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Essex Water Color Club
Hosts Paul McCormack

LIVINGSTON — The Essex Wa-
ter Color Club, now in the 83rd year
of continuous activity in the water-
color painting community, an-
nounced its monthly meeting will
feature a demonstration by New Jer-
sey artist, Paul W. McCormack. The
meeting will be held on Sunday, Sep-
tember 14, from 2-4 p.m. at the
Livingston Senior Community Cen-
ter, 204 Hillside Avenue, Livingston.

The demonstration is open to the
public and is free to members and $5
for non-members and guests. Refresh-
ments will be served. For further in-
formation, contact John Wolff, (973)
994-1597 or visit www.ewcclub.com

Paul W. McCormack was born in
Rahway and received his formal art
training at DuCret School of the Arts
where he later became a faculty mem-
ber. Displaying equal skill and depth
with his works in both oils and water-
colors, he has exhibited widely with

various establishments; these include
the National Arts Club (NYC), the
Salmagundi Club (NYC), the Ameri-
can Watercolor Society, the Montclair
Arts Museum (N.J.), the Noyes Mu-
seum (N.J.) and the Butler Institute
of American Art (Ohio). Mr.
McCormack is also an elected mem-
ber of the Allied Artists of America,
the New Jersey Watercolor Society
and the Hudson Valley Art Associa-
tion.

Mr. McCormack’s 30 years of ex-
perience in painting portraits has
earned him national recognition as a
fine artist. His heartfelt dedication to
his art has earned him representation
among some of the top portrait artists
in the world at “Portraits Inc.” in New
York City. Paul is also the current
President of ACOPAL, America
China Oil Painting Artists League.
Throughout the years he has been the
recipient of many awards, and his
paintings and articles on portraiture
have been published in some of
America’s leading art magazines and
books; most recently being given the
Silver Medal Award by the Oil Paint-
ers of America.

Mr. McCormack currently resides
in Beacon, N.Y. where he teaches
watercolor and oil portraiture. For
more information visit
www.mccormackstudios.com.

LOCAL ARTIST...The Essex Water Color Club announced its monthly meeting
will feature a demonstration by New Jersey artist, Paul W. McCormack on
Sunday, September 14.

Deutscher Club to
Host Sommerfest

CLARK – The Deutscher Club
of Clark will host Sommerfest on
Sunday, August 10, from noon to 6
p.m. The Deutscher Club is located
at 787 Featherbed Lane, Clark, Exit
135 off the Garden State Parkway.

Admission will be $5 per per-
son, and free for children under 12.
The event is open to the public and
will be held rain or shine under a
large covered pavilion.

Music will be provided by
Bernie’s Orchestra. German and
American food and beverages will
be available. No outside food or
beverages will be permitted.

No skates, skateboards, scoot-
ers, bicycles or glass containers are
allowed. No pets are allowed at any
time. For more information, call
(732) 574-8600 or visit
deutscherclub.us.

“Lucy”
 Mind over Matter

3 and ½ popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

If through some time warp Albert
Einstein happened to be in the theater
where you were enjoying the thrills,
wit and wisdom of auteur Luc
Besson’s “Lucy,” chances are you’d
hear the physicist pause from his
popcorn munching and yell, “That’s
what I’m saying.” There is a grand
conceit in this finely directed amal-
gam of action and intelligence, ex-
hilarating on both counts. You leave
the cinema thinking that finally you
understand the theory of relativity
and the very essence and meaning of
life. So, that’s good.

More heartening yet, in one scene,
after imbibing what is essentially a
modern equivalent of the forbidden
fruit Eve chomped back in the Gar-
den of Eden, Lucy informs, “We never
truly die.” Hmm, this seems promis-
ing, too. She also pungently relates
that one and one aren’t two, but don’t
try that thought on your creditors.
Other provocative theories abound in
what is essentially a feature length
clearing house for a kaleidoscopic
array of hypotheses about our exist-
ence mixed in with a shoot-em-up
gangster/drug saga.

If Mr. Besson’s imaginative grand
tour of practically everything under
the sun had been produced in the late
1960s, odds are it would have
spawned a religion, maybe a cult, or
some such group that ate sprouts and
granola while spouting the film’s ex-
istentialism. But as we’ve pretty much
moved away from such faddish adu-
lation, after a respectable amount of
mulling, coffee table discussion and
perhaps wishing we had matriculated
at M.I.T., the only thing we’re sure of
is that this is one heck of an entertain-
ing movie.

Meet Lucy, the common woman
tossed into extraordinary circum-
stances, superbly imagined by
Scarlett Johansson. Studying in
Taipei, she’s fallen in with the wrong
kind of dude, a disingenuous, two-bit
drug runner who tricks the unsus-
pecting gal into making one of his
deliveries. Hoodwinked, she’s shang-
haied and becomes a mule for Mr.
Jang, a Korean drug lord venom-
ously played by Min-sik Choi. Gosh,
this looks inextricably bad.

However, as one of the film’s many
philosophical threads assures, knowl-
edge is everything. In short, even
despicable Mr. Jang doesn’t know
what this new drug, CPH4, he plans
to unload on young folks throughout
the world is really capable of wreak-
ing. Unfortunately or fortunately for
Lucy, depending on your point of
view, we’re about to get an education
into the substance’s properties. When
a bag of the chemical that’s sewed
into her tummy breaks, she becomes
the guinea pig-turned-explorer. Hold
on to your hat.

Lucy is soon getting smarter by the
second. CPH4, you see, derived from
the belly of women in their sixth
month of pregnancy, is the ultimate

teacher…the stuff by which all known
information is transferred. Synthe-
sized to an astronomical potency by
evil scientists, we’ve no idea where
its powers might lead. But a careen-
ing roller-coaster with our title char-
acter at the controls is soon taking us
on a scintillating trip…a frightening,
enlightening and ultimately satisfy-
ing sojourn into the realms of human
possibility.

To put things in perspective and
eventually supply Lucy with a coun-
selor/mentor, the story introduces
Morgan Freeman as Professor
Norman, M.D., Ph.D., who, in the
opening scene, addresses an august
body on the potentiality of the human
brain. Stating that we currently only
use 10 percent of our gray matter, he
proposes what our abilities might then
be at 20 percent, 30 percent, and so
forth. Lucy becomes unexpected
proof of his extrapolations.

I won’t spoil it by outlining just
what feats of strength and intellect
Lucy is soon capable of performing.
But to borrow a mode of comparison
from “Annie Get Your Gun,” what-
ever the superheroes can do, Lucy
can do as well…if not better.

Matters get rather complicated. Be-
cause words probably don’t yet exist
that might describe what heavy
changes Lucy is soon going through,
a stupendous display of special ef-
fects replete with no small amount of
psychedelia zooms us up and down
the theoretical time continuum. Such
is Lucy’s awesomely challenging
Wonderland.

Although there are some stated con-
clusions, matters are generally left
open to conjecture…a humanistic plot
stratagem that allows both creation-
ists and evolutionists to form their
own postulations. It’s all part and
parcel of the film’s scientific
spiritualism…a devotion to our spe-
cies that both discounts and celebrates
the very idea of us.

It is all achieved in an efficient 90
minutes. This includes oodles of mur-
der and mayhem sure to please blood-
thirsty folk who couldn’t care less
about cerebral content while simul-
taneously illustrating why it behooves
us to evolve from such proclivities.

Though director Besson deserves
kudos for balancing the right and left
brain elements of the story with no-
table aplomb, I’d be hard put to think
of an actress who could have mixed
the crime yin with the sci-fi yang
better than Miss Johansson does. Her
award-worthy performance sees to it
that “Lucy” improves our minds.

…
“Lucy,” rated R, is a Universal Pic-

tures release directed by Luc Besson
and stars Scarlett Johansson, Morgan
Freeman and Min-sik Choi. Running
time: 90 minutes

is up to Zurich followed by four
days in Milan. From there, he will
head to Ljubljana, the capital of
Slovenia, and then on to the Bul-
garian capital of Sofia. As long as
there are no security concerns, my
son will take a train to the Turkish
town of Cerkezkoy and then board
a bus for the three-hour ride to
Istanbul.

From there, he will head up to
Romania and spend some time with
family friends who live in
Transylvania. Then it is on to
Budapest, Vienna, Prague and Ber-
lin before a stop in Bonn, Germany,
birthplace of my son’s favorite com-
poser, Beethoven. Then he will head
to Belgium before backtracking to
Strasbourg and Paris. From there,
he plans to trek up through
Amsterdam and Copenhagen. Then
he will catch a train to the northern
tip of Denmark from which he will
take a 24-hour boat ride at the end
of October to the Faroe Islands, a
small archipelago situated midway
between Iceland and Norway. After
a week there, he will find his way
back to London, where a plane ticket
awaits him for a mid-November
flight back to the U.S.A.

What’s the appeal of traveling?

For my son, I am betting it is a
combination of exploration, educa-
tion, intellectual stimulation and
experiencing cultures far different
than —and in some cases, far supe-
rior to —suburban New Jersey and
the U.S. Over there, people con-
verse rather than engross them-
selves in their smart phones. They
eat meals at a leisurely pace. They
actually take vacation time, and
enjoy it. Their drivers are as awful
if not worse than ours, but their
day-to-day lives do not seem as
stressful as ours. No wonder so
many European countries score at
the top in polls measuring the hap-
piness of their citizens.

I kept teasing my son that I would
be happy to accompany him on his
grand tour of Europe but I knew
that after years of traveling together,
it was time for him to go off on his
own. Hopefully, he picked up a few
tips along the way that will help
him deal with any mix-ups, foul-
ups, cancellations and other prob-
lems along the way. I am already
counting down the days until his
November return but after years of
being the most well-traveled mem-
ber of the family, I am happy to pass
the torch to the next generation.
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Travel: Off to Europe
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One Popcorn, Poor  — Two Popcorns, Fair — Three Popcorns, Good — Four Popcorns, Excellent

WF Teachers Hone Tech
Skills Over Summer

WESTFIELD — Westfield Public
School teachers may have closed their
classroom doors in June, but 65 of
them voluntarily returned as students
themselves in instructional technol-
ogy workshops this summer. The
teachers focused on honing their skills
under the expert guidance of
Westfield’s Master Technology teach-
ers Jeanine Gottko and Adam Pizzi.

“I took two of Jeanine Gottko’s
Tech Professional Development
workshops this summer, one in June,
and one in July, and was really glad
that I did,” stated Carole Stavitski,
school nurse/health educator at
Westfield High School, a participant
in the ‘Guide to Getting the Most out
of Your iPad’ workshop led by Ms.
Gottko.

“The workshop was chock-full of
ideas for apps for classroom use for
enrichment, or projects, or research,”
continued Ms. Stavitski. “I also at-
tended ‘Social Media for Professional

Development,’ which focused on
Twitter, Pinterest, and Google Plus. I
loved this workshop! Today every-
one is making connections within the
educational field via Twitter. It was
interesting to learn the implications
for education.”

Courses taught by Ms. Gottko and
Mr. Pizzi also included Classroom
Collaborative Tools K-12; Google
Apps for Beginners: Docs, Forms
and Presentations; Elementary Online
Curriculum Resources; Digital
Storytelling K-12, which explored
the latest platforms to utilize in stu-
dent produced videos; and Flipping
your K-12 Classroom, which utilizes
technology to enhance student learn-
ing inside and outside the classroom.

Mr. Pizzi and Ms. Gottko continue
to offer Professional Development
courses during the school year after
dismissal, as well as to provide assis-
tance to teachers with projects in the
classroom.

SOCIAL BRAWL…Katy Cockrell of Scotch Plains, as Aunt Eller, stops the box
social brawl in New Jersey Youth Theatre’s summer production of Oklahoma!
Morgan Mack from Matawan and Jacqueline Daaleman from Westfield assist
Niamh O’Donovan from Cranford as she recovers from a swoon. For more
information on NJYT visit www.njyouththeatre.org.

Hudson Shakespeare Co.’s
Pericles, Prince of Tyre

KENILWORTH - A wandering king
looking for love and family, a jousting
tournament for a princess’ hand, Greek
dances, bold assassins, goofy pirates,
and a visit to a down on its luck brothel
with a dash of divine intervention punc-
tuate Hudson Shakespeare Company’s
production of Pericles, Prince of Tyre,
by William Shakespeare and George
Wilkens.

The final installment in its 23rd
season of Traveling Shakespeare in
the Parks program, directed by Noelle
Fair, will be performed at the
Kenilworth Public Library on Thurs-
day, August 14, at 7:30 p.m. The li-
brary is located at 548 Boulevard,
Kenilworth.

The production is the final install-
ment of the 11th annual “Bard on the
Boulevard” series at Kenilworth Li-
brary.

Shakespeare’s great adventure story
is about the King of Tyre who travels
to exotic lands in search of a bride and
the unexpected turns of fate which
steers his life in remarkable ways.
Pericles is full of exotic locales and
provides a visual feast for the audi-
ence as we sail from coast to coast
meeting an eclectic cast of characters.
Pericles is full of murder plots, joust-
ing knights, belly dancing, magic, love,
loss, hope – and – most of all – pirates!

According to director, Noelle Fair,
this quote from the show perfectly
encapsulates her vision take on the
show: “And what ensues in this fell
storm, Shall for itself perform. I will
relate, action may conveniently the
rest convey; Which might not what by
me is told. In your imagination hold...”
(Gower, Act 2, v)”

Ms. Fair adds, “One could choose
to let these speeches serve as they are,
but we thought it would be more fun to
tell you, and show you, said Noelle
Fair, the director of the production.
“We’re using music and physical
storytelling to help the audience along

the way. We create shipwrecks and
other magical feats by using simple
elements like wooden dowels, pretty
umbrellas, blue scraps of fabric and
variety of international music. I’m
hoping to deepen certain character
moments, elaborate on other points
within the story, and to also display
the depth of these events and show
how integral they are to the pay off at
the end.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before August 27,
2014 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for “Rental of Equipment for
Leaf and Branch Pick Up” in accordance
with the Specifications and Information to
Bidders prepared by the Township. At that
time and place, such bids will be publicly
opened and read aloud. No bids shall be
received other than at the time and place
herein designated for their receipt, unless
mailed to the Township Clerk for receipt at
the designated time and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk upon payment of
$25 for each complete set of documents,
which sum is non-refundable. Written ques-
tions regarding the bid specifications may
be submitted to Bozena Lacina, Township
Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 no later than five (5)
days before the date set forth in the forego-
ing paragraph for receipt of bids.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten percent (10%) of
the bid, but in no case in excess of twenty
thousand dollars ($20,000), must be sub-
mitted with the bid guaranteeing that if a
contract is awarded, the bidder shall ex-
ecute the contract. Because bidders will
be proposing an hourly rate as their re-
spective bid, the Township has determined
that the bid bond under these circum-
stances should be in the amount of $5000.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“Rental of Equipment for Leaf and
Branch Pick Up”

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-13.2.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Jerry Giaimis
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 8/7/14, The Times Fee: $57.63

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

NOTICE is hereby given that sealed bids
will be received by the Township of Scotch
Plains, in the County of Union, State of
New Jersey, at the office of the Township
Clerk, Scotch Plains Municipal Building,
430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New
Jersey, 07076 (ATTN: Bozena Lacina,
Township Clerk) on or before August 27,
2014 at 10:00 a.m. prevailing time or as
soon thereafter as the matter may be
reached, for “ Rental of Equipment and
Operators for Snow Plowing” in accor-
dance with the Specifications and Infor-
mation to Bidders prepared by the Town-
ship. At that time and place, such bids will
be publicly opened and read aloud. No
bids shall be received other than at the
time and place herein designated for their
receipt, unless mailed to the Township
Clerk for receipt at the designated time
and place.

Copies of the Bid Documents may be
obtained during regular business hours
from the Township Clerk upon payment of
$25 for each complete set of documents,
which sum is non-refundable. Written ques-
tions regarding the bid specifications may
be submitted to Bozena Lacina, Township
Clerk, at 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains,
New Jersey 07076 no later than five (5)
days before the date set forth in the forego-
ing paragraph for receipt of bids.

A certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond in the amount of ten percent (10%) of
the bid, but in no case in excess of twenty
thousand dollars ($20,000), must be sub-
mitted with the bid guaranteeing that if a
contract is awarded, the bidder shall ex-
ecute the contract. Because bidders will
be proposing an hourly rate as their re-
spective bid, the Township has determined
that the bid bond under these circum-
stances should be in the amount of $5000.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and all other appli-
cable statutes, laws or regulations.

Bidders are required to submit a valid
Business Registration Certificate from the
State of New Jersey Department of Trea-
sury, Division of Revenue.

Each bid shall be enclosed in a sealed
envelope addressed to the Township Clerk,
bearing the name and address of the bid-
der, upon which shall be designated:

“Rental of Equipment and Operators
for Snow Plowing”

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any and all bids under the provisions of
N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-13.2.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF
UNION AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Jerry Giaimis
Township Manager

Bozena Lacina
Township Clerk

1 T - 8/7/14, The Times Fee: $58.14

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


