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St. Joe Bounces St. John Paul II in Playoffs
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Deegan Roofers Hold Off Linwood Inn, 11-7
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

After Deegan second baseman Joe
DiFabio made a diving stop of a hard
grounder in the fifth to prevent fur-
ther base advancement, first baseman
Joe Massimino corralled a stubborn
hopper and converted it to a force out
at second, which led to a scoreless
inning for the Innkeepers.

In the sixth, DiFabio chased down
a popper in shallow right field then
third baseman Don Fischer dove to
his left to smother a grounder and
tossed to first for the second out.
Fischer then snagged a low liner, and
even though he caught it on a fly,
threw to first to insure the third out.

In the seventh, shortstop Nick
Russo surrounded a bad hopper and
threw to first for the first out. After
Linwood tapped three straight singles
to load the bases, John Garced ran
down a pop fly in right then Pence
snagged a sharp grounder and
shuffled the ball to first to end the
game.

Linwood’s defense also managed
to keep the Roofers from running
away with the game. Centerfielder
Steve Lerner turned a double play
after catching a fly ball then by
gunning down a runner, who tagged
up and attempted to make it to sec-
ond. Second baseman Joey Adase,
who made several fine plays, pulled
off a diving grab and threw first to
first baseman Mac Kowaleski, who
in turn made a slick scoop for the
out. In the seventh, leftfielder Brian
Schaefer caught up with a difficult
liner on the foul side of the leftfield
line.

Interestingly, all hits in the game
were limited to singles. Massimino
was a major contributor to Deegan’s
attack with three hits, three RBI and
a run scored. Marty Marks rapped
three singles, scored three times and
added an RBI. Garced went 3-for-3
with an RBI and scored twice. Pence
(2 runs scored) and Marty Bernstein
each tapped two singles. Farlan Alusik
went 2-for-2 with three RBI and a run
scored.

Kowaleski (RBI, run scored)
singled in all four of his at-bats for
Linwood. Jim Sydlo and Schaefer
each poked two singles, scored once
and had an RBI. Adase singled twice,
while Lerner and Tom Siano each
singled, scored once and had an RBI.
Mike DiRienzo (RBI) and Joe Menza
(run scored) each singled. Joe Sirica
scored once.

The Roofers took a 4-0 lead in the
bottom of the first on RBI singles
from Alusik, Garced and Rich
McMahon, and an RBI sac fly from
Russo. The stunner came in the sec-
ond inning when Linwood marched
seven players over the plate on six
hits, an RBI walk and a perplexing
“safe” call from the umpire. Deegan
leftfielder Tom Baldowski prevented

more runs with his superb sliding
catch of Ron Martin’s fly ball.

Pat Nigro led off the Deegan sec-
ond with a free pass. Pence and Marks
followed with singles and Massimino
mashed a two-run single into center.
Alusik lined an RBI single to center
to knot the score and, as Massimino
attempted to take third, Lerner gunned
him down for the out.

Garced singled and scored on
Baldowski’s anemic infield single
halfway to third base in the third
inning. Deegan then added the final
three runs in the fourth to take the 11-
7 lead. Steve Peterpaul poked a lead-
off single over second. Pence punched
a single past short, Marks and
Massimino ripped back-to-back RBI
singles and Alusik lofted an RBI sac
fly to left.
Linwood Inn 070 000 0 7
Deegan Roofing 431 300 x 11

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 4
The 17th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the September
4 issue of The Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COMPLETING THE DOUBLE PLAY...Deegan Roofing first baseman Keith Gibbons holds his glove up high after
completing a double play in the third inning against Linwood Inn at Jerseyland Field in Scotch Plains.

first inning, but veteran pitcher Frank
Chupko received some unbelievable
fielding, especially from his infield
that turned three double plays, to blank
the former top-seeders the remainder
of the way.

St. John Paul II did out-hit St. Jo-
seph, 11-9, but trailed 3-1 in extra
base hits. Joe boy Lou Blau whacked
a triple and a key two-run double,
while scoring once. Gene Booth
doubled and tapped a key RBI single,
while scoring once. Kevin Spellman
singled, walked and scored twice,
and Chupko singled in both of his at-
bats and scored what turned out to be
the winning run. Jason Krauss and
Don Rinaldo both singled, while Nash
Warfield and Jerry Russo each con-
tributed an RBI.

Billy Aumenta led John Paul II
with three singles, an RBI and a run
scored in three at-bats. Rich Reich
doubled, singled and scored once.
Pitcher Chris Giordano singled twice.
Ed Villaverde (walk), Bob Camisa,
Joe McEvoy and Joe Urso each
rapped a single.

St. John Paul II actually turned
the first double play of the game
when Giordano grabbed Warfield’s
grounder, tossed to second baseman
Camisa, who fired to Marc Ragan
at first to retire the Joe boys in the
top of the first inning. John Paul
then took a 2-0 lead when Reich
ripped a leadoff double, Aumenta
slashed an RBI single to right and
Ben Lobrace lofted an RBI sacri-
fice fly to right-center.

St. Joe escaped a bases-loaded
situation in the second when sec-
ond baseman Lou Balestriere
fielded a grounder and whipped the
ball to shortstop Spellman for the
third out.

As St. Joe strolled in to bat in the
third, Balestriere shouted, “We gave
them some breaks and we held them
to nothing. That’s a good sign.”

Maybe so, but John Paul short-
stop Walt Patrylo made a fine field-
ing play to keep St. Joe silent offen-
sively in the third. However, St. Joe
dodged another bullet in the bottom
of the inning when Skillman initi-
ated a first (Booth)-to-home (Bruce
Logan) double play then Chupko
used his amazingly sharp reflexes
to intercept LoBrace’s liner.

Giordano demonstrated his defen-
sive prowess on the mound in the
fourth with a quick knockdown of
Tom Grycan’s hopper, followed by
his throw to first for the putout. Reich
made the third out when he chased
down Booth’s long fly ball in
leftfield.

As St. John Paul trotted in to bat
and Bob Camisa stepped to the plate,
LoBrace pleaded, “Here we go Bob!
It starts with you.”

But back came the Joe boys with
another Spellman induced double
play then Balestriere dove to his right,
smothered a grounder and flicked to
first for the third out.

Well! Now it was John Paul’s turn
to sparkle defensively in the fifth
when Villaverde ran down a liner in
right-center then Reich made the play
of the game with a running, diving,
rolling snag of Tom Swales drive to
left, but not before St. Joseph tied
the game with a pair of runs.
Spellman scored on Warfield’s

grounder to second, Blau tripled to
the fence in left and Russo added his
RBI sacrifice fly.

The Skillman-to-Balestriere-to-
Booth combination worked again in
the sixth then Grycan, playing third,
took a bouncer in the chest but fired to
first for the third out.

Down to their last at-bat, the Joe’s
perked up. Chupko rapped a leadoff
single over third and alertly scooted
to second when the ball was mis-
handled. After two Joes made outs,
Booth plunked an RBI single into
left, Spellman singled, Warfield
walked and Blau battered his two-run
double to left.

The first John Paul batter grounded
out to short then Frank Apicella looped
a fly down the foul side of the leftfield
line, but Russo hauled it in. McEvoy
hit a wicked one-hopper to Swales at
third, but he made the grab and tossed
to first for the final out.
St. Joseph 000 020 3 5
St. John Paul II 200 000 0 2
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Goods & Services You Need

  BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Andy's Seal Coating
Commercial & Residential

Why Pave Your Driveway
When We Can Save It?
We use an asphalt base sealer that is

sprayed on with a high pressure machine.

Free Estimates   •  All Work Guaranteed

201-561-5859

AJ Jersey 10, Rosie’s Wine Bar 9
Trailing 9-3, AJ Jersey responded

and won the game in the home half of
the eighth inning. Mark Marotta led
the Jersey Boys, going 5-for-5 day,
including two home runs and three
RBI. Leo White rapped five hits, with
two RBI, while Pat Keenoy had four
hits and two RBI. Mike Rosenberg
had three hits and two RBI, and Jor-
dan Scher had three hits, including a
triple. Shortstop Dave Ciarrocca made
several great plays and Howard Greco
had a clutch catch at the plate to nail
the runner attempting to score. For
Rosie’s, Steve Falco had three hits,
Pete Osborn, Rich Conklin and Joe
Hrubash had two hits apiece. Paul
Newton and Bill Moore each had two
RBI.

AJ took the series 2 games to 0.
Top Line Appliance 15, Contact
Lens & Vision 14

Top Line plated five runs in the
sixth to lead by six, but CLV scored
seven in the top of the seventh. But
Top Liner Whitey McCormack
cracked a two-run single in the bot-
tom of the inning for the win. For the
victors, who banged out 25 hits, win-
ning pitcher Bob Greco had four hits,
while Greg Hartnett and Duck Ball
each had three. Joe Cittadino, Tom
DeRocco and Rory Caldwell also had
big hits. Solo Meola, Pete Byer and
Slope Rzewuski (3 hits each), Brian
Latham and Bob Beiner (2 clutch hits
apiece) led the Lensmen.

Series tied at 1-1
Contact Lens & Vision 16, Top Line
Appliance 15

Lensman Kerry Gelb went 4-for-4
with two long homers and a triple,
while Bob Beiner (3-for-3, triple) and
Anthony Miccio and Brian Latham
(each homered). The Ron Kulik, Duck
Ball and Whitey McCormack (each
with 3 hits), Joe Cittadino, Greg
Hartnett and Joe Viso (2 hits each) led
Top Line. Don Montefusco dislocated
his shoulder in first inning but is
doing fine.

Contact Lens & Vision won the
series 2-1.
Linwood Inn 7, Liberty Lighting 3

Mike DiRienzo (3-for-3), and Jack
Helfrich, Steve Lerner and Jim Sydlo
(2 hits each) led Linwood. The Bar-
men led 4-3 in the bottom of the sixth
then Mac Kowaleski knocked a two-
run single to increase the lead. Denis
Vuono (3 hits) and Don Miller, Dan
Nigro and Dave McFall (2 hits apiece)
led LLG.

Linwood won the series 2-0.
Linda’s Driftwood Bar II 8, DeBellis
Associates 7

After the victors jumped out to a 5
run lead, DeBellis charged back only
to have the game end with a great
Willie Schumate throw from right
center forcing the runner at second

base.
Linda’s won the series 2-0.

Cranford VFW 13, AJ Jersey 2
Billy Hinkle and Bob Ghiretti (3-

for-3, 2 runs, RBI each), and Frank
Verducci, Mark McGlynn and Phil
McGovern (all 2-for-3) led the VFW.

VFW leads semifinal series 1-0.
Awnings Galore 6, Linda’s Drift-
wood Bar II 3

Awnings hitters were led by Frank
D’Antico, Randy Tarnofsky and Neil
Granstrand each 3-for-3 with one RBI.
Pat LoPiccolo pitched well for the
Barmen.

Awnings leads series 1-0.
Cranford VFW 16, AJ Jersey 10

The VFW came from behind in the
late innings to tie the score at the end
of regulation then scored six in the
eighth. For the VFW, Carl Gamba (3
RBI), Pat Ahern (2 RBI) and Bob
Ghiretti were all 4-for-5. Also for
Cranford, Phil McGovern was 3-for-
4 and Frank Verducci went 2-for-4 (4
RBI). For AJ, Paul Scheuermann had
four hits and David Rizzo had three
hits.

Cranford VFW won series 2-0.
Deegan Roofing 11, Linwood Inn 7

Deegan survived a seven-run sec-
ond inning by Linwood. Roofers Joe
Massimino, John Garced and Marty
Marks all contributed three hits.
Pitcher Gary Pence hurled six shut-
out innings in the victory. Mac
Kowaleski (4-for-4), Mike DiRienzo,
Joseph Adase and Brian Schaefer (2
hits each) led Linwood.

Deegan Roofing leads series 1-0.
Linda’s Driftwood Bar II 6, Aw-
nings Galore 5

Winning pitcher Pat LoPiccolo not
only pitched a great game, he fielded
his position well and contributed two
hits. Mike Kovach (3-for-3, 2 RBI)
and Dave Kirsch (3-for-3) led Aw-
nings.

The semifinal series is tied 1-1.

Probitas Verus Honos

Reading is Good For You
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

NAILED AT SECOND...Deegan Roofer Tom Baldowski, No. 27, gets tagged out
by Linwood Inn second baseman Joey Adase in the third inning on August 21.

Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Playoffs:

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CHUGGING DOWN TO FIRST...St. John Paul II player Frank Apicella heads to
first but St. Joseph first baseman Don Rinaldo gets the throw first on August 25.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GOING OPPOSITE FIELD...Linwood Inn batter Joe Sirica tries to slice the ball
down the third baseline in the gtame against Deegan Roofing as Roofers Joe
DiFabio and Joe Massimino look on from behind the screen on August 21.


