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Congratulations to the July Sales Associates of the Month!
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For Listings
Deborah 
Citarella

For Sales
Sharon
Steele
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Mathieu Removed As Individual
Defendant As GW Trial Nears

DeTrolio Retires, Cryan In;
County OK’s Briant Pk. $

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY — Union County Un-
dersheriff Vincent DeTrolio will re-
tire at the end of the month after 36
years in the sheriff’s department, the
last 13 years as undersheriff.

With his retirement, the depart-
ment will be under the leadership of
Undersheriff Joseph Cryan, who is
serving as acting sheriff since the
death of long-time Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich on July 20, and Undersher-
iff Gerry Green, Jr.

Mr. DeTrolio earned an associate’s
degree from Union County College
in 1978 and a bachelor’s and master’s
degrees from Kean University. He
served in the United States Army in
Vietnam from 1970 to 1971, where
he held the rank of sergeant.

He joined the county sheriff’s de-
partment in 1978 as a sheriff’s of-
ficer. Prior to being named undersh-
eriff, Mr. DeTrolio was a sheriff’s
office captain from 1997 to 2000 and
was a lieutenant and sergeant for seven
years prior to that. As undersheriff he
supervised the department’s identifi-
cation bureau from 1995 to 2014, the
firearm’s unit from 1993 to 2001, and
the emergency medical response team
from 1997 to 2014. He served three
years as president of the Superior
Officers Association FOP Lodge 103
and three years as president of the
Sheriffs Policemen’s  Benevolent
Association Local 108.

“We thank you so much for every-
thing you have done,” Freeholder
Chairman Chris Hudak said. He also
thanked the undersheriff for the “ut-
most professionalism from which you
conducted your duties over so many
years.”

Mr. DeTrolio said it was “an honor
and a privilege to work in Union
County for the last 36 years.”

“I’ve seen how government can

work and how it can work well,” he
said.

In other business, the freeholders
awarded a $308,294 contract to Rich
Picerno Builders, LLC of Kenilworth
for improvements to Briant Park in
Summit. Additional engineering costs
will be determined pending the re-
sults of the bidding process for that
aspect of the project.

New improvements to the park will
include a gazebo to provide a shel-
tered seating area, a new nature trail
laid with wood chips, new plantings
and soil restoration, new benches in-
cluding wheelchair access to seating
areas, period sign posts, restoration
of a retaining wall on the west slope,
and aesthetic improvements to an
existing footbridge.

Two members of the Briant Park
Olmsted Conservancy from Summit
thanked the freeholders for matching
a $275,000 grant the conservancy
received from the New Jersey Open
Space/Green Acres Program. A total
of $550,000 will now be available for
improvements for the 51-acre park.

According to a county press re-
lease, the park was designed in the
1930s by the Olmsted brothers, sons
of the renowned landscape architect
who designed Central Park in New
York, Frederick Olmsted.

Michael Vernotico, vice-president
of the conservancy, said the project
will be of “great importance to the
county, particularly the residents of
Springfield and Summit.”

Anton Evers, past president of the
conservancy, said the group has been
working for the past 12 years to get
improvements to be made to Briant
Park.

“And we finally have now been
successful,” Mr. Evers said. “I think
once it’s (improvements) done you’ll
see a beautiful park which is used by
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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
JAZZING IT UP...Big Funk performs August 13 during the Downtown Westfield Jazz Festival, entertaining music lovers
who gravitated to town for the popular event.

By MEGAN K. SCOTT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – A New Jersey State
Superior Court judge has removed
Garwood Councilman Jim Mathieu
as an individual defendant in a law-
suit brought by Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma that also named the
borough, the mayor and borough
council.

“I’m very happy,” said Mr. Mathieu
at last week’s council meeting. “It’s
just great to know that I can’t be held
personally liable for my political be-
liefs and my votes on council. The

effects otherwise would have been
devastating to home rule in New Jer-
sey.

“I was always confident it would
be dismissed,” he added. “But again,
it definitely can be terrifying for a
councilman and his family. I think
that was really the purpose all along.
To basically cow people who have
contrary views, and I’m just glad that
it didn’t work.”

Judge Karen Cassidy, Union
County’s assignment judge sitting in
Elizabeth, removed Mr. Mathieu in
an oral ruling from the bench, declar-
ing that Mr. Mathieu is not Ms.
Ariemma’s employer, according to
Ms. Ariemma’s attorney, Daniel
Antonelli. Mr. Mathieu was named
individually in a count alleging vio-
lation of the New Jersey Conscien-
tious Employee Protection Act.

“We respectfully disagree with the
court’s decision and do believe he is
an employer. Obviously, the court
ruled differently,” Mr. Antonelli said.
“He is her supervisor. She reports to
him and to the others. He certainly
conducted himself as an employer by
making demands of her that she agree
to a freeze in wages, give up certain
benefits.”

The lawsuit was filed in 2012 with
claims that Ms. Ariemma was denied
pay raises two years in a row – 3.9
percent in 2011 and 3.75 percent in
2012 – which she says is in violation
of a state statute.

The lawsuit asserts she is entitled

to the same increases given to mem-
bers of the police department and
department of public works. It also
claims a reduction in salary because
the council failed to cover the 1.5
percent of her salary going to her
health care benefits under new legis-
lation.

It alleged that former Police Chief
William Legg did not have to pay the
1.5 percent for his health insurance
and also was given a 3.90-percent
salary increase in 2011, which ac-
cording to the suit, violates state law
that “prohibits sex discrimination in
employment.” That charge was dis-
missed last year when the court ruled
that Ms. Ariemma and the police chief
were not equal employees.

Judge Cassidy dismissed the per-
sonal charges against Mr. Mathieu,
but he remains a defendant as a mem-
ber of council. The case is scheduled
to go to trial in October on several
counts, including a violation of CEPA,
failure to increase salary and a prohi-
bition against Ms. Ariemma receiv-
ing future longevity increases.

Ms. Ariemma currently receives
longevity payments of 6 percent over
her base salary. She is entitled, ac-
cording to the lawsuit, to receive 7
percent over her base as of 20 years
of service to the borough and 8 per-
cent over her base once she has 23
years with the borough.

The violation of CEPA claims that
Ms. Ariemma objected to the de-

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CRUISER NIGHT...Classic cars, music, free giveaways and a Hula-Hoop Con-
test for kids were featured during last Thursday’s Cruiser Night in Cranford.

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
DOING THE HULA...A Hula-Hoop Contest for kids was among the featured
activities during the family-friendly Cruiser Night held last Thursday in Cranford.

Photo courtesy of Edward Orr
SERENE SCENE...Tristan and Adria Orr keep up with local news in The
Westfield Leader on Serenity Beach during their visit to The Dominican Republic
the week of August 10 through August 17.

Neighbors in Dispute Over
Westfield Gatehouse Property

By SARAH McGRAIL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The owner of a
much-loved Westfield building has
caused controversy after she revealed
plans to rebuild following a fire.

Lisa Varandas, owner of the
Gatehouse, in the historic Wychwood
area, had just bought the property
when an electrical fault caused a fire
that damaged the building in Decem-
ber 2013.

Earlier this month, Ms. Varandas,
aware of local affection for the
Gatehouse, organized a neighbor-
hood meeting to discuss her plans for
the property.

She told the gathering of around 30
people that she believed there were
two options.

The first was a subdivision of the
plot, which stands on the corner of
Wychwood Road and East Broad
Street, which would see two “sister
houses” of around 3,500 square feet
built, both reflecting, as much as pos-
sible, the characteristics of the origi-
nal building. The second option was
to demolish what remains of the
Gatehouse and to build a house of
around 7,000 to 8,000 square feet,
which would then be sold.

A number of people at the meeting
expressed their disappointment that

Ms. Varandas had no plans to rebuild
the original Gatehouse, but she said
this would not be possible as it would
be too expensive.

One of the attendees, who wished
to remain anonymous, said, “I feel as
though she bought the house in good
faith but, after the fire, she has seen
an opportunity to make money out of
it and she is determined to do that
now.

“We weren’t given any informa-
tion about how much it would cost to
rebuild the house or how much insur-
ance she was expecting to receive.”

Amy Jester, who helped fight plans
to subdivide the sister gatehouse on
the other side of Wychwood Road,
said, “The Gatehouse at Wychwood’s
South Gate has been a landmark in
this community since 1928. Although
not protected as an historic home, it is
indeed a true, historic and treasured
landmark in the town of Westfield. I
believe that when an individual pur-
chases such a landmark, there is an
inherent responsibility to maintain,
protect and as need be, to repair and
restore, as is the case with the
Gatehouse.” But Ms. Varandas
pointed out that, had she just wanted
to make money, she would not have
consulted her neighbors.

“I organized the meeting because I
knew people in Wychwood cared very
deeply about the Gatehouse and I
wanted to go forward with the sup-
port of my neighbors,” she said.

“It is too expensive to restore the
house exactly as it was but I am
looking to build two sister houses
that look as though they belong there.
I could just have sold the land and a
developer would put a 7,000-square-
foot house on there.”

Ms. Varandas said she planned to
discuss possible options with an ar-
chitect. Opponents were urged to at-
tend public meetings to oppose any
application for a variance.

Mountainside Votes to Limit
Political Contributions
By KATE BROWNE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Good gov-
ernance practices and personnel
matters dominated the discussions
at Tuesday’s meeting of the borough
council.

Council members approved an or-
dinance on second reading to regu-
late political contributions in the
borough. The ordinance provides
that no professional entity that sub-
mits a bid or provides professional
services including banking, consult-
ing or insurance coverage services
to the community can contribute
monetary or “in-kind” contributions
in excess of $300 in a Primary or
General Election and no group of
individuals such as principals, part-
ners, or family members living in
the same home can contribute more
than $2,500 to all borough council
candidates, political parties, or po-
litical action committees.

The penalties for violating the
terms of the ordinance include be-
ing disqualified from eligibility to

bid on future contracts for a period of
four years and the immediate termi-
nation of any contracts in effect at the
time of the violation.

In addition, the council voted to
require two signatures on any checks
issued on behalf of the borough. The
authorized cosigners are Mayor Paul
Mirabelli, Council President Keith
Turner, Chief Financial Officer Jill
Goode and/or James Debbie, the bor-
ough administrator.

The council unanimously voted in
favor of appointing Kenneth Mirabelli
to fill the vacant position as commu-
nications officer for the Mountainside
Police Department. The council also
approved salary adjustments for Ms.
Goode and Mr. Debbie and approved
the appointment of Thomas
McGowan to the Mountainside Vol-
unteer Fire Department.

During the public comment por-
tion of the meeting a resident repre-
senting several homeowners on Pop-
lar Avenue described run-off condi-
tions which have caused significant
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