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The Right Combination Of Cutting Edge Technology And The Highest Quality Of Services And Programs
Is The Reason We Are The Preferred Real Estate Company.... If It Is Real Estate Anywhere, We Can Help!
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Roof Repair, Renovations Urged
For Shady Rest at Scotch Hills

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-
tatives from the committee pushing
for preservation of the historic club-
house at Shady Rest at Scotch Hills
urged the township council last week
to make immediate repairs to the
building’s roof and then to consider a
longer-term plan for a more exten-
sive refurbishment.

Following nearly a year of study
and evaluation that resulted in a 269-
page report, historic architect Barton
Ross, who led the evaluation of the
clubhouse for Livingston-based TBR
Architects and Planners, presented
his team’s findings and recommen-
dations at a special workshop session
of the township council on August 6.

Four options of varying costs were
put forth to refurbish the 250-year-
old building, which was originally
known as the Shady Rest Golf and
Country Club and was the country’s
first African-American owned and
operated country club.

Mr. Ross said the first option —
designated Option A in his report and
the apparent choice of members of
the Friends of the Shady Rest com-
mittee —would cost slightly more
than $3.05 million and would entail
restoring the building’s exterior to
the way it looked during its heyday in
the 1920s while upgrading the
facility’s plumbing, electricity, heat-
ing and air-conditioning and light-
ing.

The ground-floor layout would re-

main essentially the same but the
second and third floors, which Mr.
Ross pointed out are currently unus-
able, would be removed in order to
provide what he described as a
“grander lobby” when visitors en-
tered the building and stood under
what would be a cathedral ceiling.
Centuries-old but still usable wooden
floorboards from the second and third
floors would be salvaged and re-used
on the ground floor, he said. Space
also would be made available for a
museum detailing the life of John
Shippen, the resident golf pro at Shady
Rest in the early 20th century and the
first African-American to play pro-
fessional golf.

The building’s leaky roof will need
to be addressed — either short-term
in time for the upcoming winter or
longer-term, Mr. Ross said. A tempo-
rary fix, involving applying hot tar,
would hopefully prevent leaks and
interior damage if next winter proves
to be as cold and snowy as this year’s.
A longer-term roof replacement will
be necessary but there are questions
about whether doing so immediately
is feasible. Councilman William
Vastine last week wondered whether
a completely new and permanent roof
would end up being disturbed as inte-
rior renovations on the building move
forward.

A $138,000 bond ordinance ap-
proved a year ago to finance the ar-
chitectural study also included funds
for a roof at Shady Rest, and when a
resident last week urged the council
to take immediate action, Mayor
Kevin Glover made a motion to use
the bond’s unspent funds for the roof
before Township Clerk Bonnie Lacina
reminded the mayor that no formal
action could be taken at a workshop
session.

During his presentation, Mr. Ross
said there is asbestos in some of the

County to Develop Election
App for Voters, Candidates

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Clerk’s office is moving ahead with
plans to create an election app for
smart phones where county voters
could access election information
such as how to register to vote and
signing up for vote-by-mail ballots.

The county is looking to sign a
two-year contract with Ontario,
Canada-based Purple Forge at a cost
of $45,000. The freeholders will vote
on the contract at their regular meet-
ing tonight.

Deputy County Clerk Nicole
DiRado said Union County will be
the first county in the state to set up an
election app. She said Purple Forge
also has contracts with Sonoma
County and Long Beach, Calif. and
Denver, Colo. and additionally has
done customer service relation apps
for the U.S. House of Representa-
tives.

“We’re very excited about this,”
Ms. DiRado said.

She said the county will be charged
$30,000 for the customization and
development of the app along with an
annual $5,000 maintenance fee. The

county clerk’s office has also built in
another $5,000 to cover anything that
might fall outside the contract. She
said the $30,000 fee includes licens-
ing costs and registration fees for the
Apple and Google Store.

“We’ve never done anything like
this before so we just wanted to be
prepared for anything that may come
up,” Ms. DiRado said of the $5,000
built-in fee.

She said the app would help voters
register to vote and would have a
calendar of important election dead-
lines such as the deadline to register
for a particular election and to submit
vote-by-mail ballot applications. Ms.
DiRado said voters will be able to
type their name and address onto a
form on their iPhone or Android to
apply for vote-by-mail ballots, which
will be sent to the clerk’s office.

Voters also will be provided with
information on where to vote. By
typing in their home address they
would gain access to both their poll-
ing place as well as their sample
election ballot and directions to the
polling place.

In addition, Ms. DiRado said an
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMMUTERS SEE HIKE...The Fanwood Borough Council last week voted to increase the annual fee to park at the
Fanwood train station from $648 to $700 for non-residents. Currently, Scotch Plains residents are the only out-of-towners
parking at the station. Fanwood residents will continue to be charged $360.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WORK IN PROGRESS...Construction continues in downtown Fanwood with
the Fanwood Crossing II retail/residential complex on South Avenue directly
across from the train station.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KEEPING COOL...The spray park at Ponderosa Park in Scotch Plains provides
visitors with relief from summertime temperatures that reached well into the 80s.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ROAD RESURFACING ...Central Avenue between North Avenue and South
Avenue in Westfield was closed Monday, August 11, for necessary paving,
causing traffic congestion in the region.

Scotch Plains to Replace Roof
At Shady Rest Clubhouse

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township
officials will move forward on instal-
lation of a new roof at the historic
clubhouse at the Shady Rest at Scotch
Hills golf course, and hope to have it
in place before winter weather sets
in.

At its conference meeting on Tues-
day night, the township council di-
rected Township Manager Jerry
Giaimis to request bids for the new
roof, opting to repair it on a long-

term basis rather than going with a
shorter-term fix using hot tar to fill in
cracks and holes. When the council
voted unanimously to go forth with
the roof work, the audience burst into
applause. And after the meeting,
Sylvia Hicks, who headed the Friends
of the Shady Rest Committee that has
pushed for rehabilitation of the build-
ing, stood speechless in the hallway
with tears in her eyes.

Last week, the council was pre-
sented with several options for refur-
bishing the 250-year-old building,
which was originally known as the
Shady Rest Golf and Country Club
and was the country’s first African-
American owned and operated coun-
try club. Historic architect Barton
Ross, who led the evaluation of the
clubhouse for Livingston-based TBR
Architects and Planners, presented
four options of varying costs. Mem-
bers of the Shady Rest committee
and members of the township coun-
cil favored the least-expensive op-
tion, one that is estimated to cost
about $3.05 million and would entail
restoring the building’s exterior to
the way it looked during its heyday in
the 1920s while upgrading the
facility’s plumbing, electricity, heat-
ing and air-conditioning and light-
ing.

The building’s ground-floor lay-
out would remain essentially the same
but the second and third floors, which

are currently unusable, would be re-
moved in order to provide what Mr.
Ross described as a “grander lobby”
when visitors entered the building
and stood under what would be a
cathedral ceiling. Space would also
be made available for a museum de-
tailing the life of John Shippen, the
resident golf pro at Shady Rest in the
early 20th century and the first Afri-
can-American to play professional
golf.

While Mr. Giaimis was unable to
provide a specific dollar amount for
the cost of the roof replacement, it
was noted that there are funds avail-
able in a $138,000 bond ordinance
that was approved a year ago to fi-
nance the architectural study.

In other business, Joseph Doyle, a
member of the Business District De-
velopment Committee, briefed coun-
cil members on the group’s work
since its creation in the spring. He
said the seven members have had
“very, very good discussions” so far,
and listed six areas on which they
have been focusing. The first is infra-
structure and design, which Mr. Doyle
said encompasses everything from
sidewalks and storefronts to signs
and benches. The group also is look-
ing at marketing the business district
via promotions, public relations cam-
paigns, a website, mailings and con-
tests. The committee also is examin-
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Westfield Honors Mobile
Meals; OK’s Road Repairs

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — At its regular pub-
lic meeting Tuesday evening, the town
council issued a proclamation prais-
ing Mobile Meals of Westfield, a
non-profit organization dedicated to
providing meals to residents of
Westfield and to residents in the sur-
rounding communities of Clark,
Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood,
Mountainside and Scotch Plains.

The organization, which began in
1968, served its one millionth meal
on July 16 of this year. Mobile Meals
operates Monday through Friday and
serves 60 to 70 people on a daily
basis.

Mayor Andrew Skibitsky read the
proclamation to the audience and
to several members of Mobile Meals
on hand to accept the proclamation,
including Nancy Otchy, president
of Mobile Meals’ Board of Trust-
ees.

“If it wasn’t for our volunteers, we
would never have lasted this long,”
stated Ms. Otchy. “They are good
and faithful people…these people
make it go every day and the rest of
our board members and our treasurer
and the secretary and the representa-
tives from the towns that are here, I
just thank them all for the faithful
service they provide.”

Speaking “on behalf of the Town
Council and the good citizens of the
Town of Westfield,” Mayor Skibitsky
said the council, “hereby commends
and thanks the past and present vol-
unteers, staff members and Board of
Trustees of Mobile Meals of Westfield
for their compassionate vision and
continued service to the community.”

For more information on Mobile
Meals of Westfield, visit
westfieldnj.com/mobilemeals.

The council next approved a bid
from Utility Service Incorporated

(USI) of Rahway for various road
improvements around town in the
amount of $1,082,759.

The contract includes the repair of
several roads in town. The roads to be
repaired are Cowperthwaite Place
from Prospect Street to Elm Street,
Crossway Place from North Avenue
to South Avenue, Dorian Road from
Hyslip Avenue to Lamberts Mill
Road, Elm Street from Walnut Street
to Parking Lot 4, Kimball Avenue
from North Chestnut Street to Baker
Avenue, the entire length of Kimball
Circle, Lawrence Avenue from the
town border to Roanoke Road, Lenox
Avenue from Central Avenue to Elmer
Street and from Stanley Avenue to
South Chestnut Street, South Chest-
nut Street from the town border to
Hillcrest Avenue, South Euclid Av-
enue, Saint Mark’s Avenue from
Stanley Avenue to South Chestnut
Street, Tremont Avenue from Stanley
Avenue to South Chestnut Street, West
Dudley Avenue from Tuttle Parkway
to Clark Street and Woodland Av-
enue from Kimball Avenue to East
Broad Street.

USI also will create a new 30-
space parking lot in Tamaques Park
near the basketball courts.

In other news, during the public
discussion portion of the meeting,
two residents of Windsor Avenue
questioned the mayor and town coun-
cil concerning Westfield police fre-
quently reporting to Windsor Park to
order the residents to leave the park.
All Westfield parks are open from
dawn to dusk.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
reported that the police have re-
sponded to several phone complaints
regarding the park. The mayor, town
administrator and Police Chief David
Wayman will meet with the Windsor
Avenue residents next week to re-
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