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CHRISTIANO 72-YD TD RUN, SCHETELICH 91-YD TD RUN

Par Hills’ ‘Little Plays’ Stun
Cougars for Grid Title, 20-13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Consistent forward movement on
the part of senior running back Angelo
Gallego and the ability to capitalize
on a major miscue guided the third-
seeded Parsippany Hills High School
football team to the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 championship
with a 20-13 victory over the top-
seeded Cranford Cougars during the
NJSIAA/SportsCare Institute Foot-
ball Finals at Metlife Stadium in East
Rutherford on December 7.

The Cougar defense’s difficulty
getting off blocks and making the
initial tackles allowed Gallego to
move the chains and to plug away for
173 yards on 37 carries. He also had
a crucial 12-yard reception late in the
fourth quarter to put the 11-1 Cou-

gars’ backs against the wall.
“Both of those are areas where we

struggled. He’s a tough little back
and he gets in there. We hit him a lot
of times. We didn’t necessarily get
him off his feet,” Cougar Head Coach
Erik Rosenmeier said. “They weren’t
getting any big plays, but they were
able to move the chains. I am sure
that was their plan and they executed
it very well to keep our offense off the
field.”

The 10-2 Vikings also gave the
Cougars’ potent offense, that has av-
eraged 40 points per game, head-
aches. A consistent movement of the
ball downfield was absent, but the
Cougars did manage to execute four
big plays, two resulting in touch-
downs and another setting up an op-
portunity for a third with seconds

remaining in the game.
“I thought there were times on of-

fense where we weren’t really able to
ever get things rolling. We had some
big plays, but we weren’t necessarily
able to consistently move it the way
that I thought that we would be able
to do, and that’s a credit to Par Hills
the way they played both offensively
and defensively,” Coach Rosenmeier
said.

Cougar quarterback Jack
Schetelich completed seven of 21
passes for 122 yards and carried 10
times for 106 yards, including a 91-
yard touchdown run in the Cougars’
first offensive play of the second half.
Running back Luke Christiano car-
ried seven times for 111 yards, in-
cluding a 72-yard touchdown run in

KNAPP, SCOTT, MILLER SELECTED TEAM CAPTAINS

Blue Devil Cagers to Focus
More on Rebounds & Defense

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Rebounding skills and defense ap-
pears to be the primary focus of this
year’s Westfield High School (WHS)
girls basketball team that returns
nearly all of its starters plus an expe-
rienced bench.

That responsibility will lie in the
hands of first-year Head Coach Liz
McKeon (WHS ’99), who knows very

well about what pressure is like. On
February 25, 1999, McKeon scored
31 points against Morristown to break
the 1,000-career points mark then
added 14 more points in the final
game of the season against Clifford
Scott (East Orange) to bring her ca-
reer total to 1,017.

“I’m excited! It’s definitely going
to be a challenge, but I have a great
group of girls and I am looking for-

ward to the season,” Coach McKeon
said.

The need for stronger rebounding
came to light on February 25 last year
in a Union County Tournament semi-
final loss to the Union Farmers, who
were grabbing three-to-four offen-
sive rebounds at a clip.

“We are really focusing on rebound-
ing and defense this year. Doesn’t

LAPHAM, MIRABELLA RETURNING DISTRICT CHAMPS

Raider Wrestlers Have More
Balance, Tough Competition

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

More balance throughout the lineup
may be a benefit for this year’s Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School wres-
tling team, but it will be needed since
the competition in the schedule has
been beefed up.

“This year will be a little bit differ-
ent than in the past. The easiest way
for me to describe our team is we will
be more balanced than we have been.
Last year, we had seven very strong
wrestlers and we had seven question
mark weight classes. This year, we
reduced the amount of holes in our
lineup,” Raider Head Coach TJ Gavor
said.

With last year’s schedule, the Raid-
ers finished with a 17-11 record and
placed second in the District 11 Tour-
nament behind a strong Cranford
Cougars team.

“This year will definitely be the
more difficult schedule. If I didn’t
feel that I had the kids competitive
enough for it, I wouldn’t push the
schedule, but I think they can rise to
the challenge. Last year, we wound
up wrestling four top-20 teams. This
year, we wrestle the same teams and
added a few,” Coach Gavor said.

Veterans the Raiders will be look-
ing to for team leadership will be
seniors Brian Lapham (145-lbs),
Tommy Cunningham (126-132), JT

Beirne (132-138) and Alex Mirabella
(195), all four-year varsity wrestlers.
Lapham, who will wrestle for
Bucknell University (Lewisburg, Pa.),
enters the season with a 96-23 record
and had a solid chance to surpass Pat
Mineo’s 2007 record of 125 wins.

“Barring health, he will get that
100th very early in the season. The
sky is the limit for Brian. He’s got the
college weight off of his chest since
he committed to Bucknell University
to be a Division I wrestler. He had
four losses last season, three to Matt
Barber [Westfield — sixth in state]
and one to Dan Reed from Delbarton
[third in state]. It’s always frustrating
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David B. Corbin (February 2014 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GIVING IT EVERYTHING HE HAS...Raider Alex Mirabella tugs and tugs and tugs and finally manages to clamp
Brearley’s Mike Tancs in a 3-point cradle to claim a 5-4 victory and the 170-lb crown in the District 11 Tournament in
February of 2014. Mirabella has put on more size and will compete at 195-lbs this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BLUE DEVIL TEAM CAPTAINS...Pictured, left to right, are seniors Jackie Knapp, Lil Scott and Jamie Miller, who have
been selected as team captains of the Westfield High School girls basketball team.CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHASING DOWN A VIKING...Cougar Luke Christiano No. 21, chases down Viking running back Angelo Gallego, No.
3, during the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 championship game at Metlife Stadium on December 7.
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