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Lady Raiders Worked Hard, Won UCT, Sectionals
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Par Hills’ ‘Little Plays’ Stun Cougars for Title
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2014 / 8:00pm - 1:00am 

SHACKAMAXON  

ASK ABOUT OUR BRAND NEW POOL  
COMPLEX OPENING SPRING 2015 

1607 SHACKAMAXON DRIVE, SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED / Please call Amanda Maloney at  
(908) 233-1300 ext. 1220 

 In the event you need to cancel your reservation, please do so within 48 
hours of the event in order to avoid incurring a 50% charge. 

 

Featuring:  
5 Hour Premium Open Bar, Cocktail Hour,  
Dinner, Dessert, Champagne Toast and  

DJ Entertainment by Shine Events 
 

$125.00  
per person 

*All prices subject to a 20% service charge and NJ State Tax. 

COUNTRY CLUB 

RING IN THE NEW YEAR AT 
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Westfield $389,000
Welcome to this fabulous & spacious 2BR/
2BA condo. Features include HW flrs, high
ceilings, updtd baths, great location!

Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 3160760

Cranford $409,000
Great investment or occupy with income 2
family home. Close to trans, shopping,
resturants, community center, & library!

Agent: Lynne Wagner MLS: 3176025

Plainfield $425,000
9rm, 5BR/3.1BA beautiful Tudor. Gas F/P, 3
seasons sunrm,EIK, CAC,3 paver patios,
fenced yard. www.1356MartineAvenue.com

Agent: Cynthia Alexander MLS: 3185388

Scotch Plains $838,900
Elegant 5BR, 3.1BA CHC set at end of a cul-
de-sac w/circular drive. Wood flrs, 4 zone
heat/2 zone CAC & many updts!

Agent: Lois Berger MLS: 3175092

Scotch Plains $799,000
Magnificent Col,4BR/3.1BA, FR gleaming HW
flrs, Fab EIK, 2CarGar, private yard. Close to
town, schools, NYC trans.

Agent: Patricia Plante MLS: 3178282

Westfield $1,395,000
CH Col, foyer opens to LR w/fpl, FDR, FR
opens to updt EIK, lrg bdrms, updt 2nd flr
BA, 3rd flr w/2 BR/Fbth, nice yard w/patio.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 3159954

the second quarter. He also had three
receptions for 81 yards. Running back
Donavin Walker had three carries for
51 yards, which included giving the
Cougars a first down at the Viking 14
early in the second quarter. Eric
Donahue had a pair of receptions for
20 yards. Joe Norton had a nine-yard
reception and Donte Anderson had a
12-yard reception.

Viking running back JD Keyes car-
ried 11 times for 61 yards. Quarter-
back Nick Verducci had a one-yard
touchdown plunge for the first score
and added a one-yard touchdown pass
to Anthony Barlotta early in the third
quarter. Verducci completed seven of
13 passes for 134 yards, which in-
cluded three to wide receiver Ryan
Shaw for 97 yards.

Both defenses held the others’ of-
fense scoreless in the first quarter
then the Cougars got possession on
their own 33. Christiano began with a
15-yard run. After an incomplete pass,
Walker broke loose on a 40-yard gal-
lop to the Viking 14. He ran again but
fumbled at the four where the Vikings
recovered.

From there, Verducci engineered
an eight-play scoring drive, which

involved Shaw’s 62-yard reception
and ended with a one-yard plunge
with 7:31 left in the half. On the
ensuing kickoff, the Cougars got pos-
session at the 28 then on the first play,
Christiano hooked right and outran
all defenders for his 72-yard touch-
down with 7:13 remaining. Later in
the quarter, Walker intercepted
Verducci’s pass at the Cranford 43.

On the first series of the second half,
beginning from their own 25, the Vi-
kings used 10 straight running plays
to get to the Cranford one then Verducci
found Barlotta in the right corner for
the touchdown with 6:42 on the clock.
The extra point made the score 13-6.
Once again, the Cougars answered
swiftly when Schetelich took the ball
from the nine and sprinted down the
right sideline for the touchdown with
6:23 left in the third quarter. Norton
added the point after.

The Vikings answered with an 11-
play, 74-yard scoring drive, ending
with Gallego’s 12-yard touchdown
run with 9:27 remaining in the game.
The Cougars failed to answer then
the Vikings wound down the clock
with nine running plays, Gallego’s
key reception for a first down and a
missed field goal attempt to give the
Cougars one last chance with 1:43
left and no timeouts.

Schetelich hit Donahue for 12 yards
and Christiano for 13 to put the ball
on the 45. A few plays later, he spot-
ted Christiano, who made a spectacu-
lar catch good for 43 yards, putting
the ball on the 12. Norton’s reception
placed the ball at the three.

“I don’t think that Jack early in the
game or even in the early second half
played his best, but in that last drive
he certainly did. He kept his compo-
sure and made a couple of good
throws. We had no timeouts and less
than two minutes and drove it all the
way down,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

Inability to get off a play cost the
Cougars five yards then Schetelich’s
final pass into a confusing mix
dropped to the turf.

“I was proud of us to get the ball
down the field, to get in a position
where we could score. It just didn’t go
our way there,” Coach Rosenmeier said.
“There may have been contact. That’s
football! When it goes your way, you
think it’s a great call. When it doesn’t go
your way, you think it’s a bad one. We
had an opportunity to execute some
plays and we couldn’t finish the execu-
tion. I thought we had the better team,
but they played better than us today and
they deserved to win.”
Parsippany Hills 0 6 7 7 20
Cranford 0 6 7 0 13

Probitas Verus Honos

culture the girls have created,” Coach
Ewing said.

The Lady Raiders experienced their
first loss of the season when they
dropped a 2-1, overtime decision to
Montclair in the Group 4 semis.

“Montclair was a good team. We
didn’t have our best game, partially
to Montclair’s credit. It would have
been nice to get to the Group 4 finals,
but we are very happy with what they
did this year,” Coach Ewing said.

Baliatico led the team with 21 goals
and 12 assists. Junior Caroline Babis
had eight goals and two assists, while
Checchio added seven goals and three
assists. Sophomore Christina Rodgers
netted three goals and 11 assists and
Cornwell had three goals and eight

assists. Juniors Kyla Diggs with six
goals, Jillian Lapidus with five goals
and two assists and Annie Pierce with
four goals and five assists, followed.
DiFrancesco finished with four goals
and four assists.

“Obviously offensively, with Tori
and Jody Cornwell and Kayla Diggs
was really big. Paige VanBuskirk so-
lidified our offense when she came
in. It was a good mix of upperclass-
men and newcomers. And we had
other kids coming off the bench, [co-

captain] Sarah DiIorio, who was great,
Taylor Diggs played either defense
or midfield. She was probably the
best freshman in Union County,”
Coach Ewing said.

Defense was key to the Raiders
success as they limited opponents to
just 10 goals in the 24 games played
while scoring 64 with 16 shutouts.

“One of the goals we had this year
was to improve our defense. Not just
defense in the back but defense all
over the field. I think we accom-
plished that. We had some new kids
back there, Caroline Babis, Jackie
Fahrenholz did a great job. Andrea
Leitner, our goalie, was fabulous, then
Evelyn Logie was our mainstay from
last year and she was outstanding.

She’s fast, she’s tenacious, good in
the back,” Coach Ewing said. “Our
midfield was made up of mostly
sophomores with Christina Rodgers
and Sophie Brause controlling the
field, and Alyssa DiFrancesco creat-
ing things offensively for us, and our
outside midfielders, Paige Heiden and
Annie Pierce, really working hard all
year.”

Baliatico, Cornwell and Rodgers
were named First Team All-Union
County (UC) with Baliatico being

named UC Player of the Year, as well
as First Team All-State and Group 4
(Coaches Association). Cornwell and
Rodgers also received All-State rec-
ognition.

Babis and Checchio were Second
Team All-UC and received All-State
recognition. Brause and Pierce were
UC Honorable Mentions and received
All-State recognition. Logie, Heiden
and Leitner were All-Area [Courier
News] Honorable Mentions.

As of December 5, Rodgers has
verbally committed to play Division
I soccer at Providence College in
Rhode Island. Cornwell committed
to Georgetown University and
Baliatico committed to Elon Univer-
sity, N.C., both Division I, and Heiden

will play Division 3 at Gettysburg
College, P.A.

With another UCT title and a sec-
tional title behind them, the bars has
been set high for the returning Raid-
ers.

“We are going to miss Tori, Sarah
and Jody for their leadership and
Corina Checchio for her offense, but
we have a lot of starters returning. We
have to defend very well and we have
to put the ball in the net,” Coach
Ewing said.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RECEIVING ALL-STATE & COUNTY RECOGNITION...Raider sophomore Sophie Brause, No. 26, and senior Corina
Checchio, No. 5, did not go unnoticed at the county and state levels this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GANG TACKLING A VIKING...Cougars Niko Cappello, center, Ethan Tom, No. 25, Kevin Trotter, No. 22, and Luke
Christiano, No. 21, get in on a gang tackle of Viking running back JD Keyes, No. 46, at Metlife Stadium.

More photos at goleader.com
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