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Celebrations Singers to Hold
Adult and Youth Auditions

CRANFORD — The Celebration
Singers will hold auditions for its
adult and youth choirs. For adults,
auditions will be held on Tues-
day, August 19, by appointment
only, at the Cranford United Meth-
odist Church, located at 201 Lin-
coln Avenue, East. Auditions for
the youth choirs will take place
on Tuesdays, September 2 and
September 9, by appointment
only. To schedule an audition, e-
mail jeninotemusic@gmail.com
for the youth choirs and
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com
for the adult choir.

The Children’s Choir ranges in
age from 9 to 13, and the Middle
C’s is comprised of experienced
choral singers ages 13 and up
(male changed voices in eighth
grade and up; female voices
ninth grade and up). The Youth
Choirs offer a place where chil-
dren and adolescents can learn
and hone musical skills, experi-
ence various styles of music and
perform with a wide range of
ages. Rehearsals for both youth
choirs is Tuesday evenings:
Children’s Choir is 6:30 to 7:30
p.m. and Middle C’s is 7:45 to
8:45 p.m.

The Adult Choir welcomes sing-
ers age 18 and older, of all expe-
rience levels and of all vocal
ranges, to audition. The ability to
read music is a plus but not a
requirement as is prior choral
experience. Rehearsals are on
Tuesdays from 8 to 10 p.m. The
Celebration Singers’ winter con-
cert is scheduled for Friday and
Saturday, December 5 and 6, at
St. Michael Church in Cranford.

Begun in 1938 as the ESSO
Choristers, the Celebration Sing-
ers currently include members
representing eight different coun-
ties throughout New Jersey, and
also members traveling from New
York to sing with the group. The
Celebration Singers perform

many musical genres, from clas-
sical to Broadway, from pop and
jazz to gospel.

Funding for the Celebration
Singers is made possible in part
by the New Jersey State Council
for the Arts, Department of State,
through a grant administered by
the Union County Office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs. For
more information, visit celebra-
tion-singers.org or e-mail
celebrationsingersnewjersey@gmail.com.
Individuals also may leave a tele-
phone message at (908) 241-
8200.

Bugsy Malone, Jr. to Be
Presented in Cranford

CRANFORD – Seventeen New
Jersey kids will present the mu-
sical Bugsy Malone, Jr., this year’s
presentation by Theater Project
Jr. in Cranford. Each summer,
the program takes students ages
8 and up through an eight-week
course that culminates in three
performances for friends, family
and the community. Along the
way, students learn acting, build
confidence in themselves and
make friends. Bugsy Malone, Jr.
will run Friday through Sunday,
August 15 to 17, at the Jardine
Academy, located at 61 Myrtle
Street in Cranford.

“I have seen my son grow as an
actor year after year with the
Theater Project Jr. group right in
front of my eyes,” said parent
Mindi Kaunfer of Springfield. “At
15, Adam has been acting for
five years and has several school
leads from the confidence the
summer theater has provided
him.”

Ten-year-old student actor
Gerald Lang of Westfield said,
“Acting is the chance to learn
new things and meet new people.
I love acting and am really glad I
auditioned for Theater Project Jr.
Our director, Mary, and all the
kids are so nice!”

“My son is getting a great intro-
duction to theater, meeting new
kids with similar interests, and
overall having a wonderful time.
He can’t wait to get to rehearsal
each night!” said parent Judy
Dougherty Lang.

Bugsy is based on the Jodie
Foster film of the same name,
where a “Little Rascals” troupe of
child actors played the gang-
sters and gun molls of the roar-
ing ’20s, using lemonade for li-
quor and silly string shooters

instead of side arms.
Directed by Theater Project

General Manager Mary A. Iannelli,
the cast includes young people
from seven area towns —
Cranford: Chris Brightman, Isabel
Graceffo, James Lynch, Mark
Lynch, Mia Papapietro, Nina
Papapietro, Amanda Poszyler,
Ashleigh Poszyler, Sophie
Zacharda; Gillette: Shaye
Bundonis; Mountainside: Michael
Mezzo; Piscataway: Alexis Page,
Jason Page; Springfield: Adam
Kaunfer; Summit: Brooke
Beckett, Stella Ferra, and
Westfield: Gerard Lang.

The Theater Project, a profes-
sional theater company in
Cranford and Maplewood, is cel-
ebrating 20 years of bringing pro-
ductions of the best contempo-
rary plays to New Jersey. Its mis-
sion is to enhance the cultural
richness of the community by
producing new or lesser-known
plays on challenging themes, by
introducing children to the joys of
live theater, and by providing av-
enues for creative expression for
New Jersey playwrights.

For more information on the
Theater Project Jr., call (908)
809-8865 or visit
www.TheTheaterProject.org.

Mrs. Madge E. Wittel, 77, of
Westfield died on Monday, Au-
gust 11, at Overlook Medical
Center in Summit after a brief
illness. She went home to be
with The Lord surrounded by
her loving family.

Mrs. Wittel was born in Jersey
City and lived in Westfield for
45 years.

She was a longtime member
and past president of the
Cranford Dramatic Club, where
she loved to act, direct, pro-
duce and write for adult and
children’s theater. She also was
a faithful attendee of the First
Baptist Church of Metuchen.

Mrs. Wittel is survived by her
loving husband of 55 years,
Edward; sons, Edward C. and
Keith; daughter- in- law,
Claudia; grandchildren, Lauren,
Luke and Julia, and brother,
William, and sister, Joan.

Madge’s Life Celebration will
be today, Thursday, August 14,
from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9 p.m., and
tomorrow, Friday, August 15,
from 9 to 10 a.m., at Gray
Funeral Directors, A Life Cel-
ebration Home, 318 East Broad
Street, Westfield, where her
funeral service will begin at 10
a.m. on Friday, August 15,
2014. Interment will follow at
Hollywood Memorial Park in
Union.
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School Supplies Sought
For St. Joseph Kids

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are collect-
ing brand-new school supplies
on behalf of the children of St.
Joseph Social Service Center in
Elizabeth.

The following items are sug-
gested: pencils, pens, pencil
cases, filler paper, notebooks
(marble, one-, two- and five-
subject), rulers, crayons, color-
ing books, folders, binders,
highlighters, scissors, staplers,
staples, rubber bands, erasers,
paper clips, glue sticks, art sup-
plies, backpacks and any other
supplies as well.

Donations can be dropped off
after 4 p.m. weekdays at the
Garwood Knights of Columbus
Council Hall, located at 37 South
Avenue in Garwood, opposite
PathMark. On weekends, indi-
viduals are asked to first call
(908) 789-9809 after 2 p.m.
Parking is available behind the
hall off Willow Avenue (turn at
Marty Shoes). Visitors are asked
to use the hall’s side-door en-
trance. For information, call (908)
789-9809 after 4 p.m. or Keith
Gallagher at (908) 789-0931.

Madge E. Wittel, 77,
Lived In Westfield;
Cranford Dramatic
Club Past President
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