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Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

Fanwood Police to Crack
Down on Drunk Drivers

FANWOOD — Law enforcement
officials from Fanwood will be
cracking down on drunk drivers as
part of the annual holiday season
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over”
statewide campaign. Beginning De-
cember 5, 2014 and continuing
through January 2, 2015, local and
state law enforcement officials will
conduct saturation patrols and so-
briety checkpoints looking for mo-
torists who may be driving while
intoxicated.

The national “Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over” effort endeavors to
raise awareness about the dangers
of drinking and driving through a
combination of high-visibility en-
forcement and public education.
“This is a critical law enforcement
program that can save lives during
a time of the year when impaired
driving traditionally increases by
nearly 10 percent,” said Fanwood
Police Chief Richard Trigo. “This
initiative brings attention to the se-
rious consequences of drunk driv-
ing and the grave danger those who
choose to drink and drive pose to all
who share the road with them.”

Last year, 22 percent of all motor

vehicle fatalities in New Jersey were
alcohol-related. Nationally, more
than 10,000 people die each year in
drunk driving crashes. The societal
cost associated with drunk driving
crashes is estimated to be $37 bil-
lion annually.

Law enforcement agencies par-
ticipating in the Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over 2014 Year End Holi-
day crackdown offer the following
advice for the holiday season:

Take mass transit, a taxicab, or
ask a sober friend to drive you home.

Spend the night where the activ-
ity or party is held.

If you see an impaired driver on
the road, contact law enforcement.
Your actions may save someone’s
life, and inaction could cost a life.

Always buckle-up, every ride. It’s
your best defense against an im-
paired driver.

If you are intoxicated and travel-
ing on foot, the safest way to get
home is to take a cab or have a sober
friend or family member drive or
escort you to your doorstep.

Be responsible. If someone you
know is drinking, do not let that
person get behind the wheel.

“the law was followed, but not the
spirit.”

Ultimately, the board approved
the conforming subdivision with
certain conditions: First, the slate
sidewalks must be maintained or
replaced. Second, the architecture
for the new homes must be reviewed
by the planning board’s site plan
committee. Third, the Tree Preser-
vation Commission must review the
tree replacement plan with the
board’s recommendation that it in-
clude shade trees. The Tree Preser-
vation Commission must return the
tree plan to the planning board
within 45 days.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Planning

WF Recreation Discusses
Park Restroom Conditions

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — The recreation
commission, at its meeting Mon-
day night, conducted a lengthy dis-
cussion on the conditions of the
restrooms at Memorial Park and
Gumbert Field. Commission mem-
bers reviewed a schematic of the
fields at Memorial Park and de-
bated the options for installing a
new restroom facility. The mem-
bers reviewed the location of the
existing sewer, water and electric
lines as well as possible design al-
ternatives and agreed to conduct
additional research into the most
cost-effective method of updating
the bathrooms.

The commission also agreed that
infrastructure improvements were
needed at the Gumbert Field base-
ball complex. Recreation Director
Bruce Kaufmann advised the com-
mission that he was working with
the town’s Engineering Department
to investigate the cause of poor
drainage in the restrooms at
Gumbert. The commission mem-
bers agreed a decision needed to be
made regarding a strategy for the
fields at Gumbert, which have been
the subject of safety complaints
from visiting teams and officials.
The commission voted to further
investigate the feasibility of install-
ing turf on one of the fields and
possibly reseeding another.

During a discussion on long-
range planning, Mr. Kaufmann ex-
plained to the public that the
commission’s Pool Committee
would meet in the near future to
begin the planning process for next

season and noted that the deadline
for the submission of bids in re-
sponse to the town’s request for
proposals to upgrade the tennis
courts was this Tuesday, December
9. He explained that if winter
weather causes delays, arrange-
ments have been made to make the
Memorial Park tennis complex
available to the high-school teams
for a portion of their spring season.

In other business, the commis-
sion acknowledged and thanked
commission member Thomas
Ripperger for his 12 years of ser-
vice to the community.

Commission Chairman Peter
Echausse stated that, “Tom has been
an exemplary commissioner who
has always made the children who
use our parks and fields his top
priority.”

Among his other duties, Mr.
Ripperger was chairman of the field
use committee, which is respon-
sible for working with representa-
tives of the various athletic teams,
such as soccer, softball, rugby and
lacrosse, to schedule practice and
game times. In adherence to the
town’s bylaws, Mr. Ripperger has
served three consecutive four-year
terms and therefore must step down
at the end of the calendar year.

Assistant Recreation Director
Dolores MacKay Kaufmann re-
minded residents that registration
for this year’s winter programs is
underway. Among the many oppor-
tunities available are golf, science,
Lego, art, and music classes for
students, as well as a variety of
exercise and enrichment courses for
adults.

GO TEAM...  Students from Wesley Hall School for Early Childhood brave the
cold on Saturday at Tamaques Park to run in the annual Westfield Turkey Trot
fun run. Pictured, from left to right, are: Lila Dippold, Cate McKeon, Liam
Rabbitt, Mia Zbranak, Kate Cymbo, Emma Dippold, Brody Ferguson, Jack
McKeon and Luke Ehrlich.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
COUNTY CHRISTMAS TREE…This year’s Christmas tree arrives at the
Union County Courthouse in Elizabeth. The tree, donated by Janice Minarchenko
of Clark, will be on display in the Courthouse Rotunda during the holiday season.
The public is invited to view the tree on weekdays until it is removed just before
New Year’s Day.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KEEPING PACE… Runners made their way around the track during Saturday’s
running of the annual Westfield  Turkey Trot 5-Mile Run at Tamaques Park.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TURKEY TROTTERS…These runners work off the Thanksgiving turkey
during Saturday’s running of the annual Westfield Turkey Trot 5-Mile Run at
Tamaques Park.

1951 and had an addition put on
during the 1980s. Funding cuts in
2008, a failed attempt to have a joint
library venture with the Scotch Plains
Public Library in 2010, and a flood
that occurred in 2011 in the Children’s
Room have all negatively impacted
the library.

A painting by Fanwood resident
Joseph Schott that has been housed in
the Fanwood Museum will soon be
hung in the vestibule of Borough
Hall. Mr. Schott’s daughter, Mary
Ellen, had made a request on behalf
of her father to have the painting
hung in the borough hall.

“We would love it,” said Mayor
Mahr, who suggested adding a plaque
beneath the painting that would no-
tate the history of the work.

In other business, PSE&G has de-
nied Pilgrim Pipeline access to the
right-of-way, Mayor Mahr said. She
recommended a resolution be drawn
up that would state the borough’s
disapproval of the Pilgrim Pipeline in
Fanwood.

In response to a resolution passed
by the Borough of Garwood support-
ing a study to merge the Union County
Sheriff’s Department with the Union
County Police, the borough council
agreed to talk to the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholder about
the matter.

The gas main replacement project
by the gas utility company has been
cancelled, Borough Engineer Peter
Bodnar said.

The water company is planning to
replace water mains on Madison and
Portland Avenues, North Avenue and
Pleasant Avenue, Mr. Bodnar said.

Union County plans to repave La
Grande Avenue between Laurel Place
and South Avenue, Mayor Mahr said.
She said she would like to see this
happen during the day as to not disturb
residents in the evening hours. Also,
she said she would like parking spots
included on La Grande Avenue be-
tween Martine and Second Avenues.

Resident Michael Lewis asked to
have a pedestrian crossing sign added
at La Grande and Second Avenues.

In response to the borough poten-
tially developing the train station
parking lot, Mr. Lewis said if the lot
is developed the streetscape would
be one continuous line of buildings
for four or five blocks on South Av-
enue. Mr. Lewis compared it to
Cranford’s development on South
Avenue. “The development of Cran-
ford is big, ugly and oppressive,” said
Mr. Lewis.

This Sunday, December 7, at 3
p.m., at the north-side train station,
Fanwood will begin its annual holi-
day celebration. The Christmas Tree
lighting ceremony will take place at 5
p.m., with singing. Santa will make
an appearance, too.
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FW Library

Garwood resident Bruce Pater-
son suggested the county look to
combine the needs of Rahway and
Union County College (UCC),
which wants to build an athletic
facility for its track, soccer and la-
crosse teams after a previous plan
at UCC’s Cranford campus drew
heavy opposition, into one facil-
ity,” and save a lot of money.”

County Manager Al Faella said
the current county plan for Rahway
River Park is to build a multi-use,
lighted turf athletic field with a track
to be used by all county residents.

ceeded the bid threshold — the
$17,500 level beyond which con-
tracts cannot be awarded by the
township manager but must be put
out for public bidding — but never
were publicly bid upon.

That raised concerns from Coun-
cilwoman Gialanella, who used the
term “illegality” in describing the
situation. She urged Mr. Giaimis to
inform the appropriate oversight of-
ficials in Trenton and to contact the
township auditors as well to “make
sure it doesn’t happen in the fu-
ture.” Councilman Vastine said that
last year there were instances when
larger bids in excess of the $17,500
threshold were “broken up” into
separate and smaller bids so as not
to exceed the threshold. While it
may not have been illegal, Mr.
Vastine admitted that those matters
could have been handled better.

The council also introduced an
ordinance renewing a 15-year con-
tract with Comcast that will include
a $75,000 grant to Scotch Plains
Television to be used to purchase
some needed equipment and the
addition, over the course of the con-
tract, of two new local access chan-
nels. The formal vote and public
hearing will be held at the council’s
final scheduled meeting of the year
on Tuesday, December 16.
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Union County Freeholders
He said Rahway will be responsible
for maintaining the facility.

He said the freeholder board is
“committed to doing something that
is more operational appropriate for
the size of the park” than the 5,000-
grandstand-seat capacity sought by
Rahway.

“We’re going to consult with our
engineers and architects to see what
this park can handle, which is cer-
tainly going to be a lesser number
(than 5,000),” Mr. Faella said.

He said county and Rahway po-
lice officials “will work together to
monitor traffic and other parking
issues” for the new facility.

“This project is still in the plan-
ning stage. We are working on de-
veloping an MOU (Memorandum
of Understanding) but nothing has
been finalized yet,” Mr. Faella said.

In other business, Garwood Coun-
cilman William Nierstedt said the
borough forwarded to the freehold-
ers a copy of a resolution passed by
the borough council recommend-
ing the county consolidate the
county sheriff and county police
divisions. He said a “more under-
standable” resolution will be sent
to the freeholders after there was a
misunderstanding that Garwood
was in favor of consolidating mu-
nicipal police departments through-
out the county.

“I just want to say for the record
that is not what this (resolution) is
saying,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

“I hope the board considers our
resolution,” Mr. Nierstedt said.

The freeholders also introduced
an amendment to an existing ordi-
nance to ban the practice of hydrau-
lic fracturing on county-owned
property.

According to the ordinance, “The
Union County Board of Freehold-
ers recognizes that the exploratory,
drilling and extraction operations
incident to hydraulic fracturing pose
significant risks to public health,
safety and welfare, as well as the
natural resources of the County of
Union. Hydraulic fracturing or
“fracking” is a drilling technique
which uses vast quantities of water
mixed with chemicals and solids
pumped into shale formations at
high pressure to fracture the shale
formations. As a result, the water,
known as wastewater, becomes con-
taminated with chemicals and heavy
metals that present a risk to the
people and the property of the
County of Union.”

The ordinance “bans any and all
drilling for natural gas, and explo-
ration of natural gas, beyond the
reconnaissance phase, on all
county-owned property.”

The public hearing and freehold-
ers’ vote on the ordinance will take
place at the board’s Thursday, De-
cember 11 meeting at the Union
County Administration Building in
Elizabeth. The meeting will begin
at 7 p.m.

MS Council Discusses Cost
Overruns for Police, Fire

By KATE BROWNE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The bor-
ough council on Tuesday night dis-
cussed cost overruns by the
borough’s police and fire depart-
ments. Chief Financial Officer Jill
Goode advised that while the final
figures for the year have not yet
been calculated she anticipates both
departments are slightly over bud-
get.

Councilman William Lane, who
serves as liaison to the fire depart-
ment, and several members of the
fire department who were present
at the meeting, explained that the
cost of equipment and protective
clothing has increased significantly
and as the number of volunteers has
increased so has the associated
costs. Councilman Lane outlined a
proposal, which the other members
fully supported, of obtaining addi-
tional input from the department
during the budget-setting process
so as to avoid future deficits.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting, Manuel Aranjo,
a resident of Mary Allen Lane, again
spoke on behalf of the residents of
his street who have made several
presentations to the council and its
legal staff regarding what they de-
scribe as “dangerous and deplor-
able conditions” on their street,
which they allege has not been prop-
erly maintained by the builder. Mr.
Aranjo presented minutes from a
2001 planning board meeting which
required the builder to pave the road
after completion of the construc-
tion.

Borough Attorney John Post ad-
vised Mr. Aranjo that the engineer-
ing department was in the process
of discussing the issue with the
builder and assured him the issue
was a priority for the council.

In other business, seventh grad-
ers Jill and Ally Zimmerman, who
are cadets in the Mountainside Girl
Scout program, made a presenta-
tion to the council. The students
explained that while the Mountain-
side Volunteer Fire Department
works hard to prevent fires, when
they do occur the firefighters rely
on fire hydrants.

The Adopt a Hydrant Program is
a voluntary community activity that
enables residents to support the fire
department by volunteering to keep
hydrants visible in the winter by
keeping snow away from the hy-
drants. The cadets noted that stud-
ies show it can take seven to 10
minutes for first responders to re-
move snow from the hydrant area
and explained how the Adopt a
Hydrant Program can prevent a de-
lay in securing this water source in
the event of a fire. The students
detailed the efforts they have taken
to identify the locations of the 120
hydrants in Mountainside and asked
for the council’s permission to ap-
proach the residents and businesses
located closest to the hydrants to
solicit their support.

Mayor Paul Mirabelli and the
council commended the
Zimmermans for their efforts and
noted the girls embodied the great
sense of volunteerism, which pro-
vides the foundation for strong com-
munities such as Mountainside.

The council’s next meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, December
16.

Photo by Brian Horton
BIG PLANS...Architect John Veisz, center front, explains a point in drawings for
proposed renovations to the Fanwood Memorial Library during a presentation
by the library's board of trustees to the Fanwood Council Tuesday night. At right
is architect Brian Garrahan, who also took part in the discussion, and Fanwood
Library Director Dan Weiss, left front. Behind Mr. Weiss is Library Board of
Trustees President Sheldon Ross, who gave an overview of the project and
introduced the architects. Tuesday night's presentation covered the library
board's recommendation for the redesign of the library.
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