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State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Letters to
the Editor

Be Wary of Telephone Scammers
Pretending To Be From the IRS

Nice Letter But Councilman Vastine
Was Epitome of Hypocrisy

Still No Comment
From Bramnick

In May, Assembly Minority Leader
Jon Bramnick expressed righteous
indignation at the expense of the
Wisniewski-Weinberg committee in-
vestigating the Bridgegate incident.
Leader Bramnick did not, however,
express any opinion about the ex-
pense being incurred (estimated at
that time to be about one million
dollars) by the law firm hired by
Governor Christie to similarly inves-
tigate the issue.

Remarkably, the Governor’s law-
yers cleared him of any wrongdoing!
Imagine that! The Star-Ledger re-
cently reported that the Governor’s
lawyers have billed the state $6.5
million and counting for this white-
wash, and still no comment from
Leader Bramnick on this profligate
waste of taxpayer money.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Schoeman’s Letter on Watergate Was
A Doozy, Blaming the Messenger

Recently I received a recorded mes-
sage from someone identifying her-
self as Ms. Smith from the Internal
Revenue Service. The message, she
says, is extremely time sensitive and
that either I, or my attorney of record,
should call her back before they ini-
tiate action against me.

This is a scam, as you have prob-
ably surmised. The calls originate
from (202) 586 8465 and you are
requested to call that number.

A SCAM box on the official IRS
website will lead you to an article
from The Chicago Tribune with de-
tails of how the scam works and why
the scammers are so difficult to cap-
ture. The IRS, the Trib advises, does

not try to collect delinquent taxes by
phone. Westfield Police are familiar
with the scam and simply advise that
you can call your phone carrier and
have the number blocked.

If your curiosity gets the better of
you, as it did me, and you call the
number, you will be treated to some
abusive verbal strong arming, and, if
you show the least bit of skepticism,
to a string of invectives rife with
vulgarities. You might want to pass
this along. They don’t perpetuate this
scam for no reason: they’ve collected
hundreds of thousands of dollars from
the unwary.

Betty Larosa
Westfield

I read a nice letter to the editor in
last week’s issue detailing the plight
of African-Americans and the rise of
the Shady Rest as a triumph over
adversity. Unfortunately, coming
from Councilman Vastine, the letter
is the epitome of hypocrisy. Prior to
the last council meeting, Mr. Vastine
had on multiple occasions voted
against funding the Shady Rest resto-
ration. Quoting from the official min-
utes of the August 20. 2013 Town
Council meeting, “Council member
Vastine agreed that a roof renovation

should be held off and suggested
waiting until 2017 when township
debt will be freed up.”

The truth is, Mr, Vastine has been
the single biggest impediment to get-
ting started preserving and restoring
the Shady Rest. Cleary, Mr. Vastine’s
vote last week represents nothing
more than an election year conver-
sion and his letter is a blatant attempt
to take credit for an effort he has
missed no opportunity to delay.

Chris Thompson
Scotch Plains

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Goladar – In East India, one who has

charge of a storehouse
2. Ferdness – The state of being afraid
3. Felo-de-se – Suicide
4. Culverin – A musket or cannon used

in the Middle Ages

CURASSOW
1. A bird of South and Central America

similar to the turkey
2. A liquor of the West Indies with an

orange flavor
3. A species of sandpiper
4. A soft-shelled river tortoise

CAPILLATURE
1. A narrow passageway or crawl space

in a cave
2. The striking part of a flail
3. The act of dressing the hair
4. Skylight that admits or deflects light

FLAGITIOUS
1. Biting; very tart
2. Shameful; corrupt
3. Unfaithful; perfidious
4. Strong; powerful

FIANTS
1. Straw
2. Poise; dignity
3. Fat; blubber
4. The dung of a fox, wolf or badger

Wow. Stephen Schoeman’s letter
to the editor in the August 14th edi-
tion of The Leader certainly was a
doozy. No, I don’t mean his letter
objecting to the nationwide crack-
down on sugary bake-sale treats.
That was perfectly reasonable. I’m
referring instead to Mr. Schoeman’s
other letter, the one in which he
seeks a reassessment of Richard
Nixon’s role in the Watergate scan-
dal some 40 years after the fact us-
ing only rhetorical questions as am-
munition. But what rhetorical ques-
tions they are! First, he asks whether
Nixon’s conduct was “really differ-
ent from that of other Presidents.”
Eh, yes, actually. Nixon obstructed
justice by actively participating in a
coverup of malfeasance relating to
ongoing congressional and criminal
investigations, most famously by at-
tempting to have the CIA block the
FBI’s investigation of the break-in
of the offices of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee. (Early on, it was
discovered that the bungling bur-
glars were associated with Nixon’s
re-election campaign.) No other
President before or since has been
found to have done something quite
like that. But even if Schoeman’s
premise that everybody does it were
correct, that of course would neither
legally nor morally excuse Nixon’s
conduct. As we all tell our kids, two
wrongs don’t make a right.

Next, Schoeman resorts to the tried-
and-true strategy of blaming the mes-
senger – in this case, the ever-popular
tactic of bashing the press. Never
mind Woodward and Bernstein’s jour-
nalistic accolades for intrepidly fol-
lowing the story of a third-rate bur-
glary until it reached the Oval Office,
basically a textbook example of a
story in the public interest. No, in-
stead Schoeman blames “a media
and public mania” that caused Nixon
to resign and suggests that
unarticulated but nefarious “motives
other than good journalism” drove
the story. I wish I could respond more
fully to this point, but since it is
presented as vague innuendo, it is
impossible to do so.

Schoeman then asks philosophi-
cally, not to mention broadly,
whether conduct might better “be
measured by compassion rather than
by judgment.” Surely this proves too
much. By Schoeman’s logic, nobody
should ever be judged, shamed,
kicked out of their jobs, or even

prosecuted. That can’t actually be
what he means. Given his egregious
breach of the public trust, Nixon
would appear to be particularly un-
worthy of situational compassion
from citizens in any event. (Newly
released Nixon tapes recorded in the
White House also reinforce the im-
pression that Nixon himself would
never have extended such compas-
sion to others.)

Finally, Schoeman suggests that
Nixon was unfairly singled out, per-
secuted and subjected to a double
standard. “Can any President, indeed
anyone, survive the vast and inexora-
bly probing attention of the media
and the public’s insatiable curios-
ity?” The suggestion here seems to
be that everyone else – Presidents
and private citizens alike – does it.
But the “it,” which Schoeman conve-
niently never identifies, is the coverup
of crimes and attempted obstruction
of justice. Incredibly, despite the fact
that the misconduct of Watergate was
unique and not at all applicable to the
average citizen’s private life,
Schoeman doubles down on his point,
asking “[w]hat is it of our Presidents
that we do not demand of ourselves?”
And then, with overblown flourish,
comes Schoeman’s closer: “Is the
fault of political failure that of the
political leader or is it of us who
demand more than can humanly be
delivered or done?” There you have
it: Schoeman blames Nixon’s fail-
ures on all “of us,” not Nixon himself,
because we demand not just ethical
and legal behavior but “more than
can humanly be delivered or done.”
To borrow Schoeman’s use of rhe-
torical questions: Really? I thought
the lesson of Watergate was simply
that we should be able to expect our
leaders – especially those at the pin-
nacle of power – to follow the rules.
That certainly seems “humanly pos-
sible.” Of course, I would have en-
joyed reading Schoeman’s arguments
to the contrary, had he actually mar-
shaled arguments instead of content-
ing himself with suggestive ques-
tions.

Allan Tananbaum
Westfield

David Sexton Announces Candidacy
For Westfield Board of Ed.

Evan Malloy Announces Candidacy
For Westfield Board of Ed.

My name is Evan Molloy and I am
running for a seat on the Westfield
Board of Education. Unfortunately, I
was never contacted for the front-
page article which ran in the August
7th edition of The Westfield Leader. I
am happy that you agreed to print a
follow-up story with my bio. Going
forward,

In response to your e-mail, I am
providing my bio:

Evan J. Molloy
647 Radley Road Westfield, N.J.
I live in Westfield with my wife,

Kirsten. My parents, Brian and Chris
Molloy. are also long-time Westfield
residents.

Graduate of Westfield Senior High
School, Class of 2001 (also attended
Wilson Elementary School and
Roosevelt Intermediate School).

Pennsylvania State University, B.S.
Marketing (2005).

Rutgers Law School, J.D. (2008).
I am an attorney with the law firm

of Parker, Ibrahim and Berg, which is
located in Somerset, N.J.

My experience growing up through
the wonderful school system in
Westfield, coupled with my skill set
as a lawyer, make me an ideal candi-
date for the position. In addition,
although I currently do not have any
children, my wife and I plan on grow-
ing our family soon and we would
love to have our children benefit from
the same academic experience that I
had.

If elected, I would work hard in
trying to implement cost-effective
technological upgrades in our
schools, and would focus on improv-
ing the facilities used throughout the
town.

Evan Molloy, Candidate
Westfield Board of Ed.

My name is David Sexton and I’m
running for a seat on the Westfield
Board of Education.

When my wife and I moved here,
we both knew the reputation of ex-
cellence of the Westfield schools. In
our time here, we’ve had the addi-
tional benefit of watching our chil-
dren enter the schools. Each night as
our kids come home with a smile, we
get a chance to see why people who
grew up in Westfield say, “I’m so
glad I went to school here!”

I’ve also had the pleasure of watch-
ing the hard working members of
Westfield Board of Education at their
work in several of their monthly meet-
ings. Having spent some time report-
ing on local school systems in the
past, I was impressed with how much
quiet effort the board members make
every month to ensure that Westfield’s
tradition of education is maintained
and improved.

I hope that I can bring some of my

experience to the Board of Education
to help benefit the schools also.

I am a technology professional with
nearly two decades of experience
building software for financial ser-
vice companies. I also have experi-
ence as a teacher with time teaching
in both a high school and community
college setting. I’m also a writer and
journalist and have written for both
local and regional newspapers. I have
two masters degrees: an MA in En-
glish Literature and an MS in Infor-
mation Systems.

I hope that you will consider my
candidacy for a seat on the Westfield
Board of Education and support me
with your vote. I will do my utmost to
help uphold the excellence of the
Westfield schools and bring my own
experience and education to bear to
help continue and improve on that
tradition.

Dave Sexton, Candidate
Westfield Board of Ed.

Why Does Giaimis
Want to Change How

SP Bills Are Approved?
Last week’s Scotch Plains Council

meeting Township Manager Jerry
Giaimis was again pushing to elimi-
nate a long standing practice for ap-
proving payment of our municipal
bills. Presently the council is required
to give their approval for paying our
township’s bills by voting on and
passing a resolution and authorizing
their payment. For some unknown
reason Mr. Giaimis, along with the
municipal attorney, are looking for a
legal opinion that would eliminate
this valuable check and balance. Mr.
Giaimis, why does the present proce-
dure bother you, why do you think is
it necessary to change? Why are you
spending time and committing tax-
payer money on legal fees on a change
that would weaken the oversight by
our elected officials of our $25-mil-
lion budget?

Since you have not been able to
explain at the council meeting your
motivation, let me suggest that you
find other areas to occupy your time,
such as working to promote a com-
promised capital ordinance between
the members of the council so impor-
tant procurements like a new library
air conditioning system can get un-
derway.

Once again, let me remind you that
yours is to implement council poli-
cies, not make or circumvent them.

Michael Brien
Scotch Plains
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Should Major NJ Pol. Parties
Always Be At Top of Ballots?

Last month Lieutenant Governor Kim Guadagno
ruled that Democrats and Republicans were once
again entitled to columns A and B at the top of
election ballots this November. With that said, all 21
county clerks in New Jersey by law conducted ballot
drawings on August 11th. In Union County, Demo-
crats have been awarded column A and Republicans
column B.

Independent parties — The Democrat-Republi-
can Organization of New Jersey and the Libertarian
Party — have said they intend to sue the state over
the Lieutenant Governor’s ruling.

In a press release issued July 31st by Patrick
McKnight of the Libertarian Party of New Jersey, he
claims Democrats and Republicans fell short of a
state statute requiring the major political parties to
“poll at any Primary Election for a General Election
of at least 10 [percent] of the votes cast in the state
for members of the General Assembly at the next
preceding general election.” He said during the 2013
General Election, 3,726,973 votes for Assembly
were cast. In the following primary, the unofficial
results, he said, showed “that just fewer than 200,000
votes were cast in the Democratic Primary, and only
152,000 votes were case in the Republican primary.”

But Lieutenant Governor Guadagno, who also
serves as Secretary of State, has certified that both
major political parties had received at least 10 per-
cent of the total votes cast in this year’s June Pri-
mary.

A similar legal fight occurred in 1999 when the
state’s Conservative Party challenged the state giv-
ing the major political parties the top of the ballot.
While they won a lower court ruling, an Appellate
Court later ruled that the 10 percent turnout could be
reached not just by Assembly races, but by including
all races up and down the ballot including local
council contests, making it fairly easy for Demo-
crats and Republicans to achieve 10 percent of the
total votes cast.

In our view, the major political parties should not
be given such a huge advantage over Independents
on top of the huge advantage they already have in
campaign financing.

In talking about fundraising, Paul Mulshine of The
Star-Ledger pointed out in a column this week that
Senator Cory Booker (D-N.J.) generated a lot of his
campaign contributions in last year’s special Senate
election from non-profits that receive taxpayers
money from government.

Like Mr. Mulshine, we question why organiza-
tions that receive taxpayer dollars are allowed to
accept these funds only to donate the money to
political candidates of their choosing. With the huge
financial advantage Mr. Booker had over Steve
Lonegan last year and Jeff Bell this November as he
runs for a full six-year term, maybe the election
should just be given to Mr. Booker because of the
money advantage.

Let’s just make sure it is not the taxpayers’ money.

Sen. Kean Is Iced
Senate Republican Leader Tom

Kean (Westfield) was nominated and
completed the ALS ice bucket chal-
lenge, and nominated other legisla-
tive leaders -- Senate President
Stephen Sweeney, Assembly Speaker
Vincent Prieto and Assembly Repub-
lican Leader Jon Bramnick -- to take
the challenge.

VACATION’S GREAT
FOR COMIN’ HOME


