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Lady Blue Devils to Focus on Rebounds, Defense
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Time to Talk About
Boys Basketball, Too

From the late 1950s until the late
1970s, basketball at WHS was right up
there with swimming and wrestling as a
premier winter sport. County and state
champion teams, huge crowds every
Tuesday afternoon and Friday night,
and plenty of outstanding players.

The 1959 squad went 24-3 and – led
by Bob Haines, Tom Gilson, Ken Hite
and Ray Bailey – won the school’s
first Union County Tournament title.
They also reached the sectional final –
falling to (remember this name)
Weequahic – which had only been
done once before, in 1948.

In 1962 and ‘63, it was big Bob
King helping the Devils go 44-6, reach
the ’62 state title game – losing to
Weequahic in the final – and win the
’63 UCT. He had help from slick Dickie
Myers, Jerry Post, Bob Whitaker, John
Bannon, Bob Felter and Doug Carver.

The 1965 squad had a disappoint-
ing, for them, 16-7 record, losing three
times to Scotch Plains. But Felter had
arguably the greatest game ever by a
WHS hoopster (35 points, 24 re-
bounds) as the Blue Devils beat the
Raiders in the UCT semis, and then
went on to beat Cranford for the title.
Felter is still the only WHS player to
start for two UCT champions.

The great teams of 1972 and ’73
went 49-4, winning the state Group 4
title in ’72 and falling to Weequahic
(yet again) in the sectionals the fol-
lowing year. Tim Goski, Scott
Novacek, Tom Pfeiffer, Steve Reddy,
Larry Simmons, Bobby Jester, Buddy
Robinson and Jim Masters were the
mainstays of those squads.

The 1980s and ’90s produced some
nice players and teams, and the pro-
gram started to really turn the corner
13 years ago when it went 15-9 in
2002, led by Dan Deserio, Jay Cook,
Eric Turner, Jimmy McKeon, Louis
Mercer and Adam Turner. Two years
later the team was 16-8 and ranked in
the state top 20 for the first time in a
quarter-century. That squad featured
Jan Cocozziello, Terrance Bryant, Eric
Hayes, Tyshon Blackmon, Joe
Korfmacher, Bryan Power and Billy
Hearon.

And there were the Tom Bonard-
Mike Venezia years that ended in 2007
after a string of four winning seasons
in five years. That ’07 club went 16-8
and won the Butch Kowal Holiday
Tournament in Rahway. Joining

Bonard and Venezia that winter were
Dan Pritsker, Tony DiIorio, Santo
Nardi, Mike Lessner and Chris
Sheehan.

But while the boys teams have pro-
duced some nice players since the days
of Boo Bowers and Spud Monroe in
1977, and John Miles in the mid-’80s,
it’s still been 42 years since that state
champion team, and 49 years since the
last county championship.

It’s too soon to be realistically think-
ing about a county or sectional title,
but something to remember about the
1962 and ’72 teams. The ’62 squad
beat Trenton and Camden, back to
back, to reach the state Group 4 final,
where it lost to Weequahic by just
three points. Imagine playing Tren-
ton, Camden and Weequahic in a 10-
day period, winning two out of three
and being upset that it wasn’t three-
for-three? And the 1972 team beat
Linden, Plainfield, Elizabeth and
Hackensack, although not quite back
to back to back to back. The point is
that good athletes should be able to
compete with other good athletes –
any time, anywhere. And Westfield
coach Daryl Palmieri has some very
good athletes this winter.

Most of the talk around town lately
concerning hoops has been about the
girls team – for good reasons and bad
reasons. The good: so many talented
players returning from a 23-4 team,
including 1,000-point scorers Lil Scott

and Jackie Knapp; the bad: the BOE’s
still-hard-to-believe decision to not
rehire coach Joe Marino.

But this winter’s WHS boys team is
going to be fun to watch. Palmieri brings
a 35-40 record into his fourth season as
coach, and if you want an idea of what
he thinks of his club this winter, look at
who the season’s first scrimmage was
against last Monday – 27-time state
champion St. Anthony of Jersey City.
You don’t do that unless you think
you’ve got something, and you want to
see how they can handle pressure. While
the 2014-15 schedule is daunting, it
shouldn’t surprise anybody when this
club is still playing in March.

“I was just watching video of our
state tournament win last year (over
East Orange), so now I’m officially
ready to start,” Palmieri said two weeks
ago. “I’m not the kind of guy who
likes to talk too much about what we
have, but, in truth, I am very excited
about this group. As long as we stay
healthy, this could be an exciting group
of kids to watch.”

There are seniors Sean Elliott, Nate
Mitchell, Nick Buontempo and
Mitchell Figueroa, and juniors Owen
Murray, Parker Hess, Nick Mele, Chris
Boutsikaris, Pat McCormack, Jelani
Pierre, Tim Norris and Mitchell Bryk.
And don’t forget sophomore Matt
LaCorte. That’s 13 nice players, who
all know how to play the game.

Mitchell is back after missing his
entire junior year due to injury. “He is
looking as healthy as ever,” Palmieri
said. Elliott came on last year and the
school’s all-time leading pass receiver
in football figures to be the team’s top
defender. Murray has grown several
inches and his court awareness is on
the college level. Hess, the third brother
to play at WHS, is a year-round worker
with a shooter’s mentality. Palmieri
says Mele “brings a dimension to the
game we don’t see too often in
Westfield.”

Buontempo brings some muscle and
toughness to the court, while the 6-
foot-3 Boutsikaris showed his
athleticism this fall when he led the
football team in pass receptions. He’ll
be the team’s big man, along with
Figueroa, Rumpeters, Norris and Bryk.
McCormack and Pierre both starred
on the jayvees, as did LaCorte, who
Palmieri calls “an up-and-coming
player with a very high ceiling.”

The regular season opens Saturday,
Dec. 20, with a 2 p.m. game at St.
Mary of Elizabeth. The home opener
is Tuesday, Dec. 23, a 7 p.m. tip-off
against Scotch Plains.

“We’ll see how things will sort out
as far as contributing players,” Palmieri
said. “With the way we’re planning on
playing this year, we will need to have
solid backups to spot our starters. I’m
hoping that we can go 10 or 11 deep,
which would be great if we can.”

TRIVIA QUESTION
Who connected for the first 3-pointer

in WHS boys basketball history? Hint:
It was not Dick Myers, Bob Felter,
Bobby Flynn, Tim Goski, Boo Bow-
ers or Spud Monroe. Send your an-
swer to bj1019@aol.com; subject:
Trivia. The answer is below.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Dave Brown nailed a 3-pointer in

the first period of WHS’s eventual 54-
52 win at Union on Dec. 18, 1987 – the
1987-88 season being the first with 3-
point baskets. Brown finished the sea-
son with a team-high nine 3-pointers.
Kevin Stock connected on the first
home 3-pointer in a 59-56 win over
Irvington on Jan. 7, 1988.

IN PASSING
Ruth Reid Lindgren, the mother of

former WHS football star Jimmy Reid
(’75), passed away on Dec. 2 at age 86.

Bobby Keyes, who toured with
Bobby Vee and Buddy Holly and
played saxophone on “The Wanderer”
and “Brown Sugar” among dozens of
other songs, died on Dec. 2 at age 70.

Ian McLagan, who played piano
with Small Faces (“Itchycoo Park”)
and the Rolling Stones, died on Dec. 3
at age 68.

Bob Felter is the only WHS basketballer
to play on two Union County Tourna-
ment champion teams, in 1963 and
1965.
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matter about height or about age.
Everyone needs to get in there and
everyone needs to pull their weight,”
Coach McKeon said.

Coach McKeon will be looking to
rely on the leadership of team cap-
tains Jackie Knapp, Lil Scott, both
1,000-career point scorers, and Jamie
Miller, but there are plenty additional
athletes with floor experience.

“We are obviously riding behind
our two 1,000-point scorers, Lil and
Jackie. Olivia Luzzi [junior] is re-
turning from last year. We also have
Jamie Miller, Amalia Montes [jun-
ior] and Shannon Devitt [sophomore].
Hannah Liddy [sophomore] is back,

and we brought up [sophomores]
Daniel Rinaldi and Lizzie Brucia.
Right now, we have 10 girls on var-
sity, so we have a couple of injuries
that we’ve got to work through,”
McKeon said.

Scott enters the season with 1,136
points and on track to break the all-
time WHS mark of 1,580 set by Erin
Miller in 2008. Last year, she led the
team with 92 assists and 102 steals.
Knapp has 1,031 career points. Last
year, she added 86 assists and 81 steals.

Scott with 216 career steals and
Knapp with 236 are well on their way
to becoming the all-time WHS “Chief
Thief” twosome presently held by
Erin Miller and Gab O’Leary at 315
and 218, respectively.

“They fight everyday. They will
run through walls for you. They are
not just offensive players, they are
defensive threats, as well and great
leaders on and off the field,” Coach

McKeon said.
Liddy was another person, who

knew how to swipe the ball with 93
last year, as well as mixing it heavily
with the opposition, and Luzzi fin-
ished with 223 points, 59 steals and
57 assists.

“Hannah’s great. She’s an athlete.
She plays three sports. The best part
about her is she goes with the flow.
Nothing bothers her. They are going
to focus on Jackie and Lil, and they
can do that all they want, because we
have all these other weapons, and
that’s what people will not be expect-
ing,” Coach McKeon said.

As with the past few years, the Blue

Devils will also rely on a fast-paced
game and good use of personnel from
the bench.

“There’s going to be a lot of play-
ing time, because we are going to do
the run-and-gun. Keep subbing people
in and out to keep the pressure going.
It kind of goes with the game with
these girls who we have. These girls
are fast. They like to move fast. I am
not going to slow them down. I want

them to reach their max,” Coach
McKeon said.

The Blue Devils’ tall inside people
are, “Amalia [led team with 177 re-
bounds] and Shannon. Shannon is
versatile, so we can put her our on the
wing or underneath, but those are
going to be our two tall girls. The
coaches are working on that to get
more of an inside game, to get more
shots out to Jackie and Lil,” Coach
McKeon said.

Other Union County teams are not
in the dark about the Blue Devils’
potential.

“The pressure is on. The girls know
that. We talk about that every day.

There’s not going to be any
light games this year.
Everyone’s coming at us, and
we just have to go out there no
matter who it is and play our
toughest game,” Coach
McKeon said. “I feel good
about our depth. Ten doesn’t
sound like very much, but I
feel comfortable putting every-
one in. Jamie’s speed and in-
tensity coming off the bench,
people aren’t going to expect
the intensity out of her, be-
cause she is so little, but when
she gets out there, she’s a
fighter. Danielle will come off
and run the point guard as well.
The starting lineup could
change depending on who we
are playing.”

The Blue Devils have also
strengthened their schedule this
season.

“We definitely have a stron-
ger scheduler, which I think is
good. It’s not about going unde-

feated. It’s more about making a move
in the county tournament and the states.
We open up with the Patrick School.
That’s one way to get the season started
and we play Roselle Catholic. We are
focusing on those schools. We know
they are top dogs in the county and we
want to show them that we can play
with them,” Coach McKeon said.

WF’s Costello Named  Soccer All-America
Sam Costello, WHS Class of 2011

and a senior at Kutztown University
women’s soccer team, was named to
the National Soccer Coaches Associa-
tion of America (NSCAA)/Continen-
tal Tire All-America Second Team, as
voted on by the nation’s coaches. With
this award Costello became the most
highly honored player in KU’s
women’s soccer history.

A member of the nationally-ranked
soccer program, Costello also earned
her first-ever All-America award with
a Third Team nod from Daktronics
and was the region’s top player this

year by earning the Daktronics At-
lantic Region Player of the Year and
the Pennsylvania State Athletic Con-
ference (PSAC) Offensive Athlete of
the Year, both program-firsts for
Kutztown. She was also named to the
All-Atlantic Region First Team for
the second time in her career.

Costello scored a career-high 12
goals and had five assists in 2014.
She led the PSAC in points per game
(1.61) during her senior season.
Costello will be graduating in May
with a degree in Leisure and Sports
Studies.

Sabatino Hits 1,000
For Stevens Institute
Patrick Sabatino, a Westfield High

School graduate, recently joined the
1,000 Points Club at Stevens Insti-
tute of Technology on November
30. The senior forward scored 13
points against Rutgers-Newark to
become the 19th player at Stevens
to reach this milestone.

Reading is Good For You
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1,000+ TIMES 3 = 3,000+ POINTS...Blue Devils Jackie Knapp, left, and Lil Scott, center,
have joined Head Coach Liz McKeon as members of the WHS 1,000-point + Club.

Samantha Costello (WHS Class of 2011)
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