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Whose birthday
is it, anyway?

It's not who comes down the chimney,
but who came down from heaven.
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Master Gardeners Help Out
Y’s Men’s Tree-Wreath Sale

Photo courtesy of T.J. Karns
TEAMWORK...Union County Master Gardener (MG) volunteers helped the
Westfield Y’s Men’s Club unload a shipment of 435 Fraser fir trees December 7
for the club’s 61st Annual Christmas Tree and Wreath Sale, which benefits local
youth and community service groups, including the MGs. Among those on hand
were T.J. Karns, Master Gardener and Grants and Publicity chairwoman, front
row with red hat; Bill West, president and trustee of the Westfield Area Y’s Men’s
Club, second row, with tan baseball cap, and Steve Suriano, club vice-president
and trustee, first row in blue-and-white sweater.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

WESTFIELD — Nineteen mem-
bers of Master Gardeners of Union
County helped unload 435 Fraser
Fir Christmas trees December 7
for the Westfield Area Y’s Men’s
Club’s 61st Annual Christmas Tree
and Wreath Sale. The sale, taking
place at the large lot at the corner
of Elm and Walnut Streets in
Westfield, runs through Tuesday,
December 23. Sale hours are Mon-
day through Friday, 5 to 9 p.m.,
and Saturday and Sunday, 9 a.m.
to 6 p.m.

T.J. Karns, who chairs Grants and
Publicity for the Master Gardeners,
has organized the annual tree-un-
loading event for the past eight years
as a way to give back to the Y’s
Men’s Club for its generous grants
to the Master Gardeners.

“Both our Master Gardeners and
the Y’s Men are volunteer groups
whose mission is community ser-
vice,” said Ms. Karns. “Since their
start-up in 1953, the Westfield Area
Y’s Men’s Club has given more
than $2 million to local youth and
community service groups, includ-
ing the MGs.

“Master Gardeners raise food to
help feed the hungry in Union
County. Since 2002, we have culti-
vated and donated 23,850 pounds
of vegetables, fruit and herbs to
local soup kitchens and food pan-

tries,” she added.
According to Steve Suriano,

vice-president and trustee of the
Westfield Area Y’s Men’s Club,
the club sells about 1,200 trees per
year. In 2013, the club donated
approximately $40,000 of its net
proceeds to about 30 local chari-
ties, among them Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital in Mountainside.

In addition to the North Caro-
lina Fraser Firs, the sale features
Nova Scotia Balsams and Pennsyl-
vania Douglas Firs plus wreaths,
roping and user-friendly tree stands
for one-stop shopping. All trees
are given a fresh cut to take water.
Branches are trimmed at customer
request, prior to drilling a hole in
the trunk for the tree stand. The
tree is then baled and loaded on the
customer’s vehicle.

The Westfield Area Y’s Men’s
Club is a New Jersey non-profit and
recognized 501(c)(3) charitable or-
ganization. For more information,
contact Brian Duggan at (908) 232-
6930 or dugganb@ymail.com.

The Master Gardeners of Union
County are headquartered in
Westfield at 300 North Avenue
East. To become a Master Gar-
dener, contact Judi LaGanga at
Rutgers Cooperative Extension at
(908) 654-9854 or visi t
mastergardeners-uc.org/.
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Celebrating Our 25th Anniversary

Trinity Church Announces
Christmas Service Schedule

CRANFORD — The Trinity Epis-
copal Church, located at 119 Forest
Avenue, Cranford, invites every-
one to come and celebrate the
Christmas season with the congre-
gation. All services will be cel-
ebrated by the Reverend Dr. Gina
Walsh-Minor, rector of Trinity Epis-
copal Church.

On Wednesday, December 24,
Christmas Eve, beginning at 4:30
p.m., there will be the Blessing of
the Creche, a Children’s Pageant
and Holy Eucharist: Rite II. A
Christmas Festival of Carols with
Holy Eucharist will take place at 10
p.m.

Christmas Day will be celebrated
on Thursday, December 25, at 10
a.m., with Holy Eucharist: Rite II.

The custom of displaying figures
depicting the birth of Jesus Christ
began with Saint Francis of Assisi,
who made the Christmas creche, or
manger, for Christmas Eve of 1223.
The Christmas manger, or nativity
scene, was a primarily special dis-
play for families in their homes,
drawing them together in prayer
and joyful celebration. Each year,
on the Vigil of Christmas, the par-
ish children carry the figures of the
animals, shepherds and the Holy
Family, recreating a display that
tells the story of the Christ Child.

Trinity Episcopal Church is a fam-
ily church that has been serving the
needs of Cranford area families
since 1872. Sunday services are at

8 a.m. and 10 a.m. and are cel-
ebrated by Reverend Walsh-Minor.

Trinity also provides Trinity Epis-
copal Day School (TEDS), a state-
licensed facility serving children
from age 2½ through kindergarten.

NATIVITY SCENE...The Trinity Episcopal Church of Cranford invites mem-
bers of the community to join the congregation at services on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day, which will include a Children’s Christmas Pageant on Wednes-
day, December 24, at 4:30 p.m. Pictured is last year’s Children’s Pageant. Trinity
Church is located at 119 Forest Avenue.

Hanukkah Party Set
Sunday at Temple

SCOTCH PLAINS – Congrega-
tion Beth Israel will host its annual
Hanukkah party this Sunday, De-
cember 21, from 10:30 a.m. until
noon. This event will be free and
open to the community.

Co-sponsored by Congregation
Beth Israel’s Sisterhood and Men’s
Club, the Hanukkah party will feature
musical entertainment, a magic show,
food and games for the whole family.

“The school children are eager to
celebrate Hanukkah with our syna-
gogue family and with the entire
community,” said Gail Beckman
Buchbinder, education director of
Congregation Beth Israel.

No advance registration is re-
quired for the party. Participants
are asked to bring a kosher canned
good to be donated to Union
County’s kosher food pantry, oper-
ated by Jewish Family Service.

Congregation Beth Israel is lo-
cated at 18 Shalom Way, at the cor-
ner of Martine Avenue, in Scotch
Plains. For more information, call
the synagogue office at (908) 889-
1830.

ACGNJ to Spotlight
Computer Languages
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Ama-

teur Computer Group of New Jer-
sey (ACGNJ) will feature a “Com-
puter Language Shootout” at its
meeting tomorrow, Friday, Decem-
ber 19, from 8 to 10 p.m.

Bruce Arnold will host this event.
Each speaker will have 15 minutes or
so to describe and demonstrate his or
her favorite computer language. The
ACGNJ is seeking approximately six
volunteers, which is about what the
group has had in previous years. Lan-
guages can be new or old.

Meetings of the ACGNJ take place
on the second floor of the Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad building, located
at 1916 Bartle Avenue, Scotch Plains.
Participation is free. Directions to the
rescue squad building are available on
the club website, acgnj.org, or by call-
ing (908) 246-0410.

The ACGNJ is a computer user
group/club based in Scotch Plains.
Founded in May of 1975, the club
is open to anyone interested in com-
puters. All ACGNJ events are open
to the public and are free.

Library Exhibits Highlight
Art, Gone With the Wind

WESTFIELD – Through the end
of January, the paintings of Takayo
Futamura will be exhibited in the
Internet Lounge of the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street. The collection of
large oils on canvas features mod-
els of many races, ages and sizes.

A resident of Westfield for more
than 20 years, Ms. Futamura loved
art, music and art museums as a
child but chose instead to study
computer science in college. As
she says, “I never thought much
about painting” until one day seven
years ago a good friend asked her
to take an art class with her.

Just for fun, she took the class
once a week and then discovered
that she really enjoyed painting
and started to get more serious
about it. Ms. Futamura has ex-
plored still life, portraits and fig-
ures. She finds people most inter-
esting, although she always likes
to paint light and shadow regard-
less of the subject.

Recently she was awarded the
Janet and Russell Doubleday Merit
Scholarship from the Art Students
League of New York City to con-
tinue her studies in painting.

The library’s front display case
features the “Gone with the Wind”
collection of a Westfield resident
who wishes to remain anonymous.
Set against the backdrop of the
Civil War and Reconstruction, the
movie Gone with the Wind was
adapted from Margaret Mitchell’s
book and directed by David O.
Selznick. This month marks the
75th anniversary of this historical
romance, which won 10 Academy
Awards.

The collector first saw a re-re-
lease of the movie in the 1970s,
and since then, has seen the movie
upwards of a dozen times. After
seeing the movie, she read the book
and then began collecting newspa-
per clippings and TV guides. Over
time, the collection grew to in-
clude a Madame Alexander Scarlett
O’Hara doll from her mother; a rag
doll of Scarlett, made by her
mother; a paper doll collection of
Scarlett; little wooden replicas
from the set; dolls of other charac-
ters; books; commemorative plates
and other memorabilia.

Every year her husband gives her

an autographed photograph of one
of the movie’s stars. Thus far she
has Clark Gable, who played Rhett
Butler; Vivien Leigh, who played
Scarlett  O’Hara; Olivia de
Havilland, who played Melanie
Howard, and Cammie King Conlon,
who played Bonnie Blue Butler.

“I hope this exhibit will spark
some new interest in the film,” said
the collector. She added, “Every
time I see it, I see something dif-
ferent in it.”

The paintings of Takayo
Futamura and the “Gone with the
Wind” exhibit can be seen anytime
the library is open: Monday
through Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m.; Friday and Saturday, 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sunday, 1 to 5
p.m. The library will be closed on
Wednesday and Thursday, Decem-
ber 24 and 25, for Christmas, clos-
ing at 5 p.m. on Wednesday, De-
cember 31, for New Year’s Eve and
closed on Thursday, January 1, for
New Year’s Day.

For more information on library
programs and services, visit the
library’s website, wmlnj.org, sign
up on the website to receive the
monthly e-newsletter, “Library
Loop,” or stop by the library for a
copy of its quarterly newsletter,
“Take Note.”


