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CF Committee Debates
Health of ‘Old Peppy’

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A debate over the
health of “Old Peppy,” the some 200-
year old Pepperidge tree situated in
Lincoln Park, was put forth at the
township committee workshop meet-
ing Monday night.

The tree advisory board said the
trunk of the tree is healthy, tree advi-
sory board member Barbara Krause
said. She said it has not suffered any
damage since a large limb was lost
four or five years ago. Professionals
have said the tree is decaying, Com-
missioner Robert D’Ambola said.
“The recommendation by profession-
als is the tree is done,” Mr. D’Ambola
said.

Commissioner Mary O’Connor
and Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato both
agreed the safety of those in the park
is a concern and agreed the tree needed
to be removed. Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. countered that the tree
has withstood the high winds of Hur-
ricanes Sandy and Irene. “How can
we say this is in imminent danger of
falling?” Mr. Hannen asked.

The township committee has dis-
cussed the fate of “Old Peppy” for

over four years. Seedlings of the tree
have been planted in Lincoln Park
and other areas in town, Commis-
sioner D’ Ambola said.

In other business, there is a petition
online urging the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives to fully fund the Rahway
River Flood Mitigation Study and
plan for 2015 implementation, Mayor
Andis Kalnins said.

The link to the petition is available
at cranford.com/township/.

The newly formed Farmers’ Mar-
ket, held in the downtown across from
the police and fire stations, will take
place again today, Thursday, August
14, from 2 to 7 p.m. with two new
vendors, Commissioner O’Connor
said. The car show also will be held
downtown this evening.

Two positions within the health
department were recommended by
Township Administrator Terence
Wall. The health department has been
one position short, he said. He rec-
ommended appointing a current
health department staff member as a
certified recycling professional as
well as a Clean Communities coordi-
nator.

typing in their home address they
would gain access to both their poll-
ing place as well as their sample
election ballot and directions to the
polling place.

In addition, Ms. DiRado said an
icon would be provided on how to
vote. She said campaign finance dead-
lines for candidates also will be pro-
vided. District maps for voting dis-
tricts in the county will be provided
as well. A candidate section will in-
clude information on where to get
nominating petitions and election
officials with whom they will be
working.

A link will be provided to the Union
County Board of Elections where
information will be provided to per-
sons who would like to be poll work-
ers.

Ms. DiRado said access to the
county clerk’s election results web
page as well as Americans With Dis-
abilities (ADA) access to polling
places also will be offered through
the election app.

In other business, the freeholders
are expected to award a $381,000
contract to Netta Architects of
Mountainside to provide architectural
and engineering design services and
construction and inspection services
for the Warinanco Park rink and new
clubhouse improvement project in
Roselle.

The freeholders also are expected
to vote on awarding a $43,000 con-
tract to CME Associates of Howell to
provide professional planning and
design services for the preparation
and development of the Watchung
Reservation Trails Plan.

Also on tonight’s agenda will be a
resolution to award a $308,294 con-
tract to Rich Picerno Builders, LLC
of Kenilworth for improvements at
Briant Park in Kenilworth.

The board additionally will vote
on laudatory resolutions to John’s
Meat Market of Scotch Plains on its
75th anniversary and to Mobile Meals
of Westfield on the occasion of deliv-
ering its millionth meal.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
COMMUTERS SEE HIKE...The Fanwood Borough Council last week voted to
increase the annual fee to park at the Fanwood train station from $648 to $700
for non-residents. Currently, Scotch Plains residents are the only out-of-towners
parking at the station. Fanwood residents will continue to be charged $360.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
FINDING GOOD BUYS...A happy shopper browses through the merchandise on
display outside Bebe International during the Cranford Sidewalk Sale last
Saturday afternoon.

HELLO FROM NEW ZEALAND...Westfield resident and former
TownAdministrator Ed Gottko takes time to catch up on The Westfield Leader
outside the Auckland, New Zealand museum during a recent trip to New Zealand.
Mr. Gottko, who is serving as president of the American Public Works Associa-
tion, was in Auckland to deliver the keynote address to the Institute of Public
Works Engineering of Australasia Conference.

dents to sign the petition. The link is
found on the homepage —
cranford.com/township.

Salaries and wages for certain po-
sitions in the township were passed
under an ordinance as part of an on-
going effort to “bring some stability
and certainty to positions,” Deputy
Mayor Adubato said.

Paley Construction was awarded
the low bid contract of $766,708 to
complete renovations to the exterior
and first floor of the municipal build-
ing. This is funded by an insurance
settlement from damages caused by
Hurricane Irene, Mayor Kalnins said.

The township’s audit of its finan-
cial records for 2013 was filed under
resolution. Commissioner Tom
Hannen, Jr. said, “Too many of the
recommendations on the report were
carryovers from the previous year.”
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Cranford Firefighters
He said he hopes by next year that,
“all of the recommendations that have
been highlighted by the auditing
firm…will go away completely.”

“From last year to this year, there is
an outstanding reduction in comments
from the auditors,” Deputy Mayor
Adubato said in response.

Annual members of the pool who
have Horizon insurance can be reim-
bursed $15 per month through the
Horizon b Fit program, per the
program’s rules, and as passed under
township ordinance.

This summer, the township began
a Farmers’ Market every Thursday
from 2 to 7 p.m. The market will now
have a new vendor, Four Sisters Win-
ery, from Warren County, and the
committee passed an ordinance to
allow wine tastings at the market
from August 21 to October 30.

Cranford Zoning Bd. OKs
Pool, BP Station Expansion

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – The zoning board
held a brief meeting on Monday evening
and only heard two applications, one
residential and the other commercial.

The board approved the applica-
tion of Robert and Patricia Ciuba of
119 Benjamin Street, which is lo-
cated in a R-4 zone, for a variance to
install a new pool. Mrs. Ciuba said
they have lived in their home for 52
years and they wish to replace their
existing pool with a new 12-by-24-
foot oval one. The town’s ordinance
requires that the pool be 15 feet from
the property line. The new pool will
be 10 feet from the property line. She
said the yard is fenced in and the lot
is 52 feet wide with a two-car garage.

Board member Jeffrey Pistol said,
“Since it will be on the same footprint
and just 10 feet instead of 15 from the
property line, I don’t have a problem
with that.” Board member Robert
Bavasso said, “It’s been there for
years. I would tend to go along with
the variance.”

The next application was a con-
tinuation seeking a final site plan
approval by Igor Pereverzev, the
owner of the BP station on the corner
of North Avenue and Springfield
Avenue. Mr. Pereverzev said he has
owned the station since 2000. He was

represented by attorney Gary
Goodman and Tony Gallerano, an
engineer and planner. Mr. Pereverzev
had received preliminary site plan
approval at a previous meeting, but
the board was concerned about land-
scaping and lighting.

Mr. Gallerano told the board that
the station had three pumps and the
owner wanted to add two more. He
said the repair garage would be elimi-
nated. He said there would be only an
office and restrooms on the property
along with the pumps. He also said
there would be eight recessed light-
ing fixtures at the pumps with a
canopy over the pumps. There would
also be mounted lighting above the
pumps, he added.

Mr. Gallerano said the pumps will
be on two islands. He said a row of
shrubbery will be planted on the north
side of the property. “It will consist of
holly trees and evergreens,” he said.
He also said an additional entrance
will be added on North Avenue. Zon-
ing Officer Robert Hudak asked about
paving. Mr. Pereverzev said he would
repave the blacktop now on the site.

The application was unanimously
approved.

The next meeting of the zoning
board will be Monday, August 25, at
7:45 p.m. at the Cranford Municipal
Building on Springfield Avenue.

verts along the Garwood Brook. He
specifically identified the two under
the bridges at both ends of the
Pathmark parking lot, under the
Raritan Valley rail line and under the
intersection at Lincoln and South
Avenues.

Garwood has been prohibited from
doing any work on the Garwood
Brook, including widening the cul-
verts, by the state Department of
Environmental Protection until
Cranford increases the capacity of
Orchard Brook, which the Garwood
Brook becomes when it enters
Cranford and flows into the Rahway
River.

Mr. Guarriello said the DEP
planned to widen the Orchard Brook
about 10 years ago, but Cranford
residents along the brook refused to
grant easements and Cranford refused
to condemn the property to allow the
work to go through.

If passed, the resolution could be
presented by council members and
residents at the next work session of
Cranford’s Township Council on Sep-
tember 8, Councilwoman Sara
Todisco said.

Several council members expressed
dismay when Councilman Lou
Petruzzelli informed them that the
$3.2-million Athletic Field Complex,
more than 15 months behind sched-
ule, still has no projected completion
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Garwood Council
date.

Several issues remain, Mr.
Petruzzelli said, including the still
awaited delivery of two doors – one
interior and one exterior, roofing and
drywall installation at the clubhouse.
Additionally, standing water has been
noticed on the baseball field and bas-
ketball court, likely requiring the re-
grading of both.

Some facilities are ready for use,
but Mr. Petruzzelli wants the whole
project completed before the bor-
ough takes possession.

“I won’t accept it just to be done
with it,” Mr. Petruzzelli said. “For all
this time, it better be perfect.”

In other actions, the council re-
stored Chief Financial Officer Sandy
Bruns to full-time status. At its June
24 meeting, the council voted to re-
tain Ms. Bruns for an indefinite pe-
riod at reduced hours after she had
informed them she was taking an-
other position.

“The other job didn’t work out,”
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said after the meeting.

The council also learned from a
letter from Mr. Guarriello read by
Mayor Quattrocchi that an eight-foot
section of sanitary sewer along Lo-
cust Avenue was cracked and would
have to be replaced. Mrs. Quattrocchi
said Mr. Guarriello had one estimate,
but was seeking a second.

Brian Trusdell for The Westfield Leader
HAZARD UPDATES...Garwood emergency coordinator Emmit Garner briefs
the borough council at its Tuesday meeting about his work to update the town's
hazard action plan.

Wayman will  meet with the Windsor
Avenue residents next week to re-
solve the issue.

The council also approved the
demolition of single-family dwell-
ings located at 56 Tamaques Way, 47
Woodbrook Circle, 785 Lenape Trail,
881 Lamberts Mill Road, 509 Boule-
vard, 867 Willow Grove Road, 106
Surrey Lane and 1001 Harding Street;
a single-family dwelling and detached
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Westfield Road Repairs
garage located at 316 Saint Georges
Place and a detached garage located
at 712 Standish Avenue.

The next town council confer-
ence session open to the public is
scheduled for Tuesday, September
2, at 7 p.m., at the municipal build-
ing. The conference session will be
immediately followed by the
council’s regular public meeting at
7:45 p.m.
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Union County Freeholders

Scotch Plains To Replace Roof
At Shady Rest Clubhouse

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Township offi-
cials will move forward on installation of
a new roof at the historic clubhouse at the
Shady Rest at Scotch Hills golf course,
and hope to have it in place before winter
weather sets in.

At its conference meeting on Tuesday
night, the township council directed
Township Manager Jerry Giaimis to re-
quest bids for the new roof, opting to
repair it on a long-term basis rather than
going with a shorter-term fix using hot tar
to fill in cracks and holes. When the
council voted unanimously to go forth
with the roof work, the audience burst
into applause. And after the meeting,
Sylvia Hicks, who headed the Friends of
the Shady Rest Committee that has pushed
for rehabilitation of the building, stood
speechless in the hallway with tears in her
eyes.

Last week, the council was presented
with several options for refurbishing the
250-year-old building, which was origi-
nally known as the Shady Rest Golf and
Country Club and was the country’s first
African-American owned and operated
country club. Historic architect Barton
Ross, who led the evaluation of the club-
house for Livingston-based TBR Archi-
tects and Planners, presented four op-
tions of varying costs. Members of the
Shady Rest committee and members of
the township council favored the least-
expensive option, one that is estimated to
cost about $3.05 million and would entail
restoring the building’s exterior to the
way it looked during its heyday in the
1920s while upgrading the facility’s
plumbing, electricity, heating and air-
conditioning and lighting.

The building’s ground-floor layout
would remain essentially the same but
the second and third floors, which are
currently unusable, would be removed in
order to provide what Mr. Ross described
as a “grander lobby” when visitors en-
tered the building and stood under what
would be a cathedral ceiling. Space would
also be made available for a museum
detailing the life of John Shippen, the
resident golf pro at Shady Rest in the
early 20th century and the first African-
American to play professional golf.

While Mr. Giaimis was unable to pro-
vide a specific dollar amount for the cost
of the roof replacement, it was noted that
there are funds available in a $138,000-
bond ordinance that was approved a year
ago to finance the architectural study.

In other business, Joseph Doyle, a

member of the Business District Devel-
opment Committee, briefed council mem-
bers on the group’s work since its cre-
ation in the spring. He said the seven
members have had “very, very good dis-
cussions” so far, and listed six areas on
which they have been focusing. The first
is infrastructure and design, which Mr.
Doyle said encompasses everything from
sidewalks and storefronts to signs and
benches. The group is also looking at
marketing the business district via pro-
motions, public relations campaigns, a
website, mailings and contests. The com-
mittee is also examining the township’s
land-use ordinances to see if any changes
might need to be made, although Mr.
Doyle, a member of the planning board,
said it did not appear that there is any
“pressing need” for alterations.

The group is also considering eco-
nomic incentives to offer to merchants to
assist them as part of a general upgrading
of the business district. Mr. Doyle also
said the committee was reviving discus-
sions about a jitney service, something
that was considered more than a decade
ago. And the group is also examining
details of the Main Street program, the
nationally-based effort for revitalizing
downtowns that has been used success-
fully by towns such as Westfield and
Somerville. Mr. Doyle said the down-
town business group will also look to see
what ground might have been covered by
the now-comatose Special Improvement
District and whether “any productive
work they did” might be able to be imple-
mented.

Mayor Kevin Glover questioned Mr.
Doyle about what the Mayor called a
“troubling” memorandum that was sent
by committee member Jeffrey Lehrer,
who is also the township attorney, to
Councilman William Vastine and Mr.
Giaimis that included ideas for the com-
mittee to work on. Besides saying that the
memorandum should have been shared
with all members of the council, the mayor
pointed to several specific items includ-
ing one that called for the municipal
building to be moved from Park Avenue
to the property now occupied by the Jade
Isle restaurant on Terrill Road or behind
Park Middle School.

The mayor referenced the Lehrer
memorandum to there being “no sacred
cows,” telling Mr. Doyle, “None of us
know how far-reaching you might be.”

Mr. Doyle said the memorandum was
not an official committee document, and
that relocating the municipal building
had been discussed several years ago.


