Avenue. All
church facilities are handicap-acces-
sible. For information about Willow
Grove’s other ministries, visit
willowgrovechurch.org or call the
church at (908) 232-5678.

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS...Members of the community are invited to
join the congregation of the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church for Christmas
worship and the presentation of the Intergenerational Christmas Pageant, like
the one pictured above. The pageant will take place this Sunday, December 21,
at 10 a.m. Willow Grove is located at 1961 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains.

HOLY SEASON...The First Congregational Church of Westfield will celebrate
Christmas during services beginning this Sunday, December 21, at 10 a.m. This
Sunday, the church also is offering a special “Silent Nights” service at 5 p.m. for
people struggling with grief and loss. All are welcome to attend services at the
church, located at 125 Elmer Street, Westfield.

First Congregational Invites
All to Christmas Services

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church invites visitors to
celebrate Christmas week at any of
several services beginning this Sun-
day, December 21, at 10 a.m., and
continuing through Sunday, Decem-
ber 28, in the sanctuary at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield.

Additionally this Sunday, at 5 p.m.,
FCC will offer a special “Silent
Nights” service for those struggling
with grief or loss. The service is a
way of acknowledging that it can be
difficult for some to find joy during
the Christmas season due to recent
loss of loved ones and friends, or loss
associated with this time of year.
Through prayer, music, scripture and
reflection, the service seeks to honor
and affirm those feelings, as well as
to provide a measure of comfort and
hope to those experiencing them.

On Wednesday, December 24,
Christmas Eve services will begin at
5 p.m. with the annual children’s
pageant. This year’s original produc-
tion will be a modern retelling of the
Nativity story. At 10 p.m., there will
be a traditional candlelight service of
scripture, song and story.

Christmas morning will be cel-
ebrated on Thursday, December 25,
with a 10 a.m. worship service. A
family-style worship celebration on
Sunday, December 28, at 10 a.m.,
will feature scripture readings and an
old-fashioned Carol Sing. A new fea-
ture, “Ask the Minister,” invites the
congregation to pose questions di-

rectly to the Reverend Dr. Mark
Boyea, senior minister.

First Congregational Church is a
member of the United Church of
Christ. The sanctuary is accessible
by a wheelchair ramp and offers in-
frared listening devices for the hear-
ing-impaired. For additional infor-
mation, call (908) 233-2494 or visit
fccofwestfield.org.

Winter Session Registration
Open at Westfield Area Y

WESTFIELD — Registration has
begun for the Westfield Area Y’s
winter session, which runs from
January 4 to February 28.

New programs this session in-
clude: Cardio, Core & Strength In-
tervals and Kickbox Fit for adults
and My Playroom, Super Hero Fit,
Future Flyers and Beginner Dance
for children and youth.

Programs for Special Health
Groups this winter include: Aquat-
ics for People with Disabilities; De-
lay the Disease: Exercise to Fight
Parkinson’s Symptoms; Arthritis
Exercise Program; Project Healthy
Bones and Special Population Per-
sonal Training. The Dragonfly Pro-
gram, for young adults with special
needs, includes Dragonfly Swim
Lessons, Dragonfly Boxing/Strik-
ing and Dragonfly Yoga.

Active Adults can play bridge,
while Lunch and Learn programs
such as “Fall Prevention” and “Nu-
trition Just for Adults” offer oppor-
tunities for adults to get together,
learn and make new friends.

The Westfield Area Y continues to
offer swim lessons and competitive
swim teams and has revamped its youth
sports program to provide children
the opportunity to progress at their
own pace within a sport. The Y fea-
tures a wide variety of youth and teen
sports programs ranging from basket-
ball, climbing, soccer, Pillo Polo and

Tae Kwon Do to ballet, Flyers Track
& Field, Zumba and Yoga.

Multiple childcare options are
available; with programs in
Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood
and Cranford, the Y seeks to accom-
modate busy parents’ schedules.

For more information on any Y
programs, or to receive a complete
Program Guide on all programs, ser-
vices and events taking place at the
Westfield Area Y, call (908) 233-2700
or visit the Y online at
westfieldynj.org. Financial assistance
is available for those who qualify.

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT FRANCIS MURACH, JR.
(She is the former Miss Elizabeth Anne Morrissey)

Miss Elizabeth A. Morrissey
Weds Robert F. Murach, Jr.

Miss Elizabeth Anne Morrissey, the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. William
Morrissey of Westfield, was married
on Saturday, July 12, to Robert Francis
Murach, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Rob-
ert F. Murach, Sr. of Long Valley, N.J.

The afternoon ceremony took place
at the Catholic Church of the Holy
Trinity in Westfield, with the bride
given in marriage by her father. Rev-
erend Monsignor Joseph P. Masiello
officiated at the nuptials. An evening
reception followed at the Knoll Coun-
try Club in Parsippany.

Dr. Allison Hauf of Newtown, Pa.,
the bride’s college friend, was the
matron of honor. The bridal atten-
dants included Constance and Mel-
issa Morrissey, sisters-in-law of the
bride; Toni-Ann Feeney and Jill
Zambell, sisters of the bridegroom;
Colleen Clyne and Catherine Porta,
cousins of the bride, and Lauren
Murphy, a friend of the bride.

Charles Enman of Townsend, Del.,
a friend of the bridegroom, was the
best man. Serving as groomsmen
were Sean Feeney and Michael
Zambell, brothers-in-law of the bride-
groom; Daniel and Patrick Morrissey,
brothers of the bride, and Andrew
Knapp, Richard Pontown and Kevin
Reinecke, friends of the bridegroom.

The ring bearers were Benjamin
and William Morrissey, nephews of
the bride; Connor and Ryan Feeney,

and Owen and Mason Zambell, neph-
ews of the bridegroom.

A 2000 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned her Bachelor
of Science degree from Saint Joseph’s
University in Philadelphia in 2004.
She earned her Masters Degree in
Education at the College of Saint Eliza-
beth in Convent Station in 2009. She is
employed as a third grade teacher in
the Glen Ridge school system.

The bridegroom, a 2000 graduate
of West Morris Central High School
in Chester, earned a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree from Lynchburg College
in Lynchburg, Va. in 2004. He is
employed as a senior property loss
specialist at Liberty Mutual Insur-
ance Company.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted a rehearsal dinner before the
wedding at the Garlic Rose Restau-
rant in Cranford.

The matron of honor and bridal
attendants hosted a bridal shower in
May at the Bernards Inn in
Bernardsville.

Following a honeymoon in Aruba,
the couple resides in Warren Town-
ship.

Dive/Swim Lessons
Available to Youth

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y Aquatics Department is offer-
ing diving lessons and swim lessons
over the winter break to help keep
children engaged and active while
school is out.

Beginner and advanced diving les-
sons are available afternoons and
evenings. Two sets of group swim
lessons are available for three morn-
ings each on the days when school is
out. Lessons run through Wednes-
day, December 31, at the Main Y
Facility, located at 220 Clark Street,
Westfield. For information on days
and times that these lessons are being
offered, visit westfieldynj.org.

Spots are limited. Interested per-
sons may register online at
westfieldynj.org or at the Welcome
Center at the Main Y Facility. Any-
one with questions is asked to call
Patti Cassiba at (908) 233-2700, ex-
tension no. 223, or to e-mail her at
pcassiba@westfieldynj.org.

TRIAL LAWYERS

Work Related Accidents
Workers’ Compensation

Est. 1984

Call Jon Bramnick
Certified Civil Trial Attorney

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains  •  www.jonbramnick.com

OWEN BRAND
NMLS# 222999

Home Financing By

owen.brand@pncmortgage.com
Member

FDIC

Local: 908-789-2730

Cell: 908-337-7282

PNC is a registered service mark of The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. (“PNC”). PNC Mortgage is a division of PNC Bank,

National Association, a subsidiary of PNC. All loans are provided by PNC Bank, National Association and are subject to credit

approval and property appraisal. 2014 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved.
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Celebrate Christmas with First Congregational Church!

Fourth Sunday In Advent

“Silent Nights”

 

Christmas Eve 

Christmas Morning 

Family Worship, Carol Sing &  
“Ask the Minister”

Everyone’s Welcome–Especially You!

:

A member of the United  
Church of Christ


