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Cranford Zoning Bd. OKs
Pool, BP Station Expansion

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The zoning board
held a brief meeting on Monday
evening and only heard two ap-
plications, one residential and the
other commercial.

The board approved the appli-
cation of Robert and Patricia Ciuba
of 119 Benjamin Street, which is
located in a R-4 zone, for a vari-
ance to install a new pool. Mrs.
Ciuba said they have lived in their
home for 52 years and they wish
to replace their existing pool with
a new 12-by-24-foot oval one.
The town’s ordinance requires
that the pool be 15 feet from the
property line. The new pool will
be 10 feet from the property line.
She said the yard is fenced in and
the lot is 52 feet wide with a two-
car garage.

Board member Jeffrey Pistol said,
“Since it will be on the same foot-
print and just 10 feet instead of 15
from the property line, I don’t have
a problem with that.” Board mem-
ber Robert Bavasso said, “It’s been
there for years. I would tend to go
along with the variance.”

The next application was a con-
tinuation seeking a final site plan
approval by Igor Pereverzev, the
owner of the BP station on the
corner of North Avenue and
Springfield Avenue. Mr.
Pereverzev said he has owned the
station since 2000. He was repre-
sented by attorney Gary Goodman
and Tony Gallerano, an engineer
and planner. Mr. Pereverzev had
received preliminary site plan ap-
proval at a previous meeting, but
the board was concerned about
landscaping and lighting.

Mr. Gallerano told the board that
the station had three pumps and
the owner wanted to add two
more. He said the repair garage
would be eliminated. He said there
would be only an office and
restrooms on the property along
with the pumps. He also said there
would be eight recessed lighting
fixtures at the pumps with a canopy
over the pumps. There would also
be mounted lighting above the
pumps, he added.

Mr. Gallerano said the pumps
will be on two islands. He said a
row of shrubbery will be planted
on the north side of the property.
“It will consist of holly trees and
evergreens,” he said. He also
said an additional entrance will
be added on North Avenue. Zon-
ing Officer Robert Hudak asked
about paving. Mr. Pereverzev said
he would repave the blacktop
now on the site.

The application was unani-
mously approved.

The next meeting of the zoning
board will be Monday, August 25, at
7:45 p.m. at the Cranford Munici-
pal Building on Springfield Avenue.

CF Committee Debates
Health of ‘Old Peppy’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A debate over the
health of “Old Peppy,” the some
200-year old Pepperidge tree
situated in Lincoln Park, was put
forth at the township committee
workshop meeting Monday night.
The tree advisory board said the
trunk of the tree is healthy, tree
advisory board member Barbara
Krause said. She said it has not
suffered any damage since a large
limb was lost four or five years
ago. Professionals have said the
tree is decaying, Commissioner
Robert D’Ambola said. “The rec-
ommendation by professionals
is the tree is done,” Mr. D’Ambola
said.
Commissioner Mary O’Connor
and Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato
both agreed the safety of those
in the park is a concern and
agreed the tree needed to be
removed. Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. countered that the
tree has withstood the high winds
of Hurricanes Sandy and Irene.
“How can we say this is in immi-
nent danger of falling?” Mr.
Hannen asked.
The township committee has dis-
cussed the fate of “Old Peppy”
for over four years. Seedlings of
the tree have been planted in

Lincoln Park and other areas in
town, Commissioner D’ Ambola
said.
In other business, there is a pe-
tition online urging the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and U.S.
House of Representatives to fully
fund the Rahway River Flood Miti-
gation Study and plan for 2015
implementation, Mayor Andis
Kalnins said.
The link to the petition is avail-
able at cranford.com/township/.
The newly formed Farmers’ Mar-
ket, held in the downtown across
from the police and fire stations,
will take place again today, Thurs-
day, August 14, from 2 to 7 p.m.
with two new vendors, Commis-
sioner O’Connor said. The car
show also will be held downtown
this evening.
Two positions within the health
department were recommended
by Township Administrator
Terence Wall. The health depart-
ment has been one position short,
he said. He recommended ap-
pointing a current health depart-
ment staff member as a certified
recycling professional as well as
a Clean Communities coordina-
tor.

from doing any work on the
Garwood Brook, including wid-
ening the culverts, by the state
Department of Environmental
Protection until Cranford in-
creases the capacity of Orchard
Brook, which the Garwood Brook
becomes when it enters Cranford
and flows into the Rahway River.

Mr. Guarriello said the DEP
planned to widen the Orchard
Brook about 10 years ago, but
Cranford residents along the
brook refused to grant easements
and Cranford refused to condemn
the property to allow the work to
go through.

If passed, the resolution could
be presented by council mem-
bers and residents at the next
work session of Cranford’s Town-
ship Council on September 8,
Councilwoman Sara Todisco said.

Several council members ex-
pressed dismay when Council-
man Lou Petruzzelli informed
them that the $3.2-million Ath-
letic Field Complex, more than
15 months behind schedule, still
has no projected completion date.

Several issues remain, Mr.
Petruzzelli said, including the still
awaited delivery of two doors –
one interior and one exterior,
roofing and drywall installation
at the clubhouse. Additionally,
standing water has been noticed
on the baseball field and basket-
ball court, likely requiring the re-
grading of both.

Some facilities are ready for
use, but Mr. Petruzzelli wants the

whole project completed before
the borough takes possession.

“I won’t accept it just to be
done with it,” Mr. Petruzzelli said.
“For all this time, it better be
perfect.”

In other actions, the council
restored Chief Financial Officer
Sandy Bruns to full-time status.
At its June 24 meeting, the coun-
cil voted to retain Ms. Bruns for an
indefinite period at reduced hours
after she had informed them she

was taking another position.
“The other job didn’t work out,”

Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said after the meeting.

The council also learned from a
letter from Mr. Guarriello read by
Mayor Quattrocchi that an eight-
foot section of sanitary sewer
along Locust Avenue was cracked
and would have to be replaced.
Mrs. Quattrocchi said Mr.
Guarriello had one estimate, but
was seeking a second.
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previous year.” He said he hopes
by next year that, “all of the
recommendations that have been
highlighted by the auditing
firm…will go away completely.”

“From last year to this year,
there is an outstanding reduction
in comments from the auditors,”
Deputy Mayor Adubato said in
response.

Annual members of the pool
who have Horizon insurance can
be reimbursed $15 per month
through the Horizon b Fit pro-
gram, per the program’s rules,
and as passed under township
ordinance.

This summer, the township be-
gan a Farmers’ Market every
Thursday from 2 to 7 p.m. The
market will now have a new ven-
dor, Four Sisters Winery, from
Warren County, and the commit-
tee passed an ordinance to allow
wine tastings at the market from
August 21 to October 30.

Garwood to Update Hazard Plan, Hears Field Delays

Cranford Fire Dept.
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