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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2014 / 8:00pm - 1:00am 

SHACKAMAXON  

ASK ABOUT OUR BRAND NEW POOL  
COMPLEX OPENING SPRING 2015 

1607 SHACKAMAXON DRIVE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED / Please call Amanda Maloney at  
(908) 233-1300 ext. 1220 

 In the event you need to cancel your reservation, please do so within 48 
hours of the event in order to avoid incurring a 50% charge. 

 

Featuring:  
5 Hour Premium Open Bar, Cocktail Hour,  
Dinner, Dessert, Champagne Toast and  

DJ Entertainment by Shine Events 
 

$125.00  
per person 

*All prices subject to a 20% service charge and NJ State Tax. 

COUNTRY CLUB 

RING IN THE NEW YEAR AT 

ShovlinMattress.com

BEDS AND BIG SCREENS

BUY A Nirvana

GET A

AT

DURING

40”

WITH A POWER BASE

35 South Ave, Fanwood, NJ 07023 • 908.322.4178

Letters to the Editor
Beautiful Display of The Freedom of

Religion The USA Enjoys
For the 14th consecutive year the

Northside of the Westfield Train Station
has a display for the Christmas and Ha-
nukkah season. The Crèche, a Menorah
and the Christmas tree. A beautiful dis-
play of the freedom of religion the USA
enjoys.

While I respect some may not appreci-
ate the display – turning off, tapering and
breaking the spotlight are signs of disre-
spect for the property of other individuals
or organizations. All of these have unfor-
tunately occurred the first week that the
Crèche has been displayed this year.

I ask any Grinch(s) who have taken
these actions to refrain from further van-
dalism so the display can be enjoyed as
we celebrate the federal holiday of Christ-
mas.

I would also like to mention that the
Knights of Columbus display the Crèche.
Members are from all three local parishes
St. Helen’s, Holy Trinity and Our Lady
of Lourdes.

Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah
and Happy Kwanza.

Tom Madaras
Westfield

Not By Taking To The Streets,
Does He Not Know?

President Obama may be the chief
executive of the federal government,
but in an interview by BET aired
December 8, 2014 he stated concern-
ing the protests regarding the deci-
sions of the two grand juries, “The
country’s conscience has to be trig-
gered by some inconvenience.”

Does he not know that the institu-
tion of the grand jury is required by
the Fifth Amendment to the United
States Constitution? “No person shall
answer for a capital crime, or other-
wise infamous crime, unless on a
presentment or indictment of a Grand
Jury….”

Does he not know that relief from
a grand jury decision comes through
judicial relief and not by taking to the
streets?

What he calls an “inconvenience”
was far more than that to the tens of
thousands of motorists unable to get
to work or go home because protest-
ors illegally blocked highways,
bridges, and tunnels! And to the mer-
chants, restaurateurs, and theater
owners across the country who saw
their business drop off this holiday
season! And to people in Monument
Square in New Brunswick who were
denied the Christmas tree-lighting
ceremony because of protestors! And
to the EMS workers unable to get to
their calls!

But this is the same President who
without Congressional authorization
permits millions of people illegally
in the United States to remain here

without fears of deportation or man-
datory fines and/or jail terms! And
who also without Congressional au-
thorization changes fundamental pro-
visions of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act!

What must the world, particularly
our country’s enemies, think of such
lawlessness?

President Obama is a lawyer and
former constitutional law lecturer at
the University of Chicago who should
know that there is only one accept-
able way to achieve reform in our
beloved country! And that is “to pe-
tition the government for a redress of
grievances.” (First Amendment to the
United States Constitution)

Sad to say, there is growing disre-
gard in the country not only for the
law, but also for law enforcement!
Police officers are required to wear
body cameras as if they are not to be
trusted. People feel as a matter of
right that they may hurl invective and
worse at police officers and/or disre-
gard their orders! Even the Central
Intelligence Agency at this time of
growing terrorist threat is lambasted
by the United States Select Commit-
tee on Intelligence!

The law, the judicial process, and
law enforcement give us political sta-
bility. An enormous achievement
given the political instability in so
many countries today!

We undermine them at our peril!
Stephen Schoeman

Westfield

Rockefeller Center By Paul Lachenauer for
The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lance Statement on Passage of
Government Funding Bill

WASHINGTON, DC — Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) released a statement fol-
lowing House passage of H.R. 83, which
funds the majority of the federal govern-
ment through September 30, 2015 con-
sistent with the Ryan-Murray budget
agreement.

“This legislation abides by the Ryan-
Murray budget agreement and brings fed-
eral discretionary spending to its lowest
level in nine years. It puts our nation on
track to save taxpayers more than $2.1
trillion while protecting jobs and sup-
porting our national defense and our vet-
erans. And I am pleased this bill included
provisions from my legislation which
prevents a taxpayer bailout of health in-
surance companies under ObamaCare’s
risk corridor program.

“This bill addresses President Obama’s
executive overreach by only funding the
Department of Homeland Security, which
oversees immigration enforcement,
through February. This will allow Con-
gress to challenge the President’s unilat-
eral actions on immigration directly next
month when there will be new Republi-
can majorities in both chambers.

“With a unified Republican-led Con-
gress beginning in 2015, I look forward
to working with my colleagues in Janu-
ary to pass a spending bill that defunds
the President’s executive overreach.”

Additional highlights in the bill in-
clude:

*Returns discretionary spending to pre-
Speaker Nancy Pelosi levels.

*Reduces funding for the Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS) by $345 million.

*Bans the IRS from targeting those
individuals and organizations who are
simply seeking to exercise their freedom
of speech.

*Cuts funding for the EPA by $60
million.

*Supports America’s commitment to
Israel by including $3.1 billion in aid.

*Provides $2.5 billion for processing

VA disability claims to end the backlog
and rescinds $41 million in performance
bonuses at the VA.

*Prohibits funds from being used to
transfer detainees from the terrorist de-
tention facility at Guantanamo Bay.

*Prohibits the National Labor Rela-
tions Board (NLRB) from implementing
regulations that would allow union orga-
nizing rules to circumvent the rights of
workers.

*Provides no new funding for
ObamaCare, and cuts $10 million from
the Independent Payment Advisory Board
(IPAB) – an unelected board of 15 bu-
reaucrats given authority to address ris-
ing health care costs by denying care to
seniors.

*Provides needed oversight of
ObamaCare’s tax subsidies by directing
the Inspector General at the Department
of Health and Human Services and the
Department of the Treasury to report
back on any waste, fraud or abuse.

*Provides $5.4 billion to fight ebola at
home and abroad.

*Funding is prohibited for acquiring,
storing or monitoring electronic commu-
nications of a U.S. citizen from a public
service provider under section 501 of
FISA.

*All existing pro-life protections are
extended, with new protections included
in the bill such as requiring the Office of
Civil Rights to respond to claims of vio-
lations of conscience protections.

*Funding for any future “Fast and
Furious” type activity is prohibited.

*The UN Arms Trade Treaty cannot
be funded or implemented.

*There is no funding for the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF).

*Eliminates Race To The Top, a main
driver of Common Core.

*The administration’s school lunch
regulations are relaxed.

*ACORN and its subsidiaries are pro-
hibited from receiving federal funds.

Garwood Councilwoman Relays She
Was Misquoted at Council Meeting

I would like to note that I was mis-
quoted in the last issue on 12/11/14 in the
article, “GW Discusses Encroachments
on AFC” on page 10 where the article
stated, “New guards would be paid $17.50
per hour.” At the Council meeting, I
stated new crossing guards would be paid
$17 per hour, which is the same rate

alternate guards would be making. This
can be verified by watching the work-
shop video on the Garwood Insight
YouTube Channel at 40 minutes and 26
seconds (https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=o_Nhd7Tngbw). Thank you.

Councilwoman Sara Todisco
Garwood

Increase Our Christmas Recycling
Please recycle all of your Christmas

paper and packaging. There is no reason
for the amount of garbage we residents
put out for pickup in the days after Christ-
mas. The wrapping paper is just paper. It
should be recycled or even reused.

The cardboard gift packaging is paper
too and should be recycled. So can Christ-
mas cards and envelopes. (The cards fronts
can even be reused next year!).

The plastic wrapping around our gifts,
has the recycling symbol and numbers
inside. It can and should be recycled.
Plastic comes from oil. Recycle our plas-
tic and maybe we can reduce our oil use,
cost, dependency, and carbon footprint.

Now Cranford and Garwood recycle
Styrofoam. We can even put that packag-
ing in with the recycling! There is no

reason for our Christmas week garbage to
increase in any way.

Residents can even contact me at
WNierstedt@garwood.org if you are
uncertain as to whether or not something
can be recycled!

We taxpayers complain about high
taxes, and we pay for our garbage by
weight, volume and air pollution. If we
reduce the amount of garbage we gener-
ate, we pay less. We also become more
environmentally responsible citizens.
Let’s see if we can all increase our recy-
cling efforts after Christmas this year too.

Save a tree! Reduce air pollution! And
make it an annual habit! Merry Christmas
and Happy Holidays to all.

Bill Nierstedt
Garwood Councilman


