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FW Water Infrastructure
Project Heads to Next Phase
FANWOOD — New Jersey Ameri-

can Water’s (NJAW) project to refur-
bish Fanwood’s water infrastructure
is on track to wrap up its first phase
this October. Work on a second phase,
including more than $13 million in
two major projects, is planned to start
in January.

In a recent meeting with Mayor
Colleen Mahr, Council President Russ
Huegel and other borough officials,
NJAW project manager Mike Bange
said service renewals had been com-
pleted in the south side of the bor-
ough. Pipe cleaning and lining of wa-
ter mains in the area should be done by
the end of October. At that time, ev-
eryone will have been switched over
to the newly refurbished mains and
the above-ground temporary mains
will be removed. Mr. Bange told offi-
cials that lawn restorations in the af-
fected area should be completed by
the end of September.

American Water also plans to re-
store roads in the affected area in-
cluding curb-to-curb repaving of
Helen Street, Marion Avenue,
MacDermott Place, Herbert Avenue,
Belvidere Avenue and Martine Av-
enue. Other streets will be repaired
using a high-tech infrared patching
method. In an area east of Martine
Avenue, including MacLennon Place,
LaGrande Avenue, First Street, Lau-
rel Place, Klaniecki Place and Beech

Avenue, Mr. Bange says American
Water is wrapping up its service re-
newals and will start work on main
pipe cleaning and lining next April.
He expects that project to wrap up in
July 2015.

During the April-July period, those
streets will be served by above-ground
pipes. Looking ahead to 2015, Mr.
Bange said American Water is plan-
ning a $5-million restoration project
in the borough’s northwest quadrant,
similar to the project that is wrapping
up now on the south side. In addition
to the individual location service re-
newals and water main cleaning and
lining, the water company also plans
to replace an existing 24-inch water
main on North Avenue from Terrill
Road to Martine Avenue. The seg-
ment between Sheelan’s Crossing and
Martine Avenue will be done at night
to limit the impact on commuter park-
ing. And they plan to install a new 12-
inch main on Martine Avenue from
Midway Avenue to Route 22 in Scotch
Plains. Finally, an $8-million project
is planned to start in early 2015 to
replace an existing 48-inch water
main on Madison Avenue, from Wil-
low Street to Martine Avenue, and on
Portland Avenue, from Martine Av-
enue to Westfield Road. American
Water plans to complete this project,
which will include curb-to-curb re-
surfacing, by May 2015.

OPEN FOR BUSINESS...Athleta opened its fifth New Jersey location on August
4, in Westfield. Athleta is one of several GAP brands in Downtown Westfield
including Gap, Gap Kids, BabyGap, and Banana Republic. Pictured at the grand
opening, from left to right, are: Tim York, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce (GWACC) board member; Alex Lambros, Brittany Irwin, Kim Toth,
and Stacy Zywiolek, Athleta assistant managers; Maria Fuentes, GWACC board
member; Pam Hendricks, Athleta regional manager; Mayor Andrew Skibitsky;
Harold Star, GWACC board member; Jim Gildea, town administrator; Harriet
Schuman and Barbara Murphy, GWACC board members; Shawn Hanna,
Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) board member, and Sherry Cronin,
DWC executive director.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times
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HAPPY RETIREMENT... Acting Union County Sheriff Joseph Cryan, right,
thanks Undersheriff Vincent Detrolio for his 36 years of dedicated service to the
County of Union and wishes him well on his retirement. Please see story on page1.

County Limits Cooperation
With Feds on Immigration

COUNTY — Union County is join-
ing a growing number of jurisdic-
tions that have chosen to limit coop-
eration between local law enforce-
ment and federal immigration en-
forcement in an effort to protect fami-
lies from deportation and restore the
immigrant community’s trust in lo-
cal police, according to a county press
release.

“Union County is leading the way
forward in New Jersey by refusing to
honor requests from federal immi-
gration enforcement to detain people
who are suspected of being undocu-
mented, unless a proper warrant or
court order has been issued. Our re-
search, which included Third Circuit
Court of Appeals decisions, con-
cluded that it violates the rights of
these people to detain them,” said
Freeholder Vice-Chairman Mohamed
S. Jalloh, who led the county effort to
enact the policy change earlier this
month.

Faith communities, immigrant
rights organizations and the com-
munity at-large have applauded the
Union County Freeholders’ deci-
sion to protect the rights of immi-
grant families residents of Union
County.

“The Union County Freeholders

have acted with good faith and jus-
tice towards the immigrant commu-
nity,” said Pastor Ramon Collazo
from St. Elizabeth’s Lutheran
Church in Elizabeth. “As people of
faith we are grounded in the call to
welcome the stranger (Matthew
25:35) along with the commitment
to justice that advocates for fair and
generous laws.” Pastor Collazo is a
faith leader working with Faith in
New Jersey (formerly PICO NJ), a
statewide network of faith commu-
nities working together to expand
and protect the rights of immigrant
communities.

“We applaud Union County offi-
cials for recognizing the critical im-
portance of fostering trust between
immigrant communities and local law
enforcement,” said Ari Rosmarin,
public policy director of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of
New Jersey. “The county has taken a
bold stance for immigrant communi-
ties and discontinued a practice that
seriously undermined public safety,
posed significant constitutional con-
cerns, and exposed the county to sig-
nificant liability. We hope and expect
other New Jersey counties will fol-
low Union’s lead in adopting similar
policies.”

Law Firm Billed State
$6.5 Mil. For GWB Report

Lawyers at Gibson Dunn and
Crutcher, the law firm hired by Gov-
ernor Chris Christie to look into the
George Washington Bridge lane clos-
ing scandal, has billed New Jersey
taxpayers $6.5 million this year, ac-
cording to a Star-Ledger report.

The firm billed $2.49 million in
March and $771,412 in April and
$3.26 million in January and Febru-
ary.

Lead attorney Randy Mastro re-
leased a report in March that cleared
the governor of any wrongdoing.
Democrats have criticized the Mastro
report as a “whitewash,” saying that
Gibson Dunn lawyers did not inter-
view many of the key players in the
scandal or Port Authority of New
York and New Jersey staff.

“They were very well paid to do a
whitewash of the governor’s office,
which was not worth the paper it was
written on,” Senate Majority Leader
Loretta Weinberg (D-Bergen), co-
chair of the special legislative com-
mittee investigating the lane closures,
told the paper.

Several individual public employ-
ees or former workers are also billing
the state in connection with
Bridgegate subpoenas and legal in-
quiries, including members of Gov.
Christie’s office. The law firm Riker
Danzig, based in Morristown, repre-
senting 17 staffers has billed the state
$272,654, The Ledger reported.

State Democrats have also retained
outside counsel to help run their in-
vestigation. The legislative commit-
tee bills totaled $725,000 through the
end of March.

Report Says N.J. Has Among
Highest Health Plans in U.S.

New Jersey offers one of the most
expensive health benefits plans in the
nation to its state workers, with aver-
age monthly premium costs running
more than one to half times more
than that of the rest of the country,
according to a nj.com report. New
Jersey and its employees pay an aver-
age of $1,334 on monthly insurance
premiums compared to the national
average monthly premium of $963.
New Jersey pays 95 percent of the
premium with employees paying 5
percent. The study found that nation-
ally, states pay 84 percent with work-
ers paying the remaining 16 percent.

According to the nj.com report,
the state pension system is facing
nearly $40 billion in unfunded li-
abilities, while the health benefits
program has a $47-billion deficit.

If the state doesn’t make changes
to public workers’ health care plans,
New Jersey will be taxed “a fine” for
its so-called “Cadillac plan” begin-
ning in Fiscal Year 2018, Gov. Christie
said, referring to changes under the
Affordable Care Act (AFC).

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) said in
a statement, “New Jerseyans feel the
pain of high property taxes and the
long-term committees will be able to
review this study and other data cre-
ating a strategic plan for our state.
Trying to solve the problem one law

at a time does not work. The governor
has created a panel to review pen-
sions and we need to follow that lead
by establishing the four committees
proposed recently.”

Hetty Rosenstein, New Jersey di-
rector for the largest state worker
union, Communications Workers of
America, told nj.com. state workers
contribute 19 percent to 35 percent to
their premiums, and not the 5 percent
cited in the study.

Mercer Sheriff Candidate
Opposed to Douple-Dipping

Republican candidate for Mercer
County Sheriff David Jones has op-
posed the double-dipping practice of
collecting a state pension while also
receiving a salary for service in an-
other public office. He said he would
forego his pension if elected sheriff,
according to an opinion piece
authored by former Republican state
senator Bill Schluter.

Mr. Jones’ opponent, incumbent
Democratic Mercer County Sheriff
Jack Kemler, collects an annual pen-
sion from the Police and Firemens’
Retirement System fund of $85,000
in addition to his compensation as
sheriff of $145,000, a total of
$230,000 per year, Mr. Schluter said.

The ex-senator said Mr. Jones
would refuse to hire undersheriffs
and/or directors who double-dip. One
undersheriff and one director on Mr.
Kemler’s staff collect two forms of
compensation: pension payments and
a current salary. Total pension pay-
ments going to those employed in the
sheriff’s office amount to $249,000
per year.

Seventeen of the 21 county sheriffs
in New Jersey collect both a pension
and sheriff’s pay, while an additional
29 officers who work for sheriffs are
also double-dippers.

Mr. Jones, a retired New Jersey
State Police patrolman, has said he
would suspend his pension payments
while he serves as sheriff, if he is
elected, Mr. Schluter said.

Rick Perry Indicted
For Abuse of Power

Rick Perry has became the first
Texas governor to be indicted in
nearly a century, according to a
Houston Chronicle report. The gov-
ernor has been charged with abuse
of power by allegedly coercing a
public servant. The allegations are
related to his threat to veto funding
for the state Public Integrity Unit
totaling $7.5 million over two years
unless Travis County District Attor-
ney Rosemary Lehmberg resigned
following a drunk-driving arrest,
according to the report. Ms.
Lehmberg oversees the unit, which
enforces ethics among statewide of-
ficials.

Gov. Perry ran for the 2012 Re-
publican nomination for president
and was starting the process for his
candidacy for the 2016 nomina-
tion.

The governor has called the allega-
tions a political witch hunt while the
Texas Democratic Party is pressur-
ing Gov. Perry to resign, calling his
behavior “unbecoming” of the
governor’s office.
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by Scott B. Schaffer, DMD

Dentistry Today

DOES GUM HEALTH AFFECT THE HEART?

Visit our website at  www.thesmileclub.com 
for more details about Dr. Schaffer.

   While there have been many recent studies 
showing that people with gum (periodontal) 
disease are at increased risk for heart dis-
ease, a 2012 American Heart Association 
review cast some doubt on this conclusion. 
However, a more recent study published 
in the Journal of the American Heart Asso-
ciation provides proof of a causal link be-
tween gum disease and heart disease. In 
the most recent study, researchers tracked 
the gum health of 420 people (average age 
68) for three years by conducting clinical 
exams and analyzing certain bacteria that 
cause gum disease. This information was 
correlated with changes in narrowing of the 
arteries (atherosclerosis) in the carotid ar-
tery observed via ultrasound. They found 
that, as gum health improved, carotid nar-
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   As today’s column states, there are many 
studies that suggest that oral health, and 
gum disease in particular, can be related 
to serious conditions like heart disease. 
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against heart disease. You can always 
discuss your dental concerns with us. 
Anytime you have a question, please don’t 
hesitate to ask. We invite you to call us 
to schedule an appointment. We’re here 
to help. We are the proud recipient of the 
2013 Best of Clark Award in Dentistry.
P.S. The new study mentioned above, 
which controlled for factors such as 
smoking, diabetes, age, blood pressure, 
and blood cholesterol, provides the 
“most direct evidence yet” that treating 
gum disease can prevent or slow 
atherosclerosis. 

Biomed Innovation, Cures
Focus of Roundtable

SUMMIT — Rep. Leonard Lance
(R-7th) recently joined two dozen
leaders from the patient advocate
community, medical innovators and
academia in a roundtable discussion
to advance biomedical innovation in
the 21st century. The roundtable dis-
cussion was part of the 21st Century
Cures Initiative, a project of the House
Energy and Commerce Committee,
of which Mr. Lance is a member.

The 21st Century Cures Initiative
seeks to accelerate the pace of cures
by exploring advancements in tech-
nology, the role of federal program-
ming, regulation and research and
how best to contribute to medical
breakthroughs that are vital for
Americans to live longer, better and
healthier lives. The roundtable was
held at Celgene Corporation in Sum-
mit.

“The 21st Century Cures Initiative
is breaking barriers in its effort to
work effectively and efficiently to
ensure there is no gap between 21st
Century science and the Washington
regulatory process, to support medi-
cal research and to keep the United
States at the global center of bio-
medical innovation. This will make a
lasting difference in the lives of many
and provide patients with the best
possible care, treatment and support,”
Mr. Lance said after the event.

Mark Alles, Celgene president and
chief operating officer, participated

in the roundtable as a panelist, focus-
ing on the promise of medical sci-
ence and the opportunity to achieve
dramatic breakthroughs in patient
care with a supportive policy envi-
ronment.

“Celgene and the patients we
seek to serve have benefited from
existing regulations and policies
including orphan drug incentives
and the FDA (Federal Drug Ad-
ministration) Special Protocol As-
sessment (SPA) mechanism for
reviewing and agreeing to the de-
sign of phase 3 clinical trials,” Mr.
Alles said. “We enthusiastically
support the goals of the ‘21st Cen-
tury Cures Initiative,’ and will con-
tinue to work with government to
build a policy environment that
supports innovation leading to
breakthrough therapies for patients
with serious unmet medical needs.”

Mr. Lance, who chairs the Con-
gressional Rare Disease Caucus, also
invited advocates to attend and share
their personal experience and insight.

Since its launch, the Energy and
Commerce Committee has held a
series of hearings and roundtables on
issues such as the role of incentives,
technology and healthcare, clinical
trials, data sharing, personalized
medicine and more.

Mr. Lance has requested constitu-
ent input on the initiative be directed
to NJ07cures@mail.house.gov.


