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Westfield Schools Open Sept. 3
For 6,256 Kids, 54 New Staff

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — School adminis-
trators and staff will greet 6,256 stu-
dents, from pre-K to high-school se-
niors, when schools open this Wednes-
day, September 3, an increase of 50
over last year. Fifty-four new teachers
have been hired for the new school
year.

“Our projections are that it (enroll-
ment) will remain steady (in the years
ahead),” Superintendent of Schools
Margaret Dolan said during an inter-
view last Wednesday with The Westfield
Leader.

With the exception of paraprofes-

sionals, which is in negotiations with
the board of education, all of the
district’s employee union contracts are
in place. The Westfield Education As-
sociation (WEA) is under a new three-
year agreement ratified in June where
WEA members will receive 2-percent
increases in each of the years in the
contract. The union represents some

570 teachers, nurses, librarians, guid-
ance counselors, social workers, school
psychologists and educational special-
ists.

Teachers will report on Tuesday,
September 2. The district held its New
Staff Institute this week.

Returning this year after a year of

Westfield Road Paving Projects
To Get Under Way This Week

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Road paving
projects in town will go into high gear
this week and continue through the
next few months, town officials told
The Westfield Leader last week.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea said
the town is spending $1.5 million on
municipal road resurfacing projects in
addition to work to be completed by the
county. Of the total amount appropri-
ated for municipal paving, he said
$375,000 is being funded through the
state Department of Transportation’s
Transportation Trust Fund.

“Starting [this] week and through
September and probably early October
we’re going to have a lot of work going
on in town and not just the town’s work,
which is most of the roads we’re doing.
We (also) have state aid jobs that we
have partnered with the state that we’re
going to be doing. We (also have) re-
quested that the county do some work,”
he said.

“We just ask for [residents] patience
as our outside contractors come through
and our police department makes sure
things are safe as the work gets done,”
Mr. Gildea added.

Work was to begin this week on

Rahway Avenue from West Broad Street
to West Grove Street and on Westfield
Avenue from South Avenue to Park
Street. Both are state-funded projects,
Mr. Gildea said.

Other roads to be paved include:
Cowperthwaite Place from Prospect
Street to Elm Street, Crossway Place
from North Avenue to South Avenue,
Dorian Road from Hyslip Avenue to
Lamberts Mill Road, Elm Street from
Walnut Street to Parking Lot 4, Kimball
Avenue from North Chestnut Street to
Baker Avenue, the entire length of
Kimball Circle, Lawrence Avenue from
the town border to Roanoke Road,
Lenox Avenue from Central Avenue to
Elmer Street and from Stanley Avenue
to South Chestnut Street, South Chest-
nut Street from the town border to
Hillcrest Avenue, South Euclid Avenue
from Lenox Avenue to North Avenue,
St. Marks Avenue from Stanley Av-
enue to South Chestnut Street, Tremont
Avenue from Stanley Avenue to South
Chestnut Street, West Dudley Avenue
from Tuttle Parkway to Clark Street
and Woodland Avenue from Kimball
Avenue to East Broad Street.

“A lot of the roads we’ve chosen are
ones that needed to be done or had
some issues with them from the win-
ter,” he said.

The town will be opening bids on
Tuesday, September 2 for the paving of
Seneca Place from Embree Crescent to
Coleman Place. The town council will
than vote to award the contract at its
next meeting also on September 2. The
town is also going to going out to bid
next year to pave St. Marks Avenue
from Benson Place to South Chestnut
Street and Boynton Avenue from Pearl
Street to the dead end.

The county was scheduled this week
to begin resurfacing South Avenue from
the Westfield Traffic Circle to the
Garwood line this week as well as East
Broad Street from Elmer Street to South
Chestnut Street. The county recently
completed paving under the underpass

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
JAZZY NIGHT...The Jazz Lobsters perform Tuesday before a large crowd on Central Avenue in Westfield, enhancing a
summer evening with music. The performance was part of the Sweet Sounds Downtown  Jazz Festival.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader
PURDIE GOOD…The Bernard Purdie All-Stars played before a large crowd on
August 14 at Oak Ridge Park in Clark as part of the Summer Arts Festival.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
FUN FOR ALL…Streets were lined with crafters, novelty items, goods and
services, food stands, and local organizations, as well as a kids area and vintage
cars during the Cranford Street Fair held Sunday in the downtown.
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Anna Judd’s Run Across
U.S. for Vets Reaches SP, WF

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — When Anna
Judd laced up her sneakers on March
22, it wasn’t for a mere jog around the
block. The 29-year-old began running
across the country from Venice Beach,
Calif., to New York City raising aware-
ness for the needs of America’s mili-
tary veterans. Last week, she ran through
the local area, including Scotch Plains
and Westfield.

Accompanying her for this part of
the route were local runners from the
Central New Jersey chapter of Team
Red, White and Blue (Team RWB),
including research director and com-
munity captain, Caroline Angel of
Westfield.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
spoke with Ms. Judd and Ms. Angel
last Wednesday as they arrived at the
Scotchwood Diner after running into
the area from Dunellen.

Ms. Angel explained that Team RWB
partnered with Ms. Judd because they
champion the same cause.

“Our mission is to connect veterans
to their communities through physical
and social activities,” Ms. Angel said.

The organization is comprised of
approximately 50,000 members di-
vided into 90 chapters. Many members
joined Ms. Judd for various parts of her
journey around the country.

Ms. Judd said she began contemplat-
ing the run a few years ago as a way to
challenge herself and have a “transfor-
mational experience” while also be-
coming a “catalyst for change.”

“Instead of looking inward, I wanted
to look outward and help others,” she
said.

She began volunteering at VA hospi-
tals last year and connected with the
veterans immediately. “I also see veter-
ans as teachers with the mental tough-

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader
CROSS COUNTRY RUN...Local members from Team RWB ran alongside Anna
Judd during the last few miles of her nation-wide run which began in California
in March and ended in New York City on Saturday. They are pictured here after
arriving in the parking lot of the Scotchwood Diner in Scotch Plains on August
20. Pictured, from left to right, are: Misty DiGangi of Colonia, Caroline Angel of
Westfield, John Mazzei of Long Island, Jack Robertson of Budd Lake, Anna
Judd, Robot, Craig Williams of Mountainside, Chris McGee of Califon and Todd
Adrian of Bloomfield.
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Westfield BOE Reports
Goals; Set For School Year

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The board of educa-
tion met on Tuesday evening in antici-
pation of the new school year, which
begins this Wednesday, September 3.

The meeting began with two presen-
tations; one on board goals and the
other a district self-assessment on ha-
rassment, intimidation and bullying
(HIB), which is required by the state
Department of Education.

Board Vice-President Rosanne
Kurstedt presented the board goals for
the 2014-2015 school year. Goal 1,
said Ms. Kurstedt, is to elevate board
work to be more strategic and forward
thinking.

“Our committees will have work-
shops keeping in mind long-term goals,”
she said. She further said goal two is to
clarify governance structures, roles and
responsibilities of the board and indi-
vidual boardsmanship. “The board
wants to work as an entire unit. We will
have an outside consultant to help us
become more productive and efficient.
This will be helpful to new members,”
Mrs. Kurstedt stated.

Ms. Dolan outlined the district goals
for this school year. Goal 1 is to develop
and make recommendations to address
long-term financial needs and poten-
tial areas to increase revenue. “Ways to
do that is review the cost of education
index to determine where opportuni-
ties for efficiencies exist, using state
averages as an index,” Superintendent
Dolan stated. She said by strengthen-
ing the partnership with the [Education
Fund of Westfield] to allocate grants
for targeted district programs. Included
in Goal 1 is to review board policies,
and consider possible changes to in-
crease revenue, e.g. building rental
policy and advertising policy.

“District Goal 2 is too insure the

community relations program promotes
the work of our district and makes it,
more responsive to community needs,”
Ms. Dolan continued. The district will
review the community relations pro-
gram in October, she said. She also
reported the district will utilize the
district’s website to communicate via
social media and to provide commu-
nity access to examples of work in our
schools.

 She said the district will redesign the
parent portal to allow parents to pro-
vide required approvals electronically
and to update data relevant to their
children. She also said the district will
develop a system to allow additional
community input into the board’s policy
making and the district will conduct a
community survey to form the basis for
the five-year strategic plan.

District Goal 3, said Ms. Dolan, is to
analyze data from the 2013-2014
teacher and administrator evaluation
system and develop professional de-
velopment to address the areas in need
of improvement.

The next presentation by Ms. Dolan
was on the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights
Act, self assessment based on July 2013-
July 2014. The eight core elements of
the program are HIB programs and
initiatives, training on the policy, other
staff instruction and training programs,
curriculum and instructions on HIB
and related information and skills, HIB
personnel, school-level HIB incident
reporting procedure and HIB report-
ing.

“We want students to be part of the
solution,” Ms. Dolan said. She said the
assessment shows that the district is
exceeding state expectations.

The district’s anti-bullying coordi-
nator is Joseph Malanga. Other school
anti-bullying specialists are: Westfield

GW Council Discusses
Flood Prevention, AFC

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Cranford is work-
ing with a new engineering firm to
explore widening the Orchard Brook,
Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocchi told
the borough council on Tuesday, but
Borough Engineer Don Guarriello
said he thought any plans probably
would need new approval from the
state.

Mrs. Quattrocchi’s statement, fol-
lowing a meeting with Cranford
Mayor Andis Kalnins, also revealed
that flooding in the township from
storms such as Sandy and Irene in
recent years has accelerated efforts to
obtain easements from property own-
ers along the waterway.

The issue has been of particular

interest recently to Garwood resi-
dents, especially on the south side of
the borough who saw water approach
their homes on Spruce Street twice
during thunderstorms this past sum-
mer.

At the July 22 council meeting,
several residents blamed the nearby
Athletic Field Complex, but Mr.
Guarriello pointed to an unrealized
plan that is more than a decade old to
widen the Orchard Brook, which is a
continuation of the Garwood Brook
after it passes under North Avenue.

The plan was never implemented,
Mr. Guarriello said a month ago, be-
cause Cranford was unable to obtain
the easements from its residents and
decided not to pursue eminent do-

Have a Safe and Happy Labor Day — Monday, September 1


