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ANGELS COME TO WESTFIELD...Jersey Mike’s of Westfield franchise own-
ers Carol Greco and Norm Greco invite area residents to help spread some
holiday cheer this season by picking an angel from the Giving Tree in their store
and buying a present for someone in need. Jersey Mike’s is one of four area
businesses participating in the Westfield Area Y’s Giving Tree program.

Giving Trees at Merchants
Promote ‘Togetherhood’

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area Y is participating in a nationwide
initiative for social responsibility
called “Togetherhood.” Togetherhood
is a volunteer-led and idea-driven com-
munity service project. Community
members and Y members are invited
to start, lead and participate in volun-
teer service projects that benefit the
community and local organizations.
The Westfield Area Y will help turn
ideas into action.

The first community
“Togetherhood” service project is The
Giving Tree. This project started as an
idea and volunteers turned it into ac-
tion, creating a way to give people in
need a memorable holiday. Volun-
teers from the community partnered
with four local merchants to benefit
Community Access Unlimited —
Runaway and Homeless Youth Shel-
ter this holiday season. At-risk youth
often come to Community Access
Unlimited having lived in many places
but rarely a real home. The vision of
Community Access Unlimited —
Runaway and Homeless Youth Shel-
ter is to halt the cycle of homelessness
by offering engaging programs that
enable youth to move forward to a
safer, healthier and a more productive
way of living within the community.

Those who would like to help make
someone’s holiday special can go to
one of the participating businesses
and pick an angel, purchase a gift,
wrap the gift and place it under the
tree with the angel tag attached by
Monday, December 22. Participating
merchants are as follows:

Jersey Mike’s, 144 East Broad Street,
Westfield; Hilltop Bicycles, 30 Eastman
Street, Cranford; The Westfield Run-
ning Company, 123 Quimby Street,
Westfield, and The Juice House, 510

North Avenue, Garwood.
For more information, contact Ben

Nanna, assistant director, Special Pro-
grams and Events, at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 279, or e-mail
bnanna@westfieldynj.org.

To learn more about Westfield Area
Y programs, visit westfieldynj.org.
Financial assistance is available for
those who qualify.

Author, Designer, Mom Carla Komar
Pens Her First Children’s Book

HAPPINESS WITH HAZEL...Local author Carla Komar and daughter Charlie
are pictured with Hazel’s Birthday Cake at Carlo’s Bakery in Westfield.

Carla Komar, local resident and
first-time author of “Everybody
Loves Hazel,” is a firm believer that
the world is made up of good things
and good people.

Carla has begun an exciting jour-
ney to help teach young children
that Happiness, Hope, Peace, Love,
Trust and Friendship guarantee a
way to create happy and healthy
lives for us all. She is doing this
through a lovable character named
Hazel who is a cool chick that ex-
udes only love, and hearts literally
follow her wherever she goes. Be-
cause of Hazel’s positive nature,
everyone Hazel meets wants to join
in the fun by helping her spread love
and happiness. It’s as simple as that.

According to Carla, the Hazel Says
Credo states, “We live in a world
that moves pretty fast... and for our
children, even faster. Each day, we
have to take the good, the bad and
the ugly as it comes our way, so why
not focus on the good?”

“I believe our jobs as parents and
teachers are to take the time to help
children understand that good really
is around us and that smiles can cure
a lot more than we think. We must
teach children early on that these six
simple beliefs are key ingredients to
a better life. Children celebrate each
day with innocence and optimism;
let’s keep these ideals going as long
as possible and then simply pass
them on. Happiness can be conta-
gious,” adds Carla.

Carla has had a successful career
in children’s apparel and accessory
design in both New York City and
Minneapolis. She has always loved
all aspects of design, but is most

passionate about the children’s mar-
ket. There is a sense of fun and
innocence about kids and how they
creatively present themselves. It’s
their free spirit that allows them to
be individuals, which is a key lesson
she believes all children should be
taught.

“I love being able to use color and
prints to tell a story, which is what I
did with Hazel,” says Carla, who has
designed colorful accessories that
feature the six key meanings behind
Hazel’s beliefs.

The Love Cuff is an idea she de-
veloped and patented a few years
ago. Its bold color and comfort are
perfect for kids. The charm brace-
lets are great for collecting, trading
and gifting. All can be mixed,
matched and stacked. All of the ac-
cessories are made in the USA and
retail for less than $10 each.

Carla hopes to become more in-
volved in the local grammar schools
by helping to promote the six simple
beliefs found within her book. “Once
children begin school, anything goes,
so I’d like to focus on what is good
and show kids how amazing life can
be just by following Hazel’s simple
little life lessons,” continues Carla.

Like Hazel, Carla realizes how
rewarding it is to live a life full of
love and happiness, and then to sim-
ply pass it on.

“Everybody Loves Hazel” is avail-
able at local book stores and on
Amazon.com, and Hazel’s colorful
children’s accessories are available
at www.HazelSays.com.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

’90s Nightlife Legend The Clubhouse
Returns In Stunning Mature Form

UNION — The Clubhouse night-
club, originally in Plainfield, N.J.,
was a 90’s destination for those seek-
ing a more mature environment with
a rock backdrop. On November 26,
The Clubhouse returned, with a mod-
ern flair, sharing space with the res-
taurant Rio Rodizio in Union, N.J.

Rich Bodmer, the original Club-
house founder, along with partner
Joe Nitti and the owners of Rio, have
succeeded where few clubs have —
offering an upscale but approachable
nightlife environment that truly ca-
ters to the desires of a 30-plus crowd.

Atmosphere
Clubhouse In Rio delivers a high-

energy nightlife experience by com-
bining the essence of a NYC night-
club with New Jersey roots. The
club’s lighting is sophisticated with
a music backdrop that isn’t over-
whelming. The environment is in-
viting and relaxing with plenty of
seating and table space, a rarity at
other venues. Valet parking adds to
the upscale feel and is a welcomed
sight during winter months or to
those wearing heels.

Crowd Description
The crowd is a refreshing reflection

of a 30-plus lifestyle; sprinkled with
accomplished and approachable men
and women looking to exhale after a
long week. There are many familiar

faces from the original Clubhouse days
with plenty of new fresh faces that
reflect the club’s updated spirit.

Music
The Clubhouse In Rio plays mostly

’80s, ’90s and Latin flair music; a
welcomed rest from Taylor Swift.
The club also plans to have live bands
from around the state.

Food
When visiting the Clubhouse In

Rio, come hungry as the food does
not disappoint. From a robust tapas
and sushi menu to rodizio served in
the main dining room, the chef has
definitely considered a more mature
palate along with a variety of dietary
preferences. Equally considerate are
the comfortable price points.

Summary
All in all, the soft-launch of Club-

house In Rio was a blast. The club has
a full calendar of upcoming events,
including everything from ladies
nights to champagne promotions, that
promise to keep patrons both enter-
tained and impressed.

Clubhouse In Rio: Located in Rio
Rodizio, 2185 U.S. 22, Union, N.J.
07083.

Hours: 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. Thursday
and Friday.
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Cranford Subway
Posts Grand Opening
CRANFORD — Cranford SUB-

WAY Grand Opening! Come in for a
Buy One Get One Footlong Special
on Saturday, December 13, from 7
a.m. to 11 p.m., and Enter For a
Chance to WIN FREE SUBWAY for
a year! Jolly holiday visitor from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. Did you know Santa
Eats Fresh? For more information,
stop by 200 South Avenue or call
(908) 931-9800.
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 Champagne Tapas

A Part of Fellowship 
Senior Living

8000 Fellowship Road, Basking Ridge, NJ 07920
www.FellowshipSeniorLiving.org

Give the gift of love. 
Gift cards also available!
We also accept private pay, 
pre-approved long-term care 
insurance and most major 
credit cards.

Fellowship Helping Hands

Dependable
Care at Home

Medical/Non-medical Care and Care Coordination Including:
• Personal care
• Medication oversight
• Transportation to appointments and shopping
• Meal prep and light housekeeping
• Attentive companionship…and more

TRY US FOR 3 HOURS 
FOR JUST $49!

Call 877-708-1121 for a complimentary
consultation

Hours are consecutive. For 1x use only.

“Mom was always
there for me. Now
it’s time for me
to be there for
her. That’s why
Fellowship
Helping
Hands is the
right choice for our family.”

Miller-Cory Invites All
To Italian Christmas
WESTFIELD — The Miller-Cory

House Museum will celebrate the
Christmas season of Italy this Sunday,
December 14, from 2 to 4 p.m., with a
program entitled “Italian Christmas
Customs.” The museum is located at
614 Mountain Avenue, Westfield.

The program will include a short
presentation on the Italian holiday
season, as well as children’s activi-
ties. In the museum’s Frazee Build-
ing, members of the Cooking Com-
mittee will prepare Italian holiday
recipes over the open hearth. The gift
shop, which carries a variety of colo-
nial toys, crafts, books and educa-
tional materials, will be open.

Admission is $3 for adults and chil-
dren age 13 and older; $2 for children
ages 3 to 12, and free for those under
age 3. This will be the last program of
the museum’s autumn season. The
first winter event will be “The Won-
derful World of Snow Globes” on
Sunday, January 11.

For more information on programs
and activities or to schedule a mu-
seum tour or special program, e-mail
millercorymuseum@gmail.com or
call (908) 232-1776. Information also
is posted on Facebook. The museum’s
website is millercoryhouse.org.

And Speak With Our Criminal Defense Team

Call Jon Bramnick

We Have Three Former Prosecutors

908-322-7000
BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,

GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
www.jonbramnick.com

Drug or Criminal Charges?

Family
Investors
Company
265 South Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

Visit us on the Web at www.familyinvestors.com
908-322-1800

Member FINRA & SIPC

CALL TODAY FOR A COPY OF
OUR FREE NEWSLETTER

“FAMILY MATTERS”

May the peace and joy of the

holiday season remain with you

through the coming year.

Merry Christmas and

Happy Hanukkah

from our “Family” to yours.

Dr. Anthony Loomis, Dr. Scott Linick, Dr. Shannon Cabell
and Dr. Kathleen Neumann.

 from your friends at Westfield Animal Hospital

FREE Exam for New Clients* 
*$75 value.  Available to new clients only.  Limit one coupon per client.

1 FREE Night of Boarding with a Week Stay**
**A $25 value.  Limit one coupon per client. Offer must be used with your week stay.

Enjoy our Special Holiday Offers!

(908) 233-6030

WestfieldAnimal.com

357 South Ave. E

Mon-Fri: 8am-8pm
Sat: 8am-3pm

Happy Holidays

Follow Us
On Facebook

Ask about our “Smart Puppy” Program

Caregivers Meetings
Held at St. Helen’s

WESTFIELD — A support group
for individuals who are caring for
elderly or chronically ill loved ones
meets on the first non-holiday Mon-
day of each month, at 7:30 p.m., in
the parish center of St. Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church on Lamberts
Mill Road in Westfield.

The group will meet next on Janu-
ary 5. These are information and shar-
ing sessions. For more information,
call Marilyn Ryan at (908) 232-1214.


