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Whether Your Real Estate Needs Are Local, National, or International
Your Move Is Our Move and We’re Ready To Assist You Every Step Of The Way.

WF PB OK’s Carleton Rd.
Subdivision With Conditions

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – After an hour of
discussion by board members and
residents, an application by
Gialluisi Custom Homes for a con-
forming subdivision of 631 Carleton
Road was approved with conditions
at Monday night’s planning board
meeting. The application was car-
ried over from last month’s meet-
ing when approximately a dozen
neighbors raised questions regard-
ing tree removal and drainage on
the site.

At the previous meeting, attor-
ney Steven Hale and surveyor Rob-
ert Grazzali offered testimony on
the application, which would take
the current lot and subdivide it into
two lots measuring 11,891 square
feet and 13,818 square feet, which
conforms to the 8,000-square-foot
minimum lot size for the zone.

Questions were raised by the
neighbors as to who removed the
trees, with the neighbors indicating
the trees were removed in July. A
site plan dated in June was submit-
ted to the town in August, but the
property did not change hands until
September. Resident Maureen
Tinen said the submitted documents
were “false” as the trees were still
there when they were drawn, and
said, “This board is being disre-
spected.”

Peter Gialluisi was again not in
attendance at the meeting to answer
questions from board members or
residents. However, Mr. Hale ad-
mitted the applicant was the one
who removed the trees and then
submitted a tree replacement plan

to the board.
Mr. Grazzali told the board there

were 11 replacement trees on his
plan, which included cherry trees,
flowering dogwoods and white
pines. When asked by board mem-
bers why he did not include larger
shade trees, he stated that with re-
cent storms, “(I) wouldn’t want sub-
stantial trees within 30 feet of my
house.”

Board member Frank Smith said,
“It doesn’t seem like a tree replace-
ment plan at all; it seems like an
attempt to appease what happened
at the last meeting.”

Carleton Road resident Edward
Israelow read sections of the tree
preservation ordinance and urged
the board to enforce fines on the
developer. However, Board Attor-
ney Ken Soreiro and Town Engi-
neer Kris McAloon stated that the
ordinance only applies when appli-
cations for development have been
filed with the town. They said that
prior to the filing of an application
the property is privately owned and
thus tree removal is unregulated.

Mr. McAloon said the town is
aware of the loophole in the ordi-
nance and that the town council has
been considering changes to it for
some time, but has been delayed by
other more pressing issues.

Robert Newell, who serves as the
planning board’s liaison to the Tree
Preservation Commission, said he
is “bothered by the loophole in our
ordinance” and that what the devel-
oper did “rubs me the wrong way.”

Board Chairman Vince Wilt said
that it “disturbed me a little bit” and
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Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ART FOR THE BOROUGH ...A painting by Fanwood resident Joseph Schott that has been housed in the Fanwood Museum
will soon be hung in the vestibule of Borough Hall. Mr. Schott’s daughter, Mary Ellen, at podium, had made a request on
behalf of her father to have the painting hung in the borough hall. Library Director Dan Weiss and Parthena Rosahl, of
the Friends of the Library, hold a photo of the painting.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LIBRARY PLAN...Sheldon Ross, president of the Fanwood Memorial Library
Board, presents to the borough council Tuesday its proposed architectural plan
for a renovation and expansion to the library building, located on a .66-acre site
on a triangular intersection of North Avenue, Forest and Tillotson Roads.
Library Director Dan Weiss is seated at the end of the aisle next to the architects.

Photo by Brian Horton
HELPING OUT...Lions Club volunteer Mike Venezia of Fanwood leads the way
after Jennifer and Bill Hosford of Fanwood picked out a Christmas tree at the sale
at Fanwood's LaGrande Park Tuesday night. The cold and steady drizzle did not
keep the Hosfords from their tree shopping. "We found the perfect tree,"
Jennifer said. The Lions Club and Fanwood Fire Department conduct the annual
sale, celebrating its 65th year, with profits going to scholarships and local
charities. The sale is open weekdays, 6 to 9 p.m., and weekends, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.
This is Mr. Venezia's 45th year helping out with the sale.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON  YOUR MARK…The Westfield Turkey Trot one-mile race begins at Tamaques
Park on Saturday.

Fanwood Library Board Proposes
$2.9-Million Overhaul to Building

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Memorial Library Board presented
to the borough council Tuesday its
proposed architectural plan for a
renovation and expansion to the li-
brary building, located on a .66-acre
site on a triangular intersection of
North Avenue, Forest and Tillotson
Roads. Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie, PC was the architect and
planner commissioned by the library

board in March to prepare a feasibil-
ity study of the library building based
on a strategic plan the board devised
over a year-and-a-half period. Their
plans included a 4,750-square-foot
addition. The estimated cost of the
project is $2.94 million, which cov-
ers a $1.7-million proposed addition,
$595,000 in renovations, alterations
and rehabilitations, and $650,000 in
various fees.

Library Board President Sheldon
Ross said the proposal is the “recom-
mendation that will give the town the
greatest return on investment.” Coun-
cilman Dan Levine asked to see the
cost of the work in a multi-phase
plan.

“This is several times greater than
what our capital budget is. This would
be very difficult,” Mr. Levine said.

Doing work in phases, Mr. Ross
said, would more than double the
cost.

Additional employees would not
be necessary, Library Director Dan
Weiss added.

“Part of it is an understanding that
this is an investment,” Mayor Col-
leen Mahr said.

The main goal of the architectural
concept was to focus on children’s
services, which is the growth area in
the library, architect John Veisz said.
The Children’s Room would grow to
a 2,000-square-foot space.

The plan also showed a new 1,000-
square-foot multi-purpose room that
would allow for multiple events to
take place via a partition.

Accessibility also is a large com-
ponent of the plan. Bathrooms would
be made ADA compliant, an elevator
would be installed, and improved flow
of space would allow for better ac-
cess to areas in the library.

The library areas also would be
reconfigured. Architectural plans will
be available on the borough website.

Friends of the Library were in at-
tendance to show their support of the
project.

The library building was built in

Residents Oppose Football
Facility at Rahway Park

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – Two Union County
residents voiced their opposition to
the freeholder board on November
25 concerning construction plans
for a multi-purpose turf field at
Rahway River Park. The field will
serve as the new home for the
Rahway High School football and
soccer teams.

As previously reported by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, the
county’s portion of the project is
$2.6 million, with Rahway picking
up $2.3 million. Rahway will pay
for a loud-speaker system,
scoreboard, grandstands, press box,
team pavilions and restroom facili-
ties, with the county paying for the
turf field, lights and track.

Rayna Warner of Clark said the
park is “heavily used for walkers,
runners, skaters, baseball and soc-
cer teams and those who enjoy the

beauty of this natural setting. It is
also home to much wildlife which
can be observed throughout the
year.

“If a football stadium were to be
built in this park it would destroy
the whole dynamic of the park as
we now know it. It would dominate
the area as well as destroy many of
the old and beautiful trees and plants
that add to the park’s beauty,” she
said.

A football facility “will draw a
good number of automobiles to the
park. The park cannot accommo-
date so much traffic,” Ms. Warner
told the board.

Geraldine Buckley of Cranford
said the park also offers swimming
and tennis court facilities. She said
the county does not have much open
space left and urged the board to
“look at” the park plans again “be-
fore you decide to do it.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Township Council OKs Terms
For New Police Contract

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved
a memorandum of understanding
with the local police union on a new
five-year contract that Township
Manager Jerry Giaimis said was
achieved due to compromises by
both management and labor.

The terms of the new pact —
which will run from January 1, 2015
through December 2019 — was met
with words of support by members
of the council at its conference
meeting this week, although Mayor
Kevin Glover sought to have the
vote delayed for two weeks. He
called it “regrettable” that the

township’s labor attorney was not
present on Tuesday to discuss de-
tails of the contract and he also
criticized Mr. Giaimis for what the
mayor termed was the manager’s
“eleventh hour” submission of the
contract to the council. The mayor
abstained from the otherwise unani-
mous vote to approve the memo-
randum, the language of which will
now be incorporated into a formal
contract.

Mr. Giaimis touched on several
items of interest in the new con-
tract, including a reduction in the
percentage that officers will con-
tribute to their health insurance plan
from the present range of 32 to 35
percent down to 20 percent. The

new contract calls for no salary in-
crease in the first year, a 1-percent
rise in 2016, 1.5 percent in 2017
and 2018 and 2 percent in 2019.
And the contract calls for the elimi-
nation of so-called longevity pay
for all new officers hired after the
start of next year. This will mean
the end of bonuses that are based on
a percentage of annual salary and
normally paid after the fifth year of
employment.

“By and large, it’s a pretty fair
contract,” commented Councilman
Llewellyn Jones. He was echoed by
Councilman William Vastine, who
said the council has a “fiduciary
obligation to the taxpayers but we
also need a police force out there
that’s happy” with its contract. Mr.
Giaimis told the governing body
that “both sides gave a little” dur-
ing what he described as “satisfac-
tory discussions” leading to the new
contract. Councilwoman Colleen
Gialanella said she hoped the
council’s approval of the new con-
tract “reflects the good faith we
have in our police department.”

In other business, at its
penultimate meeting of the year,
the council, in a closed executive
session, approved a resolution by a
3-to-2 party-line vote concerning
the employment status of Mr.
Giaimis, who will leave his posi-
tion at the end of the month — less
than 18 months after he was hired.
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
received word of this development
as the paper was going to press on
Wednesday and will have a full re-
port in next week’s edition.

The council also approved sev-
eral contracts for the rental of equip-
ment related to snow plowing and
removal services, but not before
some questions were raised about
the local government’s procedures
for awarding certain contracts. Mr.
Giaimis told the council that in some
prior years, some contracts ex-
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