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RODRIQUEZ, BIANCO NAMED FIRST TEAM ALL-STATE

Raiders Accomplished 4 of 5
Goals in Soccer, Finished 23-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Near perfection in execution al-
lowed the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer Raiders to
accomplish four out of five goals
they set for themselves this season.

The Raiders won their conference,
the Union County Tournament (UCT)
title, the North Jersey, Section 2,
Group 4 title and the North Jersey
overall title before dropping a 1-0
heartbreaker to No. 1 ranked Wash-
ington Township in the Group 4 cham-
pionship game to finish 23-3 and to
earn the No. 2 ranking. The 23 wins
was the most for the boys in school
history.

“In the overall scheme of things,
there’s five championships that you

can win, the conference, the county,
the sectional, the North Jersey win-
ner between North 1 and North 2, and
then the overall state championship.
To accomplish four of those champi-
onships and have an opportunity for
the fifth one is a tremendous accom-
plishment,” said Raider Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky , whose career record
rose to 676-159-56 and UCT titles
rose to 16 (18th for the school).

The loss to Washington Township
for the Group 4 championship was
particularly piercing, since the Raid-
ers outplayed them throughout and
even had what appeared to be a goal
by senior Jassiem Wahtuse negated
by a referee.

“In reference to the overall state
championship, there really are no

losers. The only difference is that
only one team gets to raise the trophy.
Unfortunately, that wasn’t us, al-
though the team and people in the
soccer community thought we were,”
Coach Breznitsky said. “The flag put
up to disallow a goal was certainly
bewildering, really unexplainable and
certainly an unfortunate result for the
kids. The shame of the thing is that
you work over the course of the sea-
son and even prior to build and ac-
complish the team that you have, and
a poor decision sort of ruins the whole
thing.”

The success in execution came not
just from a few high profile athletes,
but virtually from an entire team that
put out extra efforts even before the

BALIATICO, RODGERS, CORNWELL ALL-UC 1ST TEAM

Lady Raiders Worked Hard
From Day 1, Won UCT, Section

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Extra effort from the beginning led
to great results in the end for this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team that won the
Watchung Conference title, the Union
County Tournament (UCT) title and
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4
title to finish with a 21-1-2 record.

“The girls had a good year. They
were a very united group. From the
start of the season, they were very
close knit, and I think that contrib-
uted to their success,” Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing said. “We had a
lot of talented girls returning and
they all worked hard from Day 1.”

After receiving the top seed for the
UCT, the Raiders defeated rival

Westfield, 1-0, in the semifinals then
stopped Union, 1-0, in the second
overtime on sophomore Alyssa
DiFrancesco’s goal to claim their
ninth UCT title in 10 years and fifth
in a row.

“The girls get up for it. It’s never
easy. There’s a lot of good teams in
Union County, Union, Governor
Livingston, Oak Knoll, Summit. It’s
not easy facing Westfield in the semi-
finals, because they are such a good
team and we have so much respect
for them, and then playing Union in
the finals. You got to be good and you
got to be lucky,” Coach Ewing said.

Once again, the Raiders faced
Westfield, this time in the sectional
semis where senior co-captain Tori
Baliatico took a pass from senior

Corina Checchio and rippled the net
for a 1-0, overtime victory. From
there, the Raiders captured their first
sectional crown since 2008 when
Baliatico fed co-captain Jody
Cornwell, who buried the winning
goal in overtime for a 3-2 victory
over Ridge.

“When we won the sectional fi-
nals, a lot of alumni called me, texted
me or e-mailed to congratulate me.
It’s funny, because we won in 2006
and 2008, but this was the seventh
time in the section finals, so it just
shows how difficult it is to win it.
Other girls, who have lost in PK
shootouts and overtime, reached out
and were so happy for the kids, who
did win. It says a lot about the soccer
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UC PLAYER OF THE YEAR...Raider senior co-captain Tori Baliatico, No. 20, was named Union County Player of the
Year, as well as All-State First Team (Coaches Association).

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TEAM SCORING LEADER...Raider senior co-captain Justin Rodriquez, No. 7, led the team in scoring with 10 goals and
six assists. Rodriquez recveived All-State First Team recognition, as well as All-Union County First Team.


