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EX-PAL Treasurer Charged With
Misapplication of Non-Profit Funds

SCOTCH PLAINS — A Scotch
Plains police officer has been charged
with taking approximately $18,000
from the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Police Athletic League (PAL) for his
own personal use, acting Union
County Prosecutor Grace H. Park
announced Thursday.

Officer James Denman, 50, was
charged via summons with a single
count of third-degree misapplication
of trust funds.

A months-long investigation by the
prosecutor’s office’s Special Pros-
ecutions Unit revealed that Denman,
the former treasurer of the local PAL
chapter, took the funds sometime in
December 2013, while he was off-

duty from his police work, according
to Union County Assistant Prosecu-
tor John Esmerado, who is prosecut-
ing the case. The funds were alleg-
edly taken without the permission of
any executive or board member of
the PAL, which is a private non-profit
organization with a focus on youth
sports.

Denman then repaid the sum total
of the previously taken funds back
into the PAL account in April 2014,
Mr. Esmerado said.

Denman’s first appearance in court
is scheduled to take place this Mon-
day, December 15 before Union
County Presiding State Superior
Court Judge Joan Robinson Gross.

Passport Photographs Are
Free from Dec. 29 to Jan. 3

WESTFIELD – For a limited time
only, the Union County Clerk’s of-
fices in Westfield and Elizabeth are
offering free passport photographs
as a special incentive for residents to
apply for a passport or a passport
renewal. From Monday, December
29, through Saturday, January 3, the
normal $10 cost of each photograph
will be waived when a resident ap-
plies for a new passport or a passport
renewal. Both offices will be closed
on New Year’s Day.

U.S. citizens must present a valid
passport book when entering or re-
entering the United States by air. U.S.
citizens entering the United States
from Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean
islands and Bermuda at land borders
and sea ports of entry must present a
passport book, passport card, or other
travel documents approved by the
U.S. government.

The Elizabeth office opens at 7:30
a.m. and has English and Spanish-
speaking certified passport agents
while the Westfield office opens at 8
a.m. weekdays and has evening and
Saturday hours and also is fully
staffed.

Information about the cost and how
to apply for a passport book and/or
passport card is available at
travel.state.gov. U.S. citizens may
also obtain passport information by
phone, in English and Spanish, by
calling the National Passport Infor-
mation Center toll-free at 1-877-487-
2778.

Passport application forms may be
obtained at the County Clerk’s main
office in the Union County Court-
house at 2 Broad Street in Elizabeth
or at the Colleen Fraser Building at
300 North Avenue East in Westfield.

Applications for passports and re-
lated information also can be found
online at www.ucnj.org/Passports.

Asw. Stender Resolution
Opposes Pilgrim Pipeline

TRENTON — Assemblywoman
Linda Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains)
has introduced an Assembly resolu-
tion opposing the construction and
operation of the Pilgrim Pipeline in
New Jersey. The proposed project
would install two new pipelines across
New Jersey to carry crude oil and
refined petroleum products. The reso-
lution cites a number of environmen-
tal, public health, and safety con-
cerns with the project including risks
to drinking water supplies, impacts
to the Highlands region, and the vola-
tility of Bakken crude oil which would
travel in the pipeline.

The resolution also calls on regula-
tory agencies to conduct extensive
environmental reviews of the project
and to prohibit its construction in the
state. This is a first step by the state
Legislature in opposing the project.
The Sierra Club applauded Assem-
blywoman Stender’s leadership on
this issue.

“It is important for the Legislature
to send a clear message that this pipe-
line is bad for New Jersey. Not only
will it create an ugly scar through our
communities, there are real health
and safety issues from this hazardous
oil pipeline. Bakken crude and gaso-
line are highly volatile. This project
threatens our water supply and a leak
or spill could have catastrophic ef-
fects on the drinking water for three
million people. We applaud the Leg-
islature for standing up against the
pipeline and standing with the other
towns and counties that have opposed
the pipeline,” said Jeff Tittel, director
of the New Jersey Sierra Club.

Pilgrim Pipeline LLC is proposing
to construct the pipelines to connect
Albany, N.Y. with Port Reading and
Linden, N.J. The pipeline would cut
through both communities that, ac-
cording to a press release from Asw.
Stender, are “overburdened by pollu-
tion already and environmentally sen-
sitive areas critical for drinking water
supply.” Environmental groups, ac-
cording to the release, are “especially
concerned as the project would cut
through 10 miles of the Highlands
Preservation Area, the most sensitive
portion of the region.”

The Pilgrim Pipeline would cut
through a water supply watershed
and near water supply aquifers. The
proposed pipeline will run through

the Ramapo River Watershed in New
York and New Jersey. This system
serves Mahwah, Ramsey, Oakland,
Franklin Lakes, Allendale, Pompton
Lakes, Wayne and eight more towns
in New York as well as a backup to the
Wanaque and Oradell Reservoirs
during times of drought. The pipe-
line will pass through or near the
Buried Valley aquifer, tributaries to
the Hudson River, the Hudson River,
and the Catskill and Delaware aque-
ducts which provide drinking water
to New York City.

The infrastructure would transport
Bakken shale oil, produced by
fracking in North Dakota, and re-
fined petroleum products. According
to the press release, the Bakken oil is
highly explosive and pipeline trans-
portation would threaten local com-
munities with the risk of spills and
accidents.

The Pipeline Hazardous Materials
Safety Administration (PHMSA) re-
ported 1,763 oil pipeline spills be-
tween 2002 and July 2012. The
agency only has 135 inspectors to
oversee 2.6 million miles of pipeline.
As a result, only one-fifth of the na-
tional pipeline system has been in-
spected by PHMSA or its state part-
ners since 2006, according to the
release.

Local municipalities along the
route have been actively opposing
the project. Sixteen municipalities in
New Jersey and Passaic County have
passed resolutions.

“Now we will work with the Leg-
islature to ensure this resolution
passes both houses as quickly as pos-
sible. It is important for the Senate
and Assembly to act now to help
protect the residents of New Jersey
from this dangerous project,” Mr.
Tittel said.
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
ShovlinMattress.com

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Oliveira Is New Bus. Admin.
With Piscataway BOE

David Oliveira has left his position
as business administrator/board sec-
retary with the Clark Board of Edu-
cation for the same position with the
Piscataway Board of Education. Mr.
Oliveira is also a councilman in his
hometown of Westfield.

In addition, Superintendent of
Schools Ken Knops has announced
his retirement effective June 30,
2015, NJ Advance Media has re-
ported. He has been with the district
since 2010.

Sweeney Unveils Plan for
AC Emergency Fiscal Crisis

Senate President Steve Sweeney
(D-3rd, Gloucester) last week un-
veiled his plan to address Atlantic
City’s emergency fiscal crisis.

The plan proposes: stabilizing ca-
sino property tax payments through
Payments In Lieu Of Taxes (PILOT)
of $150 million for the first two years;
redirection of the Investment Alter-
native Tax (IAT) pay on Atlantic City’s
debt at $25 million to $30 million
annually; reduction of municipal ad-
ministrative costs and ensuring fi-
nancial stability for the school sys-
tem; and ensuring casinos are re-
quired to provide a baseline health
care and retirement package for their
employees.

GWB Report Cannot Conclude
Christie Knew of Lane Closings
A report prepared by attorney Reid

J. Schar on the George Washington
Bridge lane closures says the legisla-
tive committee could not conclude
what Governor Chris Christie “him-
self knew about the lane closures or
when and how his knowledge of these

events developed,” according to a
politickernj.com report.

“While there is evidence that the
Governor was informed of the lane
closures while they were in
progress, the committee cannot
evaluate the reliability of this evi-
dence as it has yet to hear from the
witness – [former Port Authority
of New York and New Jersey offi-
cial David] Wildstein – who has
claimed to have contemporane-
ously told the governor of the clo-
sures,” according to
politickernj.com.

The committee was co-chaired by
Senate Majority Leader Loretta
Weinberg (D-37, Teaneck) and As-
semblyman John Wisniewski (D-19,
Sayreville). The report suggested that
the Governor’s allies developed the
lane closures as retribution for Fort
Lee Mayor Mark Sokolich not en-
dorsing Governor Christie’s reelec-
tion, politickernj.com reported.

The committee also could not con-
clude the extent that former Port
Authority Deputy Director Bill
Baroni was involved in the lane clos-
ings or the involvement of former
Port Authority Chairman David
Samson.

The report said the committee
has “many critical questions” re-
maining as several key witnesses
declined to cooperate with the com-
mittee.

Republicans have ripped the re-
port. “(The report) proves nothing
about the governor knowing any-
thing about whether lanes were
closed,” Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield)
said.

Kean’s Bill to Make NJ Hub for Driverless Veh. Advances
TRENTON — The state Senate

Budget and Appropriations Commit-
tee has unanimously passed legisla-
tion sponsored by Senate Minority
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield) to make New Jersey a hub
for the development, testing and
implementation of driverless vehicles.

In June 2013, Senator Kean intro-
duced Senate bill 734 to make New
Jersey the third U.S. state — and the
first in the densely populated, fast-
paced North East Region — to per-
mit the testing and operation of au-
tonomous vehicles.

“The people of New Jersey, our
workforce and economy have a lot to

gain from being at the forefront of
such innovation, and the implemen-
tation of driverless vehicles will make
our roadways much safer and less
congested,” Sen. Kean said. “This
legislation sends a strong message to
innovators, entrepreneurs and job
creators that New Jersey is not afraid
to create waves of the future, and that
New Jersey is the perfect home for
them to develop and grow.”

Sen. Kean noted that about 90 per-
cent of traffic crashes are caused by
human error and the implementation
of driverless vehicles promises to
drastically decrease traffic-related
deaths and injuries. The Senator

added that autonomous vehicles can
also offer a more sufficient and flex-
ible avenue of transportation for
people with disabilities and senior
citizens who may not have access to
public transportation or who may not
be fit to drive.

Union County to Hold
Christmas Sing-A-Long

COUNTY – Union County will
hold its 59th annual “Christmas Carol
Sing-a-long Around the rotunda
Christmas Tree” on Wednesday, De-
cember 24, at 10:30 a.m.

The event will be held in the ro-
tunda of the Union County Court-
house building, 2 Broad Street, Eliza-
beth, N.J.

County Manager Alfred J. Faella
will serve as the master of ceremo-
nies. The event includes caroling,
musical entertainment from Glen
Merritt of the county’s Facilities
Management Division, and a visit
from Santa.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

REPORTERS NEEDED
Current openings for reporters
to cover town council,  BOE,
and recreation  commission
meetings. We seek  community-
minded, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed. Must be able to meet
deadlines, know how to write a
lead, and take an active interest
in a regular beat in order to
develop news stories. Great for
stay-at-home moms,  a second
income or just for those who
love to write. E-mail resume
and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

GW to Unveil New
Sports Complex Dec. 14

GARWOOD — The borough will
hold a ribbon-cutting ceremony for
the new Garwood Recreation and
Sports Complex, located at 130
Myrtle Avenue, this Sunday, Decem-
ber 14, at 1:30 p.m.


