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County Looks to Accept
Hudson JV Detainees

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Union and Hudson
Counties are continuing to work out
an agreement whereby youth housed
at Hudson’s Juvenile Detention Cen-
ter would be transferred to Union
County’s detention center in Linden.
The deal is expected to generate $2.1
million in revenue into Union
County’s coffers while saving Hudson
$5 million.

Hudson would pay Union County
$230 per day in the first year of the
agreement and $240 per day in the
second year, according to a Union
County press release. Hudson aver-
ages 30 juvenile detainees per day,
according to a Jersey Journal article.
The two-year agreement is to start
January 1.

The contract would guarantee that
at least 20 juveniles be housed at the
Union County facility. Union County
replaced its former 34-bed detention
facility with a 76-bed, 70,000-square-
foot facility in March of 2008.

“This is an example of good gov-
ernmental policy that would maxi-
mize the revenue potential of an asset
the county has in our newer juvenile
detention center,” Freeholder Chair-
man Chris Hudak said through a press
release issued Friday. “We are opti-
mistic a final arrangement will be
worked out soon.”

The Hudson board tabled a vote on
the agreement at its meeting last
Thursday, the same night the Union
County board discussed the pending
agreement in executive session. Both
counties recently worked out an agree-
ment for Diana Youst, the director of
Hudson’s detention center, to serve
as acting superintendent of Union
County’s facility. Union County is
reimbursing Hudson for Ms. Youst’
salary and fringe benefits.

Both counties also have looked at
sending adult inmates from the Union
County jail to the Hudson lockup.

In other business, the Union County
Freeholder Board adopted an ordi-
nance last Thursday that bans the
practice of hydraulic fracturing on
county-owned land.

The ordinance “prohibits and bans
all drilling for natural gas, and explo-
ration for natural gas, beyond the
reconnaissance phase” on all county-
owned properties.

“The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders recognizes that the
exploratory, drilling and extraction
operations in hydraulic fracturing
pose significant risks to public health,
safety, and welfare, as well as the
natural resources of Union County,”
according to the ordinance.

“Fracking is a drilling technique
which uses vast quantities of water
mixed with chemicals and solids
pumped into shale formations at high
pressure to fracture the shale forma-
tions. As a result, the water, known as
wastewater, becomes contaminated
with heavy metals that present a risk to
the people and property of the County
of Union,” according to the ordinance.

Per a question from Bruce Pater-
son of Garwood, First Deputy County
Counsel Rosalba Comas said the or-
dinance could be rescinded or the
language amended.

County Manager Al Faella said the
ordinance also enables the Depart-

ment of Parks and Recreation to “have
some flexibility” in providing dis-
counts and special programs at some
county events without having to come
back to the freeholders to amend the
county ordinance each time.

He said the ordinance also ad-
dresses encroachment on county prop-
erties, skateboard safety, etc.

The board also approved a
$300,000 contract with the New Jer-
sey State AFL-CIO Community Ser-
vices Agency, Inc. to run a program to
help documented persons in Union
County gain United States citizen-
ship. The program will be located at
the county’s Workforce Innovation
Business (WIB) Center at the Jersey
Gardens Mall in Elizabeth.

William Reyes, director of the De-
partment of Economic Development,
said, according to statistics from the
U.S. Immigration Office, there are
52,000 documented persons in Union
County.

Mr. Paterson of Garwood said that
statistic means one in 10 persons in
the county is documented.

The board also renewed its policy
with the New Jersey Counties Excess
Joint Insurance Fund at $2.6 million.
Norman Albert, director of adminis-
trative services, said Union County is
one of nine counties that belong to the
joint insurance fund. He said the pur-
pose of the fund is to “price out the
best prices for excess insurance.”

“I think it protects us,” Mr. Albert
said.

At the start of the meeting the board
recognized the nurses and participants
of JFK Medical Center’s “Plainfield
Health Connections” Program. The
program’s goal is to improve the health
and wellness of the underinsured and
uninsured by connecting them to health
resources and to reduce visits to the
emergency room.

“Not nearly as much work as Fred
(Lange) did.” Jack Molenaar, a Fan-
wood councilman serving on the
commission, said, “You’ve met all
the conditions in this process. We’ve
done everything we could do to this
point.”

Other commission members were
John Thompson and Philip Weiner,
both of Scotch Plains. Bruce Arthur
of Scotch Plains had served as an
alternate. Anthony DiBattista of
Fanwood had served as vice-chair-
man.

Mr. Parisi said he had written
letters to the state, the bidders and
to local donors informing them of
the commission’s decision.

Michael Lewis, a Fanwood resi-
dent who often made up an audi-
ence of one at most of the meetings,
said to Mr. Parisi, “From the outset
of the process, I thought it would be
hijacked by outsiders, but you never
let that happen, much to your credit.
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decrease in property value of homes
located along the proposed pipeline.

To further emphasize the govern-
ing body’s opposition to the project,
the resolution calls for a moratorium
on all planning, proposal, surveying
or construction of the pipeline through
Fanwood. The borough is requesting
of the Pilgrim Pipeline LLC a full
environmental impact statement to
assess the potential consequences of
the construction.

This resolution will be copied and
sent to Governor Chris Christie, the
New Jersey Legislature, Union
County Freeholders and to the clerks
of Watchung and all of the munici-
palities in Union County.

Council President Russell Huegel,
who filled in for Mayor Colleen Mahr,
who was not at the meeting, said
following the meeting, “There is a
large bi-partisan effort, in the area, to
oppose the pipeline.”

In other business, Councilwoman
Katherine Mitchell announced the
retirement from the police depart-
ment of Russell Yeager and Anthony
Espinosa. Ms. Mitchell congratulated
both men on their retirement and
thanked them for their service to the
borough.

The next meeting of the council
will be the re-organizational meeting
on Thursday, January 1, at noon at the
municipal building.

try, two issues of gender, and one
issue of disability.

Superintendent Hayes thanked all
who were involved in supervising
HIB reports and said the programs
the school district provides to edu-
cate students on HIB is “building
good character.”

The BOE adopted a resolution titled
Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC) Municipalities Continu-
ing Disclosure Cooperative Initiative.
“We do comply and we do report to
the SEC,” Business Administrator
Deborah Saridaki said.

Architectural draft drawings for the
renovation of supervisors’ offices in
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
were approved by the BOE, with a
cost not to exceed $2,400. The work
is being done by school staff, but the
Township of Scotch Plains requested
drawings to be drafted for the work to
be completed, Board President Trip
Whitehouse said.

There also was an approval of Par-
ticipation Agreement for Cooperative
Purchasing of Competitive Telecom-
munications. The board has entered
into a cooperative agreement with the
Middlesex Regional Educational Ser-
vices Commission. A contract was
awarded to Comcast for a 60-month
term, beginning July 1, 2015, at a
monthly cost of $2,370, through the
cooperative agreement. This is a sig-
nificant savings of what the board
pays now — $4,300 a month.

The school district received a 2014
Educational Alliance Grant in the
amount of $500 from ExxonMobil
through applicant Scotch Plains
Exxon, a gas station situated at
Glenside Avenue and Route 22. The
grant will help support and enhance
programs with emphasis on math-
ematics and science in the schools.

At the request of Mr. Whitehouse,
the board will draft a letter thanking
Scotch Plains Exxon for supporting
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood schools.

The BOE also approved the renewal
of the Honeywell service agreement,
in the yearly fee of $12,992, which
represents an increase of 1.5 percent.

Ms. Bauer said during her commit-
tee report that a special committee is
working on ways to find funding for
special education, since there are more
and more students enrolled in special
education.

Standard and Poor’s has given the
school district a AA rating, Mr.
Whitehouse said. He said the board’s
“financial practices are good” and the
“net debt is a low 2 percent.”

“We are quite pleased with a AA
rating, it puts us in a good position if
we do want to borrow,” Mr.
Whitehouse said.

The next BOE meeting is tonight,
Thursday, December 18, at 7:30 p.m.
The high school’s chamber choir will
perform.

NEWEST FANWOOD OFFICER...Fanwood Police Officer Dan Kranz is pic-
tured with his parents, Fanwood Councilman Tom Kranz and Marianne Kranz,
after graduating from the John H. Stamler Police Academy in ceremonies held at
the Union County Performing Arts Center in Rahway.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FROM ROCKEFELLER CENTER…The Christmas tree is beautifully lit for the
holiday season as crowds gather to enjoy the famous tree.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOLY NIGHT... Angels are aglow around the Rockefeller Center Christmas tree
in New York City.

the termination will “absolutely”
be filed. “Whoever was behind all
of this and claims to have the best
interests of the town will end up
costing the township a lot of time
and aggravation and money,” he
stated. Mr. Schiller added that he
“fully expects this to come out the
right way.”

Mr. Giaimis’ e-mail to the coun-
cil also stated that Mr. Malool had
sent a racially-tinged e-mail related
to the riots in Ferguson, Mo. Call-
ing it “a lapse in judgment,” Mr.
Malool, who was relieved of his
position as battalion chief as a re-
sult, told The Times that he regret-
ted “if anyone was offended by it.”
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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPREADING HOLIDAY CHEER… The Watson Bagpipers entertain  shoppers
Saturday while walking along Central Avenue in downtown Westfield.

Westfield Police to Crack
Down on Drunk Drivers

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Police Department will again be
cracking down on drunk drivers as
part of the annual year end “Drive
Sober or Get Pulled Over” state-
wide campaign.

Beginning on December 5, 2014
and continuing through January 2,
2015, the Westfield Police Depart-
ment will be conducting increased
police patrols dedicated to looking
for motorists who may be driving
while intoxicated.

“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over”
is a national effort which seeks to
raise awareness about the dangers
of drinking and driving through a
combination of high-visibility po-
lice enforcement and public educa-
tion.

“This initiative can help save lives
at a time of the year when drunk
driving traditionally increases by
nearly 10 percent," stated Westfield
Police Chief David C. Wayman.

“It brings needed attention to the
serious consequences of drunk driv-
ing and highlights the grave dan-
gers that drunk drivers present to
others,” the chief added.

Last year, 22 percent of all motor
vehicle fatalities in New Jersey were
alcohol-related. Nationally, more
than 10,000 people die each year in
drunk driving crashes.

Chief Wayman and the Westfield
Police Department offer the fol-
lowing advice for a safe end of the
year holiday season:

– Take mass transit, call a taxi
service or ask a sober friend to
drive you home;

– Spend the night where the ac-
tivity or party is held;

– If you see an impaired driver on
the road, contact local law enforce-
ment – your actions may save
someone’s life – and your inaction
could cost someone’s life;

– Always buckle-up, every ride –
it’s your best defense against a
drunken driver;

– If you are intoxicated and trav-
eling on foot, the safest way to get
home is to take a taxi or have a
sober family member or friend drive
or escort you to your doorstep;

– Be responsible – if someone
you know has been drinking, don’t
let that person get behind the wheel.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SOUNDS  OF CHRISTMAS… The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts Holiday
Quintet entertains in downtown Westfield on Saturday.

Scotch Plains Council OKs
Bid For Shady Rest Roof

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council wrapped up its busi-
ness for the year by approving a bid
to replace the roof at the Shady Rest
Country Club building and hearing
recommendations from the Down-
town Development Committee.

At its final meeting of 2014 on
Tuesday, two weeks before Demo-
crats retake control of the five-mem-
ber governing body, the council ap-
proved a bid by Integrity Roofing
Inc. of Rahway to replace the aging
roof at the historic country club
building for an amount not to ex-
ceed $158,000. Township Manager
Jerry Giaimis explained that, of the
four bids received, Integrity’s was
the second-lowest, but due to de-
fects in the low bidder’s documents,
that lower bid was rejected. Those
who support refurbishing the coun-
try club building have been push-
ing the council to begin roof re-
placement before winter weather
sets in.

In other business, the council
heard from Joseph Doyle, one of
eight members of the Downtown
Development Committee, which
has been meeting since its estab-
lishment in the spring to explore
ways to revitalize the central busi-
ness district. He presented three
recommendations for the council
to consider. First is a study of the
feasibility of a jitney service “for
commuters and downtown shop-
pers,” Mr. Doyle said, adding that a
similar service in Maplewood could
serve as a model. The committee
also recommended contacting NJ
Transit to request that Scotch Plains’
name be included on its signage at
the Fanwood train station. While
the station is located in Fanwood,
Scotch Plains is “within arm’s
reach,” Mr. Doyle pointed out. A
third recommendation was to re-
cruit local high-school students to
assist with marketing efforts aimed
at branding the downtown district
and improving its image.

Mr. Doyle also told the council

that the committee is developing a
questionnaire for merchants, inves-
tigating various sources of outside
funding and looking at other busi-
ness districts “to see what works.”

The council also passed an ordi-
nance renewing a 15-year contract
with Comcast that will include a
$75,000 grant to Scotch Plains Tele-
vision to be used to purchase some
needed equipment and the addi-
tion, over the course of the con-
tract, of two new local access chan-
nels.

At the start of the council’s meet-
ing, Police Chief Brian Mahoney
announced two department promo-
tions. Lieutenant Ted Conley was
given a provisional appointment to
the rank of captain, while Sergeant
Beverly Peal was promoted to the
rank of lieutenant — becoming the
first female officer in township his-
tory to achieve that rank, much as
she was the groundbreaker when
she was earlier promoted to ser-
geant.

Two Democrats will be sworn in
as council members at the govern-
ing body’s reorganization meeting
on Thursday, January 1, giving the
Democrats a 4-to-1 majority for
2015. Councilmen Michael Marcus
and William Vastine, both of whom
were defeated for re-election last
month, thanked residents for the
opportunity to serve. Council-
woman Colleen Gialanella thanked
both outgoing members for their
assistance to her when she first
joined the council in 2013.

Mayor Kevin Glover said he
looked forward to serving with the
two incoming members — Rose
Checchio and John Del Sordi, Jr.
“We have much to do,” the mayor
said, adding that it was important to
“try to work together to represent
the interests of those we serve.”


