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CF Council Hears Residents’
Concerns on Pipeline

Marano & Sons OK’d For
Variance for Antique Cars
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee heard a report Monday at
its workshop meeting, as well as resi-
dent concerns, on the Pilgrim Pipe-
line, a possible oil pipeline route that
would transport crude oil from Al-
bany, N.Y. to Linden, N.J. and return
to Albany the refined products.

David Pringle, a lobbyist who works
for Clean Water Action, and a
Cranford resident, met with the com-
mittee along with Nelson Ditmar of
the township’s environmental com-
mission to provide information to the
committee on the pipeline that is be-
ing pursued by Pilgrim Pipeline Hold-
ings LLC.

Thus far, the township has not
passed a resolution opposing the Pil-
grim Pipeline. More than half of the
New Jersey municipalities that would
be affected have passed resolutions
opposing the pipeline, Mr. Pringle
said. A leak or explosion are some of
the concerns of having the pipeline.

Lisa O’Leary of Elmora Avenue
said she was concerned of the volatil-
ity of the oil.

“We have much more toxic stuff,”
Mayor Andis Kalnins said. He further
responded that crude oil cannot be lit
with a match. But during Mr. Pringle’s
report, the lobbyist clarified that the
type of crude oil Pilgrim would trans-
port is more volatile than traditional
crude oil. “This one does carry more
risk than a typical oil pipeline,” Mr.

Pringle added.
“Having these products buried un-

derground is a safer means to trans-
port these types of products,” Com-
missioner Tom Hannen, Jr. said.

Mayor Kalnins said to Ms. O’Leary
that he needed more information on
the pipeline before he could make a
determination on passing a resolu-
tion to oppose the Pilgrim Pipeline.
He said the pros are taking away
traffic of vehicles transporting the oil
through other methods, such as barges
and trains.

However, Mr. Pringle said later in
his report it is the contrary. “This is
increasing capacity,” he said, noting
the trains and barges will continue to
transport as well.

Cranford’s drinking water is ob-
tained from the Highlands, where the
pipeline also would go through. “So,
it is a significant drinking water con-
cern for us,” Mr. Pringle said.

Also, Pilgrim has been “bullying”
residents, Mr. Pringle said, to gain
access to their property to survey the
land. “They don’t have right to emi-
nent domain,” said Mr. Pringle, who
advised homeowners to not allow
Pilgrim on their property. Georgia
Avenue, the area by Hillside Avenue
School, and Myrtle Avenue are some
of the residential areas where the pipe-
line would be installed.

PSE&G recently opposed the Pil-
grim Pipeline by denying access to
its right-of-way. Pilgrim wants to run

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Marano & Sons’
auto dealership has been granted a
variance permitting use of its prop-
erty at 201 South Avenue to store car
inventory and sell – by appointment
only – antique and specialty vehicles.

By a unanimous vote, the planning
board at its December 10 meeting
approved the application by Ralph
Marano for his property at the corner
of South Avenue and Oak Street.
While preliminary and final site-plan
approvals were formally granted, they
were unneeded since Mr. Marano will
not be changing the property.

Mr. Marano has already been using
the property to store his higher-end
and antique vehicles inside the build-
ing on site. The property is zoned for
commercial use, but not for automo-
bile sales, prompting his request.

“I’ve been doing this for 40 years,”
Mr. Marano told the board. “I just
want to do it the right way.”

Mr. Marano said he envisions one
day turning the property into a lot that
would just sell antique cars.

Besides the empty lot and building
at 201 South Avenue, Marano & Sons
has three other properties in Garwood:
car lots at 507 South Avenue and 150
South Avenue and an antique car
museum at 49 South Avenue.

“As I’m getting older, I have to get
out of this rat race,” he said. “Find
something slower.”

The 201 South Avenue property
sits on the south side of South Avenue
and the west side of Oak Street, di-
rectly across from The Home Depot

hardware store.
Several board members expressed

concern about the intersection be-
cause of the volume of vehicles and
the difficulty making turns across traf-
fic.

Mr. Marano assured the board that
his use variance will not substantially
alter traffic, since the building will be
almost always unmanned. He did say
in addition to by-appointment sales
and storage, he would use the lot for
outside display of some of his more
rare models.

Since commercial properties re-
quire one shade tree for every five
parking spaces, and the site will add
four parking spaces, the issue of where
to plant a tree was discussed.

Site planner Wayne Ingram, testi-
fying on behalf of Mr. Marano, sug-
gested the tree not be planted be-
tween the sidewalk and curb, lest it
create a visibility issue for cars seek-
ing to turn onto South Avenue from
Oak Street.

Mr. Marano agreed to plant the tree
somewhere else in the borough, and
then offered to plant two trees.

“I’ve got seven Nierstedt trees
somewhere around the borough,” he
said, sparking laughter in the room.

The reference was to Garwood
Borough Councilman and planning
board member Bill Nierstedt, the
chairman of the council’s streets, roads
and ecology committee. Mr. Nierstedt
is known for his liberal environmen-
tal views, fondness for trees and the
strict adherence to ordinances regard-
ing them.

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi officially opened the
much-debated $3.2-million athletic
field complex on Sunday, using an
oversized pair of gold scissors to cut
a red ribbon in front of the site’s
1,500-square-foot field house.

With a crowd of about 100 in atten-
dance, including three Union County
freeholders and all but one of the
borough’s six-member council, Mrs.
Quattrocchi noted the complex’s long-
ago origins, citing the efforts of former
council members Kathleen Villaggio
and Charles Lombardo, who will be-
come mayor in January.

“They all know how long this has
actually been going on,” Mrs.
Quattrocchi said, noting her own in-
volvement since 1997, “and the many
phases this facility went through to
what it finally became.”

The facility will officially be known
as the Garwood Sports and Recre-
ation Complex. The ribbon-cutting
came after a more than 18-month
delay, and with members of the De-
partment of Public Works scurrying
the day before to complete last-minute
touches and final cleanup.

Initially delayed by Superstorm
Sandy and then further slowed by soil
contamination issues, the project was
the source of heated discussion on
council between several of the Demo-
cratic members and Republican Jim
Mathieu. It also was mentioned often
in the recent campaigns for council
and mayor. Mr. Mathieu was absent
from Sunday’s ceremony.

All were smiles under partly sunny
skies and 50-degree temperatures
during the festivities. Within minutes
of Mrs. Quattrocchi’s remarks, about
40 children took to the synthetic soc-
cer/field hockey field, playing soc-
cer, field hockey and touch football.

“It did take a long time, but it’s
been in the plans for well over 10

years,” said Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli, who was the project’s
liaison to council and the most closely
involved council member with it. “I’m
just glad it’s here... No more monthly
meetings. No more reports to get ques-
tioned on.”

Besides the synthetic field – an
under-14, 88-by-60-yard-wide layout
— the 4.85-acre complex is sur-
rounded by a gravel walking path and
includes a youth baseball field, bas-
ketball court, bocce court and play-
ground area. It is located in the south-
east corner of the borough bordered
by Rankin Avenue and New Street
and at the end of Spruce Street.

Both the soccer and baseball fields
have electronic scoreboards.

Apart from restrooms and a meet-
ing room, the field house has a corri-
dor overlooking the soccer field with
sliding glass doors and a kitchen/
concession stand, outfitted with a re-
frigerator, freezer, stove, grill, griddle
and fryer.

Sitting across from the field house
atop a six-step deck is a 500-foot,
two-story storage/announcers’ booth,
which has views of both the baseball
and soccer fields.

Besides being open to the general

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry ChristmasMerry Christmas Send your holiday wishes to all in next week’s newspaper on Friday, December 26,
by visiting www.goleader.com/christmas/greeting before Monday, December 22.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THE FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS...Rabbi Levi Block of the Union County Torah
Center leads the ceremony to light the Menorah for the first night of Hanukkah
in downtown Westfield on Tuesday night.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
PROUD MOMENT… Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi (second from right) cuts
the ribbon to officially open the Garwood Sports and Recreation Complex on
Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT… Youngsters, members of the Westfield ‘Y’s Men’s Club, assist in trimming trees during the club’s
annual Christmas tree sale.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
HOLIDAY CHEER… The New Jersey Workshop for the Arts alpenhorns
entertain shoppers in downtown Westfield on Saturday.

Council Passes Resolution Opposing
Construction of Pilgrim Pipeline
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By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — At its last regular
public meeting of the year Tuesday
evening, the Westfield Town Council
passed a resolution supporting the
recent actions of the New Jersey State
Senate and New Jersey State Assem-
bly. Both bodies passed resolutions
opposing the Pilgrim Pipeline project

in New Jersey.
As covered in a recent edition of

The Westfield Leader, the Pilgrim
Pipeline is a proposed project con-
sisting of two adjacent 179-mile pipes
which would carry unrefined oil via
one pipeline from Albany, N.Y. to the
Bayway Refinery, located in Linden.
The unrefined oil would be processed
at the Bayway facility and the result-

ing products (gasoline, diesel fuel,
jet fuel, heating oil) would be shipped
back to Albany through the adjacent
pipeline.

Opponents of the project, such as
the New Jersey Chapter of the Sierra
Club, are concerned about potential
contamination of the area’s water
table as well as damage from erosion
if the pipeline is constructed.

Another concern, according to the
Sierra Club, is the type of oil that will
be transported. Known as Bakken
shale, the oil is produced through
fracking and is one of the most explo-
sive types of oil in the world.

The proposed area in Westfield that
would be affected is located on three
parcels of land bordering Clark by
Terminal Avenue. Two of the parcels
are owned by private citizens and the
other is owned by PSEG (Public Ser-
vice Enterprise Group). Construction
in Westfield would involve the as-
sembly of 2,000 linear feet of pipe.

In the governing body’s confer-
ence session, Councilman James For-
est spoke regarding the pipeline. “This
was brought to our attention some
time ago…we have discussed it with
council members in Montvale,
Watchung, Chatham, a number of
municipalities who are also facing it.
So we understand the gravity of the
situation for Westfield,” he said.

Mr. Foerst continued, “Essentially,
the pieces of property are on the other
side of the train tracks near Sid Fay-
Houlihan Fields. So even though it’s
on the outskirts of our town, never-
theless, the council feels it’s very
important because it does affect our
town in some way.

“So we looked at it, we reviewed it,
we talked to these other towns, looked
at both the Pilgrim Pipeline website
and their information as opposed to
some opposition pieces that were out
there, to try to get both versions of it,”
he stated.

After considering this information,
the town council voted to issue a
resolution supporting the State Sen-


