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Report Questions Twp. Actions
In Darby Road Permit Process

SP Rec. Panel Reviews
Progress Made In 2014

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — An inde-
pendent report criticizes the town-
ship building department and its
head, Robert LaCosta, for how the
permitting process was handled for
the Darby Road restaurant when it
held its three-day St. Patrick’s Day
celebration last March.

Since opening in October 2012,
the Park Avenue pub has held sev-
eral large multi-day events — most
recently the weekend of Oktoberfest
two months ago and the two-week
World Cup viewing parties in June
— that have drawn crowds to the
downtown business district and also
resulted in complaints about noise
from a homeowner who lives be-
hind the restaurant. Two days be-
fore its St. Patrick’s Day weekend

event last March, Darby Road’s
owners were told by township offi-
cials that additional permits were
needed in connection with a large
tent that was set up for patrons. One
needed permit was a special use
permit that had to be issued by the
township council, which was not
set to meet in the days before the
event.

The report stated that “municipal
officials tacitly advised the restau-
rant owners that the event could
proceed, but then heavily fined
Darby Road for proceeding.” The
report added that, “because of the
actions of the building department,
the most important inspection nec-
essary to protect the health and
welfare of attendees” — the fire
inspection — was never done. The
restaurant’s owners, dismayed at
the township’s actions, contacted
municipal officials about their treat-
ment and also expressed concern
that there may have been political
interference in the process.

The 20-page report, authored by
attorney Richard Cushing of the
Gebhardt & Kiefer law firm in
Clinton and undertaken at the be-
hest of Township Manager Jerry
Giaimis, concludes that Darby
Road’s complaints about its treat-
ment this year “seem to be well
justified.” The report said the town-
ship had put up “unannounced road-
blocks” and then had fined Darby

Road an initial $8,000 “for doing
the same thing it had done the year
before” when it held a St. Patrick’s
Day event with no problems in-
volving permits.

Mr. Cushing’s report sets out two
explanations for what occurred, one
being “a highhanded lack of con-
cern for local businesses by the
building department,” and the sec-
ond, “a much more troubling one,”
according to the report, “an inten-
tional effort to punish a local busi-
ness for political ends.” The report
states that Mr. LaCosta’s failure to
notify Darby Road of the need for
various permits “was done purpose-
fully,” perhaps to placate the resi-
dent who had complained about
noise from Darby Road events.

Mr. LaCosta declined to speak to
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times,
but his attorney at the Schiller &
Pittinger law firm provided a state-
ment to the newspaper saying that,
“the management of Scotch Plains
by its council and manager has been
dysfunctional for several years. This
investigation was the result of that
dysfunction.”

The statement also claimed that,
“clearly, the investigation was un-
dertaken to attempt to demonstrate
that a certain council member con-
spired with the owner of an Irish
pub in Fanwood to attempt to stop
the St. Patrick’s Day event by Darby

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Members of
the Scotch Plains Recreation Com-
mission conducted an in-depth re-
view at their meeting Monday night
of the progress the township has made
towards maintaining its parks and
fields this year.

Parks and Recreation Director Ray
Poerio presented an overview of the
many successful projects that were
completed this year at the
community’s 13 parks and fields,
which are used by thousands of resi-
dents of all ages. Mr. Poerio noted
that through a Union County Green-
ing Grant, the township planted 25
red maples at Brookside Park, 50
green giant trees at Green Forest Park
and 25 dogwoods at the former site of
the Terry-Lou Zoo on Raritan Road.
Mr. Poerio also detailed the efforts
the township is taking to obtain state
funding for the remediation of the
former zoo site and to obtain the
necessary permits for the cleanup of
the pond at Brookside Park.

Mr. Poerio advised commission
members that several bids have been
received for repairs to the roof at the
Scotch Hills Country Club Club-
house. The clubhouse is historically
significant because it was part of the
Shady Rest Country Club  — the first
African-American owned and oper-
ated golf and country club in the
United States. The township has
owned the facility since 1964 and the
township council has set aside funds

to help finance repairs to the club-
house, with the roof as the top prior-
ity. The bids were to be opened yes-
terday after this newspaper went to
press, and will then be reviewed by
the town’s attorney and engineer.

Commission Chairman Robert
Giordanella suggested that commis-
sion members consider creating a plan
to obtain support from the newly-
elected members of the council for a
decision to be made regarding a long-
term strategic plan for the building.
Barton Ross, of TBR Architects and
Planners in Livingston Township,
previously had prepared an in-depth
review of options for the repair and
remodeling of the facility and there
has been considerable interest from
the public in insuring that the build-
ing is maintained.

In other matters, the commission
discussed the progress which has been
made towards the retention of a con-
sultant to assist in insuring compli-
ance with the Americans With Dis-
abilities Act (ADA), as well as the
need to begin the annual budget plan-
ning process, and voted not to in-
crease any recreation program fees in
2015.

Commissioner Sean Johnson ad-
vised the public that registration for
the recreation department’s ski pro-
gram is still open. Two of the buses
have already sold out with registra-
tion for the third bus underway. The
ski program runs for five Fridays,
from January to February, and costs

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Scotch Plains Manager to Leave
Position on December 31

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
Manager Jerry Giaimis will leave his
position at the end of the year, setting
the stage for the appointment next
year of the fifth full-time manager
since the 2008 retirement of long-
time manager Thomas Atkins.

The township council last week
approved — on a 3-to-2 party-line
vote — the terms of Mr. Giaimis’
separation agreement, which calls for
him to receive 21 weeks of pay as well
as township-provided healthcare cov-
erage next year.

When the council voted to appoint
Mr. Giaimis in July 2013, the two
Democratic and two Republican mem-

bers voted in his favor while Demo-
cratic Mayor Kevin Glover voted no,
questioning Mr. Giaimis’ experience
and saying that he “didn’t feel com-
fortable with him being put at the
helm.” Since that time, the mayor and
the manager have clashed on a num-
ber of issues, including this year’s
municipal and capital budgets, Mr.
Giaimis’ purchasing practices, condi-
tions at some parks and what the mayor
complained was a lack of communi-
cation between Mr. Giaimis and him-
self. With a supportive Republican
council majority this year, Mr. Giaimis’
position was considered safe, but the
Democrats’ success in last month’s
election in winning control of the coun-
cil in 2015 likely foretold Mr. Giaimis’

future.
While he knew he was entering a

“tenuous situation” when he joined
the municipal government 18 months
ago, Mr. Giaimis told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that he was
“excited about the possibility to re-
store stability to the manager’s posi-
tion and do so consistent with the best
practices and ethics that govern my
profession.”

He expressed satisfaction that, “I
always performed my duties consistent
with those principles and will depart
knowing that my 18-month tenure in-
cluded good government and positive
progress in many areas,” including
adoption this year of a “responsible
budget,” successful contract negotia-
tions with the major labor unions with-
out the need for mediation or arbitra-
tion, “significant” technological up-
grades in some areas, reform of pur-
chasing practices “to adhere to best
practices and ethics” and more work on
upgrading the Shady Rest Country Club
facility and the Terry-Lou Zoo prop-
erty in the past 18 months “than have
been done in decades prior.”

Mr. Giaimis admitted to the “politi-
cal realities that come along with this
profession. Whether it is right or wrong
is for the public to decide,” he added,
“but I am proud of my time here.”

Speaking to The Times this week
about Mr. Giaimis’ severance package,
Mayor Glover — who along with fel-
low Democrat Colleen Gialanella voted
against the separation agreement —
called its terms “excessive” and said it
was “harmful to the taxpayers of Scotch
Plains.” State statute mandates a three-
month minimum for severance pay in
cases like this. The mayor criticized the
three council Republicans who favored
the agreement, saying they had exer-
cised no fiscal responsibility.

Several names have surfaced on
Internet message boards and elsewhere
about potential successors to Mr.
Giaimis, but the mayor said the 2015
council — with a 4-to-1 Democratic
majority — will undertake a recruit-
ment process similar to ones conducted
in the past. He also said he did not
expect any potential candidates to think

Zoning Board OKs Cell
Antenna on Route 22

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The zon-
ing board of adjustment last week
approved an application by Verizon
Wireless to place a small antenna
atop a building on Route 22 that
will help the cellular phone com-
pany boost its capacity in that area.

James Mitchell, an attorney for
Verizon, told the board at its final
meeting of the year on December 4
that what is called a “network node”
will be installed on the roof of a
two-story office building at 2056
Route 22 East. He described it as a
single antenna — not a tower —
and said it will help the existing
network function better. The issue
in that stretch of the highway is not
coverage but capacity. Given the
number of businesses located there,
including Blue Star Shopping Cen-
ter, McDonald’s, Subway,
Scotchwood Diner and Dunkin’ Do-

nuts, and the tendency for people to
congregate in and around those
places, Verizon saw a need to in-
crease capacity for its cell phone
users.

Krupakaran Kolandaiven, a ra-
dio engineer, told the board that the
top of the rooftop antenna would be
30 feet above the ground, and, in
pointing out its unobtrusiveness,
noted that the top of the building’s
air-conditioning unit on the roof is
seven inches higher than the an-
tenna. He said there would be no
power generator, no aviation lights
and no lighting on the ground in
connection with the new antenna.
And he assured board members that
the antenna would meet township
code in being able to withstand
heavy winds.

Dominick Villano, a radio fre-
quency engineer, told the zoning
board that the antenna was neces-
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Courtesy of John Mandel
Ho, Ho, Ho!… Santa makes a few new friends during Sunday’s Scotch  Plains Holiday Celebration, an annual tradition in
the township.

Courtesy of Brian Horton
HOLIDAY CHEER…Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School choir
entertain at the Fanwood Holiday Party on Sunday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A SUPER SUNDAY… Super Sunday, the annual fund-raising phonathon and
day of community building in support of the United Jewish Appeal Campaign of
Greater MetroWest NJ (UJA), was held at the Scotch Plains JCC. Local
politicians helping out on the phone banks  included, from left to right, Assem-
blywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21st, Summit), Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21st,
Westfield),  Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) and Union County
Freeholders Bruce Bergen and Al Mirabelli.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YOUTHFUL VOICES…The annual Tiny Tim Fund Caroling Night was held
last Wednesday in  Scotch Plains and Fanwood. Pictured are carolers from “The
Retrievers” Scotch Plains soccer champs from Intercounty Youth Soccer
singing at the Stage House in Scotch Plains.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


