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“Local Service at Highway Prices”
70 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

County Manager Al Faella said
the current county plan for Rahway
River Park is to build a multi-use,
lighted turf athletic field with a track
to be used by all county residents.
He said Rahway will be responsible
for maintaining the facility.

He said the freeholder board is
“committed to doing something that
is more operational appropriate for
the size of the park” than the 5,000-
grandstand-seat capacity sought by
Rahway.

“We’re going to consult with our
engineers and architects to see what
this park can handle, which is cer-
tainly going to be a lesser number
(than 5,000),” Mr. Faella said.

He said county and Rahway po-
lice officials “will work together to
monitor traffic and other parking
issues” for the new facility.
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Freeholders
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Carleton Rd.
Ultimately, the board approved

the conforming subdivision with
certain conditions: First, the slate
sidewalks must be maintained or
replaced. Second, the architecture
for the new homes must be reviewed
by the planning board’s site plan
committee. Third, the Tree Preser-
vation Commission must review the
tree replacement plan with the
board’s recommendation that it in-
clude shade trees. The Tree Preser-
vation Commission must return the
tree plan to the planning board
within 45 days.

HELPING THOSE IN NEED... St.Helen’s Parish’s sixth grade ccd class  are
more than happy to give a helping hand during this time of the year by providing
a  traditional Thanksgiving meal to a family in need.  Pictured  are: top row,  Lily
McGuire, John Thorburn, Giulia Pinelli, Julia Johnson-Milstein, and Michaela
Hobson and, front row, Jason Petruzzi, Ryan Della Rocco, Chris Grochan, Ali
Brennan, Mary Heinzerling, Kaitlyn Duffy and Liam Robb.

GO TEAM...  Students from Wesley Hall School for Early Childhood braved the
cold on Saturdayat Tamaques Park to run in the annual Westfield Turkey Trot
fun run.  Pictured, from left to right, are: Lila Dippold, Cate McKeon, Liam
Rabbitt, Mia Zbranak, Kate Cymbo, Emma Dippold, Brody Ferguson, Jack
McKeon, and Luke Ehrlich.

FW Library Bd. Proposes
$2.9-Million Bldg. Overhaul

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD — The Fanwood
Memorial Library Board presented
to the borough council Tuesday its
proposed architectural plan for a
renovation and expansion to the li-
brary building, located on a .66-
acre site on a triangular intersec-
tion of North Avenue, Forest and
Tillotson Roads. Fraytak Veisz
Hopkins Duthie, PC was the archi-
tect and planner commissioned by
the library board in March to pre-
pare a feasibility study of the li-
brary building based on a strategic
plan the board devised over a year-
and-a-half period. Their plans in-
cluded a 4,750-square-foot addi-
tion. The estimated cost of the
project is $2.94 million, which cov-
ers a $1.7-million proposed addi-
tion, $595,000 in renovations, al-
terations and rehabilitations, and
$650,000 in various fees.

Library Board President Sheldon
Ross said the proposal is the “rec-
ommendation that will give the town
the greatest return on investment.”
Councilman Dan Levine asked to
see the cost of the work in a multi-
phase plan.

“This is several times greater than
what our capital budget is. This
would be very difficult,” Mr. Levine
said.

Doing work in phases, Mr. Ross
said, would more than double the
cost.

Additional employees would not
be necessary, Library Director Dan
Weiss added.

“Part of it is an understanding
that this is an investment,” Mayor
Colleen Mahr said.

The main goal of the architec-
tural concept was to focus on
children’s services, which is the
growth area in the library, architect
John Veisz said. The Children’s
Room would grow to a 2,000-
square-foot space.

The plan also showed a new
1,000-square-foot multi-purpose
room that would allow for multiple

events to take place via a partition.
Accessibility also is a large com-

ponent of the plan. Bathrooms
would be made ADA compliant, an
elevator would be installed, and im-
proved flow of space would allow
for better access to areas in the
library.

The library areas also would be
reconfigured. Architectural plans
will be available on the borough’s
website.

Friends of the Library were in
attendance to show their support of
the project.

The library building was built in
1951 and had an addition put on
during the 1980s. Funding cuts in
2008, a failed attempt to have a
joint library venture with the Scotch
Plains Public Library in 2010, and
a flood that occurred in 2011 in the
Children’s Room have all negatively
impacted the library.

A painting by Fanwood resident
Joseph Schott that has been housed
in the Fanwood Museum will soon
be hung in the vestibule of Borough
Hall. Mr. Schott’s daughter, Mary
Ellen, had made a request on behalf
of her father to have the painting
hung in the borough hall.

“We would love it,” said Mayor
Mahr, who suggested adding a
plaque beneath the painting that
would notate the history of the work.

In other business, PSE&G has
denied Pilgrim Pipeline access to
the right-of-way, Mayor Mahr said.
She recommended a resolution be
drawn up that would state the
borough’s disapproval of the Pil-
grim Pipeline in Fanwood.

In response to a resolution passed
by the Borough of Garwood sup-
porting a study to merge the Union
County Sheriff’s Department with
the Union County Police, the bor-
ough council agreed to talk to the
Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholder about the matter.

The gas main replacement project
by the gas utility company has been
cancelled, Borough Engineer Peter
Bodnar said.

The water company is planning
to replace water mains on Madison
and Portland Avenues, North Av-
enue and Pleasant Avenue, Mr.
Bodnar said.

Union County plans to repave La
Grande Avenue between Laurel
Place and South Avenue, Mayor
Mahr said. She said she would like
to see this happen during the day as
to not disturb residents in the
evening hours. Also, she said she
would like parking spots included
on La Grande Avenue between
Martine and Second Avenues.

Resident Michael Lewis asked to
have a pedestrian crossing sign
added at La Grande and Second
Avenues.

In response to the borough po-
tentially developing the train sta-
tion parking lot, Mr. Lewis said if
the lot is developed the streetscape
would be one continuous line of
buildings for four or five blocks on
South Avenue. Mr. Lewis compared
it to Cranford’s development on
South Avenue. “The development
of Cranford is big, ugly and oppres-
sive,” said Mr. Lewis.

This Sunday, December 7, at 3
p.m., at the north-side train station,
Fanwood will begin its annual holi-
day celebration. The Christmas Tree
lighting ceremony will take place
at 5 p.m., with singing. Santa will
make an appearance, too.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader
COMMUNITY POLICING…Cranford Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato and Com-
missioner Mary O’Connor (at podium) were amongst the citizens who graduated
from the Citizens Police Academy. At the Academy, students received interactive
classroom lectures and hands-on demonstrations encompassing many aspects of
law enforcement, including computer crimes, narcotic enforcement, traffic stops,
and juvenile laws. The Citizen Police Academy is part of the ongoing effort by the
Cranford Police Department to work together with the community and to
develop lasting relationships with the citizens of Cranford, according to a press
release.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
CHRISTMAS TUNES …The Westfield Community Band performs Sunday
night at the Westfield Christmas Tree lighting event.

Fanwood Police to Crack
Down on Drunk Drivers

FANWOOD — Law enforcement
officials from Fanwood will be
cracking down on drunk drivers as
part of the annual holiday season
“Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over”
statewide campaign. Beginning De-
cember 5, 2014 and continuing
through January 2, 2015, local and
state law enforcement officials will
conduct saturation patrols and so-
briety checkpoints looking for mo-
torists who may be driving while
intoxicated.

The national “Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over” effort endeavors to raise
awareness about the dangers of drink-
ing and driving through a combina-
tion of high-visibility enforcement
and public education. “This is a criti-
cal law enforcement program that
can save lives during a time of the
year when impaired driving tradi-
tionally increases by nearly 10 per-
cent,” said Fanwood Police Chief
Richard Trigo. “This initiative brings
attention to the serious consequences
of drunk driving and the grave dan-
ger those who choose to drink and
drive pose to all who share the road
with them.”

Last year, 22 percent of all motor

vehicle fatalities in New Jersey were
alcohol-related. Nationally, more than
10,000 people die each year in drunk
driving crashes. The societal cost as-
sociated with drunk driving crashes
is estimated to be $37 billion annu-
ally.

Law enforcement agencies partici-
pating in the Drive Sober or Get Pulled
Over 2014 Year End Holiday crack-
down offer the following advice for
the holiday season:

Take mass transit, a taxicab, or ask
a sober friend to drive you home.

Spend the night where the activity
or party is held.

If you see an impaired driver on the
road, contact law enforcement. Your
actions may save someone’s life, and
inaction could cost a life.

Always buckle-up, every ride. It’s
your best defense against an impaired
driver.

If you are intoxicated and traveling
on foot, the safest way to get home is
to take a cab or have a sober friend or
family member drive or escort you to
your doorstep.

Be responsible. If someone you
know is drinking, do not let that per-
son get behind the wheel.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
LOOK AT ME… This youngster and her mom attend Westfield’s Christmas
Tree lighting on Sunday night.

Council OKs Terms For
New SP Police Contract

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday approved
a memorandum of understanding
with the local police union on a new
five-year contract that Township
Manager Jerry Giaimis said was
achieved due to compromises by
both management and labor.

The terms of the new pact — which
will run from January 1, 2015
through December 2019 — was met
with words of support by members
of the council at its conference meet-
ing this week, although Mayor Kevin
Glover sought to have the vote de-
layed for two weeks. He called it
“regrettable” that the township’s la-
bor attorney was not present on Tues-
day to discuss details of the contract
and he also criticized Mr. Giaimis
for what the mayor termed was the
manager’s “eleventh hour” submis-
sion of the contract to the council.
The mayor abstained from the oth-
erwise unanimous vote to approve
the memorandum, the language of
which now be incorporated into a
formal contract.

Mr. Giaimis touched on several
items of interest in the new con-
tract, including a reduction in the
percentage that officers will con-
tribute to their health insurance plan
from the present range of 32 to 35
percent down to 20 percent. The
new contract calls for no salary in-
crease in the first year, a 1-percent
rise in 2016, 1.5 percent in 2017
and 2018 and 2 percent in 2019.
And the contract calls for the elimi-
nation of so-called longevity pay
for all new officers hired after the
start of next year. This will mean
the end of bonuses that are based on
a percentage of annual salary and
normally paid after the fifth year of
employment.

“By and large, it’s a pretty fair
contract,” commented Councilman
Llewellyn Jones. He was echoed by
Councilman William Vastine, who
said the council has a “fiduciary
obligation to the taxpayers but we
also need a police force out there
that’s happy” with its contract. Mr.
Giaimis told the governing body
that “both sides gave a little” dur-
ing what he described as “satisfac-
tory discussions” leading to the new
contract. Councilwoman Colleen

Gialanella said she hoped the
council’s approval of the new con-
tract “reflects the good faith we
have in our police department.”

In other business, at its
penultimate meeting of the year,
the council, in a closed executive
session, approved a resolution by a
3-to-2 party-line vote concerning
the employment status of Mr.
Giaimis, who will leave his posi-
tion at the end of the month — less
than 18 months after he was hired.
The Westfield Leader received word
of this development as the paper
was going to press on Wednesday
and will have a full report in next
week’s edition.

The council also approved sev-
eral contracts for the rental of equip-
ment related to snow plowing and
removal services, but not before
some questions were raised about
the local government’s procedures
for awarding certain contracts. Mr.
Giaimis told the council that in some
prior years, some contracts ex-
ceeded the bid threshold — the
$17,500 level beyond which con-
tracts cannot be awarded by the
township manager but must be put
out for public bidding — but never
were publicly bid upon.

That raised concerns from Coun-
cilwoman Gialanella, who used the
term “illegality” in describing the
situation. She urged Mr. Giaimis to
inform the appropriate oversight of-
ficials in Trenton and to contact the
township auditors as well to “make
sure it doesn’t happen in the fu-
ture.” Councilman Vastine said that
last year there were instances when
larger bids in excess of the $17,500
threshold were “broken up” into
separate and smaller bids so as not
to exceed the threshold. While it
may not have been illegal, Mr.
Vastine admitted that those matters
could have been handled better.

The council also introduced an
ordinance renewing a 15-year con-
tract with Comcast that will include
a $75,000 grant to Scotch Plains
Television to be used to purchase
some needed equipment and the
addition, over the course of the con-
tract, of two new local access chan-
nels. The formal vote and public
hearing will be held at the council’s
final scheduled meeting of the year
on Tuesday, December 16.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
COUNTING DOWN… Mayor Andy Skibitsky and Santa count down for the
lighting of the Westfield Christmas tree.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FAMILY NIGHT OUT… This young  family enjoys the festivities at Westfield’s
Christmas Tree lighting on Sunday night. See it all in Color!
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