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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The board of edu-
cation (BOE) on Monday pre-
sented a report based on recent
information garnered by the Full-
Day Kindergarten Task Force.

In Union County, Berkeley
Heights, New Providence,
Cranford and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood do not provide full-day
kindergarten, according to the
report. Westfield provides a half-
day kindergarten with a tuition-
based option wrap-around pro-
gram to extend the day. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood and Cranford
school districts are investigating
a full-day program. Summit has
instituted a trial full-day kinder-
garten where students are en-
rolled by lottery and it is a tu-
ition-based program. The 12 re-
maining districts in Union County
provide a full-day kindergarten.

The two challenges of provid-
ing full-day kindergarten
throughout the district are space
and the 2-percent budget cap,
the report states. The cost to
start the program is estimated at
$828,059, which includes sala-
ries and benefits for teachers
and classroom assistants.

One of the many comments
from the Task Force is that for a
kindergartner to achieve success
in the Common Core standards a
full-day kindergarten is impera-
tive. A two-and-a-half-hour day
is too short to teach the Common
Core standards, the report found.

The Task Force agreed that a
high-quality kindergarten would
include a full-day program, in-
creased learning and socializa-
tion time, daily math and read-
ing, frequent choice and play,
exploration and language devel-
opment.

A sample schedule showed that
the math learning time would
double from the current 20 min-

utes to 40 minutes, and there
would be the addition of a 30-
minute writing workshop period,
and a 40-minute Specials pe-
riod. Choice Time also would be
increased. There additionally
would be a morning meeting and
rest/reading time.

The Task Force is to create
subcommittees to examine op-
tions that could result in provid-
ing a full-day kindergarten. Those
options include redistricting, a
tuition-based program, referen-
dum costs, school and town fa-
cilities, slow school district ex-
pansion options, and creative
scheduling.

“This Task Force is really in it
for the long haul, and will look at
what we can do incrementally,”
Superintendent Gayle Carrick
said.

The Task Force also is looking
for additional resident volunteers,
Ms. Carrick said, and anyone in-
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MAKING HIS POINT... Township resident Kevin Keogh tells the Cranford
Board of Education that they are not following the law when it comes to how the
district evaluates students to be accepted into the district’s gifted and talented
program, called The Pathways to Excellence Program (P2E).

GW Council Discusses
Encroachments on AFC

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough coun-
cil on Tuesday unanimously
adopted revised regulations gov-
erning the new athletic field com-
plex, which officially opens on
Sunday.

The regulations, which govern
all parks in Garwood, were dis-
cussed at length in a special meet-
ing of the council on November 13
and stipulate matters such as hours
of operation and fees charged.

A separate resolution removing
designated smoking areas and
banning smoking in all public parks
also passed unanimously.

Despite Sunday’s ribbon cutting,
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello
updated the council on three is-
sues of residents encroaching onto
the complex boundaries, includ-
ing one home on Myrtle Avenue
where the asphalt driveway ex-
tends 12 feet into the park. Addi-
tionally, the driveway is bordered

by a fence that also exists on
borough property. Other instances
deal with fencing that extend over
the property line “a couple of feet,”
according to Mr. Guarriello.

Council members directed Mr.
Guarriello and Borough Adminis-
trator Christina Ariemma to notify
the residents of the infringements
and give them 60 days to remove
the encroachments.

The borough intends to surround
the park, formally renamed the
Garwood Sports and Recreation
Complex, with chain link fencing,
which Mr. Guarriello admitted un-
der questioning from resident
Bruce Paterson was not included
in the specifications for the project.

The borough will seek bids for
the approximately 500 feet of fenc-
ing, which, according to Mr.
Guarriello, is expected to cost
about $30 per foot or roughly
$15,000.

If the encroaching fences are not
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terested can contact the BOE.
A pilot report card, that will be

a new form of student report
cards to conform to standards, is
to be in place for the third mark-
ing period, Board Vice-President
Michael Caulfield said.

In Superintendent Carrick’s Ha-
rassment, Intimidation and Bul-
lying (HIB) report for the sixth
month period from January to
June, most of the reports came
from grades 6 to 9. There were
21 HIB reports during the period.
Of the 21, 17 were verbal abuse,
10 were special-education cases,
and three dealt with race. There
was one report dealing with a
gay-bashing issue, which is a
decline, Ms. Carrick said.

Ms. Carrick said the Character
Education Committee’s “efforts
have made a significant impact
in decreasing those negative
comments (of gay bashing).”
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THANK YOU…Garwood Councilman Mike Martin presents Mayor Pat
Quattrocchi with a plaque honoring her for her four years of service at the Dec.
9 council meeting. Mayor-elect Charles Lombardo takes over next month.
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