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Letters to the Editor
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Diction Deception

State LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

State LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)

425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

LD-21 includes Westfield,
Mountainside, Garwood,
Summit and Cranford.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance (R)
425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Plainfield, Clark  and
Linden.

senkean@njleg.org, senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org, aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org, asmgreen@njleg.org

12th Congressional District
Rep. Rush Holt (D)
50 Washington Rd., West Windsor, N.J. 08550
(609) 750-9365
[Fanwood, Plainfield and most of Scotch Plains
are in the 12th Congressional District]

[Westfield, Mountainside, Garwood, Summit and Cranford
are in the 7th Congressional District]

Letters to
the Editor‘Pension Stripping’ Strips Older

Americans of Protections, Security

Police Chief David Wayman Warns
Residents and Businesses of Scams

Bringing First
Responders, Residents
And Business Together

Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo would like to thank everyone
who participated in our annual Na-
tional Night Out. A special thank you
to all of our sponsors: The Chippery,
Mara’s Cafe, Be Craftful, K-9 Re-
sorts, Somerset Patriots, Rialto The-
atre, Fanwood PBA 123, Fanwood
Fire Department, Fanwood Rescue
Squad.

National Night Out Against Crime
is specifically designed to bring First
Responders, residents and business
together. I believe that this year we
were able to accomplish our goal
while providing the children of
Fanwood with a fun filled evening.

Thank you for your continued sup-
port and always be cognizant that my
door is always open to everyone so
we may continue to foster the rela-
tionship between police, residents and
businesses.

Chief Richard Trigo
Fanwood

Recently, the Westfield Police De-
partment has received numerous re-
ports of suspected scamming activi-
ties, the most notable involving tele-
phone calls from people claiming to
be working for PSE&G or the IRS.

In the PSE&G case, the caller poses
as a PSE&G representative and ad-
vises the victim that he or she has a
balance due on his or her account and
then demands immediate payment
via a pre-loaded debit card or wire
transfer, threatening to shut off the
electrical power if such payment is
not promptly forwarded. Small busi-
nesses in particular are being tar-
geted in this scam. Usually a brief
period of time, an hour or two, is
offered by the bogus caller to allow
the victim time to wire the money or,
at the caller’s prompting, purchase a
pre-paid card such as a Green Dot
Money Pak commonly available at
pharmacies and convenience stores
to make the payment. According to
PSE&G, “When PSE&G makes an
outbound phone call to customers,
customer-specific information is
shared with the customer. That infor-
mation includes the account name,
address, number and current balance.
If customers do not receive this cor-
rect information, they likely are not
speaking with a PSE&G representa-
tive.” In addition, PSE&G advises
that, “PSE&G customers scheduled
for disconnection due to nonpayment
receive written notice on their bill at
least 10 days in advance.” In the
event any resident or business owner
senses that they are being scammed,
terminate the call and call PSE&G
directly at 1-800-436-PSEG (7734)

and the Westfield Police Department
at (908) 789-4000.

In the case of the IRS, a caller
posing as an IRS agent tells victims
that they owe money to the IRS and if
it is not paid through a pre-paid debit
card or via a wire transfer within a
short period of time, an arrest war-
rant will be issued. According to the
IRS, they “do not and will not ask for
credit card numbers over the phone,
nor request a pre-paid debit card or
wire transfer.” If you get a phone call
from someone claiming to be from
the IRS and you think you may owe
taxes, hang up and call the IRS di-
rectly at 1-800-829-1040. The IRS
representative who answers your call
will be able to tell you if there is a
legitimate issue outstanding and as-
sist you accordingly. If you don’t
have any reason to believe that you
have an outstanding issue, such as
you never received a notice in the
mail, contact the Treasurer Inspector
General for Tax Administration at 1-
800-366-4484 and the Westfield Po-
lice Department at (908) 789-4000.

I urge residents to trust their in-
stincts. If you sense that something
just doesn’t seem right, or a threat is
made, do not hesitate to end the call.
Never release any personal informa-
tion and do not make any payment
until you have verified legitimacy
through trustworthy means. At any
time you suspect a scam, do not hesi-
tate to the call the Westfield Police
Department or 9-1-1 in the event of
an emergency.

David Wayman
Westfield Police Chief

August 14th was the 79th anniver-
sary of the signing into law of the
Social Security Act by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt. For retired
Americans over 65, Social Security
is the main source of income, how-
ever, increasingly that is not suffi-
cient.

While millions of retirees choose
to work for a single employer in
exchange for guaranteed pensions and
benefits, the companies they worked
for have been abandoning their fidu-
ciary responsibilities in favor of pen-
sion stripping. Pension stripping is
when companies sell off or transfer
their retirees’ pension plans to invest-
ment funds or insurers, converting
them into annuities, with little to no
protections.

Retirees call this “pension strip-

ping” because it strips older Ameri-
cans of legal protections and finan-
cial security we previously had under
both the ERISA pension law and Pen-
sion Benefit Guaranty Corporation.

Our government took action al-
most 80 years ago to ensure seniors
would have security in retirement.
Today, leaders must reassure seniors
that they will not be pension strip-
ping victims. The nonprofit
ProtectSeniors.Org, which I am a part
of, is leading a legislative effort in
Washington, D.C. and in state legis-
latures to ensure pension and annuity
protections. I urge all retirees to band
together with them to protect our
economic futures.

Regina Brown
Monroe Township

The Shady Rest in Scotch Plains,
We Must Continue This Restoration

This country that we live
in…America…is truly a great nation!
We have spread freedom and democracy
to the farthest reaches of the globe and
provided some of the greatest medical,
technological and economic progress the
world has ever seen. For all of our
success…America has also been de-
scribed as “The Great Experiment.” We
try new things…we evolve…we move
forward and make progress. But, with
every experiment, comes some failure
and untold effort to get it right. Some-
times we do get it right…and at other
times the struggle continues.

Two major failures in American his-
tory were that of slavery and segregation.
Both sought to subjugate some people for
the benefit of others.

And even though we are still a work in
progress, progress has been made. How-
ever, that struggle is why…the Shady
Rest was…and is…such a great and im-
portant symbol of the human spirit and
the struggles that we face. This shining
example of the human spirit, and its ide-
als, is what has and is motivating me to do
the right thing.

At a time when African-Americans
were being segregated and marginalized,
the Shady Rest provided them with a
place of refuge and sanctuary...it pro-
vided a “Place for Us.” You could go to
the Shady Rest and escape all of the
terrible things happening to you and
around you. Even if it was only for the
day, you could enjoy golf and tennis,
pleasant meals, fellowship and great en-
tertainment away from the hate and big-
otry that existed outside the club. For all
of the history that The Shady Rest con-
tains, it is its triumph of the human spirit
that gives it its greatest meaning…and
this building is truly an important symbol
of that.

When I first heard about the history of
The Shady Rest, I was truly amazed. To
know that a place like this existed…and
that it existed in our town…right around
the corner, inspired me and ignited in me
a desire to bring back that place which
had provided so many with such a special
place of respite from the world outside
the walls. But in my mind, in order to
truly pay our respect, and to truly honor
The Shady Rest’s place in our nation’s
history, we must do things the right way.

We would do disservice to react im-
pulsively, to immediately run out at that
time and put a new roof on the building,
before we knew what was really needed
or whether the building could even sup-
port such an endeavor.

To do so at that time did not make
sense to me. It was my desire to see that
every step be taken to ensure the security
of the building until such time as we
could plan and understand what needed
to be done now and well into the future.
Obviously, the entire council agreed with
this approach in that there was a unani-
mous vote including Mayor Glover,
Councilwoman Gialanella, Councilman
Beckerman, Councilman Marcus and
myself for “Undertaking of Professional

Studies of and Various Repairs and Im-
provements to the Scotch Hills Golf
Course Clubhouse.” We have since offi-
cially renamed Scotch Hills, to “The
Shady Rest at Scotch Hills.” This new
name pays tribute to its past, present and
combined future.

Sadly, we know that despite efforts to
patch the roof, some damage was done to
the interior of the building this past win-
ter. A winter which saw unprecedented
snow levels and multiple polar vortexes
which wreaked havoc not only to the flat
roof at Shady Rest, but individual homes
across our community. Thankfully, the
damage was done to things which were
not part of the historic Shady Rest such as
the structure…but rather they were newly
added, modern materials such as the
dropped ceiling tiles and sheetrock. How-
ever, it is the uncertainty of the winter
ahead, and the knowledge that the build-
ing can structurally support it, which
leads me to support putting a new roof on
the building at this time. In doing so,
preventing damage which might impact
the structure or other historical elements
of the building in the event that we are
forced to endure another unpredictable
winter.

I do this, however, with some misgiv-
ing. I am primarily concerned with the
asbestos that is in the roof. My hope…is
that when we begin work, we do not
encounter any problems with the asbes-
tos. My fear…is that we will and that it
will cause either further unplanned ex-
pense for which we do not have enough
money, or even worse a delay. Because
we are working on a timeline between
now and this winter, a delay (caused by
the need for state intervention and
remediation of the asbestos) opens up the
possibility that we get hit with weather
which hurts the building and that, I do not
want to see happen. My support of a new
roof stands however, after having weighed
these concerns with the need to protect
and begin progress.

But even with a new roof, our work
will not be done. Whether you support
Plan A, B or D…we must continue this
restoration! We cannot simply put lip-
stick on the building and call it victory.
We must do more! One day, when every-
one who is here now is gone…that build-
ing must live on so that future genera-
tions will see and understand the great
significance that The Shady Rest made in
the lives of many. Whether it was Henry
Willis, Sr. and his dream of having
equal…or John Shippen as the first
American born professional golfer…or
even that a sleepy town like Scotch Plains
could play host to some of the biggest and
brightest talent of the day at a time when
the country appeared against them…for
the sake of those souls we need to fully
preserve The Shady Rest. That is my
commitment to all of you…and my hope
is that my colleagues and our community
will join the effort.

Bo Vastine
Scotch Plains Councilman

Politics Should Be Kept Out Of
Fanwood RR Parking Permits

Over the years the fee for permits to park at the
Fanwood Historic Train Station has become an issue
as Scotch Plans’ residents feel they should not be
charged more than their Fanwood counterparts.
Fanwood contends they incur all the costs to both
police and maintain the parking lot.

The issue took center stage last week when the
borough council considered hiking parking permits
for non-Fanwood residents to $800 per year — a
$150 increase. The proposed hike, though, was
really on Scotch Plains residents as they are the only
non-borough residents using the lot. In the end the
council agreed to a $700 charge for non-residents
and $360 for Fanwoodians.

But what was the real reason for such a giant hike
on its Scotch Plains’ neighbors? Is it really costs
associated with maintaining and policing the lot? Or
is that some Fanwood council members are incensed
that a majority of Scotch Plains council members
shot down a plan supported by Fanwood for a joint
police force for the two towns? Three of the five
members of the Scotch Plains governing body mem-
bers do not support having the merged department
administered by an autonomous governing body
known as a joint meeting.

We do not believe Fanwood should be taking out
its frustrations on Scotch Plains commuters on the
police merger issue.

On another issue, we have heard that the Fanwood
Recycling Center may be coming back to life. A few
years ago a former treasurer, Joan Ayala of the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Recycling Association, was
sentenced to five years probation for stealing $15,000
from the Association’s funds over a four-year pe-
riod.

As a result, the recycling center lost its non-profit
status. But now we hear the center is making a
recovery. Fanwood has been considering starting a
curbside recycling program in the borough. But the
council rejected a bid this past week saying the cost
would put the borough over the state’s 2 percent cap
on property tax levy increases.

We encourage residents throughout the region to
take advantage of the recycling center. The center
has been cited as having one of the most successful
recycling programs in the state.

We look forward to seeing the recycling center and
its volunteers service the region for many more
years to come.

Care Free Days Are Nearly Over
For Kids, Parents as Schools Loom
Time to break out the pens and pencils, books,

smart phones, laptops, tweets and backpacks, brand
new school clothes and lunch money. Soon, it’s back
to school for area kids, meaning the carefree days of
summer are over – not only for the youngsters, but
also for their parents. It’s been
more than two months since
homework worries, book report
angst, missed rides, early morn-
ing and after-school practices,
show and-tell crises, sicknesses
– real and imagined, good and
bad hair days and all the other
emergencies of the moment have
reared their ugly heads.

But the next couple of weeks
should also be a time of pride for
parents as they watch their off-
spring – a year older and, hopefully, wiser than last
September – head off for what may be their very first

day of school, their entry into high school or the first
day of their pivotal senior year of high school. Of
course, countless families have already bade some
tearful farewells to their adult children as they set off
for college.

The years tend to fly by
quicker than many of us would
like, so, between the day-to-day
events, some of them frustrating
– like trying to explain algebra
to a teary-eyed sixth grader or
hastily slapping together a plas-
ter topography map of some for-
eign country or waking early to
drive someone to a predawn
swim practice – parents should
remember that these days and
these responsibilities won’t last

forever. And for many parents, the wish will be that
they could last indefinitely.

Cancel Your Plans for
Visiting Mexico

I have vacationed in Mexico at
least 10 times in the past, in Acapulco,
Mexico City, Ixtapa/Zihuatanejo and
while in the armed forces in Laredo
— I’ll never set foot in Mexico again.

Marine Sergeant Tahmooressi, a
decorated veteran of the U.S. Marine
Corps, mistakenly crossed into
Mexico at the border and was ar-
rested and is still in jail in Mexico
after over four months.

Our anti-American administration
has done nothing to free him from
this ridiculous situation while the
corruption and lack of interest here
and abroad keeps him in jail.

If you have any plans to visit
Mexico, cancel them! If you believe
that our government should do noth-
ing to protect our servicemen and
women — do nothing.

For more information on this case
watch Greta Van Sustem on Fox News
or Google the marine’s name. If you
just don’t give a damn, vote accord-
ingly and keep watching this country
and what it stands for disappear.

George Tomkin Sr.
Scotch Plains

‘GOOD MORNING
VIETNAM!’

Robin Williams, 1951-2014

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Hipparch – An ancient Greek cal-

vary commander
2. Hilus – In anatomy, a small notch or

opening where vessels and nerves enter
an organ

3. Luetic – Syphilitic
4. Yurt – A Siberian hut

GOLADAR
1. In East India, one who has charge of

a storehouse
2. An agnostic or non believer
3. A looking glass, small telescope
4. A green vegetable pigment

FERDNESS
1. Sharpness; eagerness
2. Self-assuredness; certainty
3. The state of being afraid
4. A state of awkwardness; clumsiness

FELO-DE-SE
1. Excessive grief; very sad
2. Suicide
3. Care free; relaxed
4. A fencing master

CULVERIN
1. A receptacle for archery implements
2. A large vat to hold cloth for bleach-

ing
3. A small tub
4. A musket or cannon used in the

Middle Ages

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

More letters on pages 5, 15

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Chris Hudak, chair
chudak@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.


