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Nat’l Passport Ctr. Praises
County Clerk’s Service

ELIZABETH – Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi announced last
week that the National Passport Cen-
ter (NPC) has issued Certificates of
Excellence of the Passport Services
offered by her offices in Elizabeth
and Westfield.

“After site visits to our offices in
Elizabeth and Westfield, an analyst
for the National Passport Center, a
division of the U.S. State Depart-
ment, made an evaluation of both
facilities,” Ms. Rajoppi said. “The
analyst assessed our Passport agents
and reported that they had the highest
level of proficiency and experience.”

“During our annual interview with
the analyst from NPC, our policies
and procedures were reviewed and
our customer service techniques were
observed,” Ms. Rajoppi added. “The
analyst specifically reviewed our ac-
curacy and knowledge of Passport
processing procedures to ensure fed-
erally-mandated rules and regulations
are adhered to at all times. Our staff
was interviewed on the policies to
guarantee each of our certified agents

is qualified to act as an acceptance
agent on behalf of the NPC.”

The County Clerk operates two
Passport offices to serve the residents
of Union County: the main office in
the Union County Courthouse, 2
Broad Street, Elizabeth, (908) 527-
4966; and the annex located in the
Colleen Fraser Building, 300 North
Avenue East, in Westfield, (908) 654-
9859.

“We invite anyone who needs a
Passport to visit either one of our
locations; visit our website at
www.ucnj.org/Passports or call us for
further information,” Ms. Rajoppi
said.

The Westfield Annex is the only
County Clerk’s office in the state that
is open during evening hours. The
Westfield Annex is open from 8 a.m.
to 7:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days; from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays; and from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays. The
Elizabeth office is open from 7:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through
Friday.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Christie to Do Fundraiser
For Sen. Candidate Bell

Polickernj.com has reported that
Governor Chris Christie will be head-
lining a fundraiser for United States
Senate candidate Jeff Bell.

Westfield resident Bill Palatucci, a
senior advisor to the Governor, told
PolitickerNJ.com that Gov. Christie
would be doing an event for Mr. Bell.
Mr. Palatucci said it was just a matter of
getting the event on Mr. Christie’s busy
schedule as governor and his travels as
head of the Republican Governors As-
sociation.

Mr. Bell has pulled within seven
points of Senator Cory Booker (D-
N.J.) in a New York Times-CBS poll,
but is way behind Mr. Booker’s $3
million in campaign funds.

Christie Trails Clinton By
Eight Points in Poll

New Jersey Governor Chris Christie
trails former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton 50 to 42 percent in an early
look at the 2016 presidential race in
the Garden State, measured in a recent
Quinnipiac University Poll. 

Mrs. Clinton has double-digit leads
over other possible Republican con-
tenders, the independent Quinnipiac
University poll finds: 54 to 34 per-
cent over former Florida Governor
Jeb Bush; 55 to 35 percent over U.S.
Senator Rand Paul of Kentucky, and
57 to 34 percent over former Arkan-
sas Gov. Mike Huckabee. 

Barnes’ Bills Require Reporting
By Colleges of Sexual Assaults
In response to recent reports stat-

ing that one in five women will be
sexually assaulted while in college,
State Senator Peter J. Barnes, III (D-
18th, Edison) has announced a bill
package to hold New Jersey’s col-
leges and universities accountable for
reducing violence on their campuses.
The package improves reporting re-
quirements of sexual assault cases to
parents and students, ensures col-
leges are not sweeping cases under
the rug and provides victims with a
support system to help them through
the trauma of sexual assault.

The first bill would provide students
at colleges and universities in New
Jersey who have been sexually assaulted
with a confidential advocate who can
help them determine their options and
provide guidance and support in the
decision-making process.

The second bill would require col-
leges and universities to report annu-
ally on their website how many stu-

dents have reported incidents of
sexual assault by a fellow student.
Additionally, the legislation would
require the institution to send the
report to students prior to the begin-
ning of the school year.

The final bill, S-2317, would re-
quire that when a student reports to
campus police or security an incident
of assault perpetrated by an employee
or someone holding a formal posi-
tion within the college or university,
the university must report the assault
to local police.

The U.S. Senate has introduced the
Campus Accountability and Safety Act
that would heavily fine schools that do
not accurately report sexual assault
crimes or that fail to investigate re-
ports of sexual assault on their cam-
puses.

Trunp Suing to Have Name
Removed From AC Casinos

Donald Trump is suing to have his
name removed from two Atlantic City
casinos he founded, but no longer
controls, saying the casinos have be-
come so dilapidated that they have
damaged his brand image, according
to media reports.

The lawsuit alleges that Trump En-
tertainment Properties, which owns
and operates the Trump Taj Mahal and
Trump Plaza, have let the casinos fall
into “an utter state of disrepair.”

In July, Trump Plaza Hotel in At-
lantic City announced it would close
in September, laying off 1,100 work-
ers.

In addition to casinos with the Trump
name, the Atlantic Club casino shut
down in January and the Showboat
will close at the end of this month.
Revel casino is in bankruptcy and
could close Monday, August 18 if a
buyer is not found, according to the
report.

Atlantic City Taxes Jumping
29 Percent in City Budget

Atlantic City’s City Council has
approved a budget that will hike prop-
erty taxes by 29 percent, according to
The Press of Atlantic City.

Mayor Don Guardian told the city
council the city needed to approve the
budget in order to accept $20 million
from the state, otherwise taxes would
go up 47 percent. The report said
some council members said tax ap-
peals by casinos along with no hotel or
luxury taxes coming into the city from
the state caused the huge tax hike. One
resident told the council her taxes in-
creased from $7,400 to $12,000.

Assembly to Consider
Earned Sick Leave Bill

TRENTON — Assembly Speaker
Vincent Prieto (D-32nd, Secaucus)
has announced the Assembly in Sep-
tember will begin considering earned
sick leave legislation, starting the push
to require employers to provide
earned sick leave to workers in the
state.

The earned sick leave legislation,
A-2354, would allow workers to
accrue one hour of earned sick leave
for every 30 hours worked. Mr.
Prieto said the bill will be consid-
ered by the Assembly Labor Com-
mittee.

Jersey City and Newark recently
adopted earned sick leave ordinances,
along with New York City and Port-
land, Ore. Several other New Jersey
municipalities are considering the
concept. New Jersey would follow
Connecticut, which in 2011 became
the first state to pass legislation re-
quiring employers to allow workers
to earn paid sick leave.

“New Jersey’s middle-class and
working poor have waited far too
long for this basic step forward in
worker rights,” Mr. Prieto said. “I
support every local effort to adopt
this pro-worker policy, but I also feel
strongly that this must be a statewide
policy that helps all workers. This
would especially benefit workers in
the health, education, social services,
hospitality and retail industries and
provide needed assistance to part-
timers, all while improving morale
and reducing the spread of illness in

the workplace. Earned sick leave is a
modern and sensible workplace
policy that is good for business and
will prove crucial to New Jersey’s
economic future, stability and
strength.”

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21st, Westfield) called
the legislation a threat to job growth
and economic development in New
Jersey.

“Another obstacle to employment
is the last thing New Jersey’s
economy needs. I have spoken with
hundreds of business leaders and
they all tell me the same thing. In-
creasing the cost of doing business
makes it difficult for them to hire
employees,” Mr. Bramnick said. “If
we’re going to create jobs and grow
our economy, we have to stop block-
ing the way with costly mandates.
Our top priority right now should be
creating jobs and putting people to
work.”

An estimated 1.1 million New
Jerseyans are unable to earn sick
leave, with nearly one-quarter of
American adults reporting they have
lost a job or been threatened with job
loss for taking time off due to illness
or to care for a sick child or relative,
according to an Assembly Demo-
crats’ press release.

FUTURE COPS...Scotch Plains Councilman Llewellyn Jones and his children
enjoy the police bike during National Night Out last week in the township.

NJ Tax Investigators Seize
Back Taxes From Businesses
TRENTON — New Jersey Di-

vision of Taxation investigators
engaged in various enforcement
actions during July that recov-
ered more than $230,000 in back
taxes.

Taxation investigators from the
Northfield and Neptune Revenue Op-
erations Teams on July 1 participated
in a joint truck surveillance detail
with the New Jersey State Police and
the State Motor Vehicle Commission.
About two dozen out-of-state busi-
nesses were inspected at the Carney’s
Point Weigh Station, and six compa-
nies were assessed $68,860 in back
taxes.

The State Police teamed up with
the same Taxation Investigators
again on July 9 to inspect 46 out-of-
state businesses at the Salem County
weigh station. As a result, seven
companies were assessed $38,500
in back taxes, and two new business
registrations were secured. Five of
the businesses that previously were
inspected and assessed for not pay-
ing taxes were found to be in com-
pliance.

A Taxation field investigator se-
cured $60,466 in taxes from a Long
Branch (Monmouth County) busi-
nessman who was abusing dealer

plates on three classic sports cars
purchased as an investment. The ve-
hicles had dealer tags that were being
used improperly to avoid paying sales
tax. The owner of the cars paid the tax
after being informed of the law re-
garding dealer tags.

On July 15, taxation investigators
from the Northfield Regional Office
seized an Atlantic County restaurant
for failure to pay state taxes. Divi-
sion staff entered the establishment,
served warrants of execution, se-
cured the business and demanded
full payment. The owner paid the
warrant amount due of $65,000, and
the restaurant was allowed to remain
open.

Open Now! 
574 Springfield Avenue, Westfield   •   908-673-7227 

Visit summitmedicalgroup.com for hours and more info.

It’s time to expand your perception 
 of what urgent care can be.

You don’t have to choose a trip to the hospital when struck with a sudden illness or injury. Rely on our experienced team of 
board-certified emergency department physicians and nurses. Our urgent care center also offers these advantages:

   Shorter wait times and less expensive than a regular hospital emergency visit

   Onsite diagnostic capabilities, imaging and lab testing

   A team of specialists readily available for consultation

   Fully coordinated care if follow-up is needed

   1 electronic file connecting your urgent care to your primary care if you are an established patient

Additional services at this site include: orthopedics, physical/occupational/speech therapy, ENT/allergy, and more.

Discover how good urgent care can be at Summit Medical Group’s new Westfield location.

Summit Medical Group now has a  
new urgent care center in Westfield. 

Clarification
The deadline for independent

candidates to file nominating peti-
tions to run for Union County sher-
iff is Wednesday, September 10,
according to Union County Clerk
Joanne Rajoppi. It is the same day
Democrats and Republicans sub-
mit letters announcing their candi-
dates. The election for the full three-
year term will be held in Novem-
ber. The vacancy was created by  the
death of long-time Sheriff Ralph
Froehlich last month.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


