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Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROPER DISPOSAL…A worker in a protective suit helps out during the Union
County hazardous materials collection event held Saturday morning at Union
County Vocational-Technical Schools in Scotch Plains.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PAYING TRIBUTE…Danny V’s 52nd Street, a Billy Joel tribute band, enter-
tains a large crowd on July 30 at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside during the
Union County free Summer Arts Festival. The concerts continue all summer long
every Wednesday beginning at 7:30 p.m.
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Parties Have Until Sept. 10
To File Sheriff Candidates

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY — Following the pass-
ing of long-time Union County Sher-
iff Ralph Froehlich two weeks ago,
officials are reviewing the legal pro-
cess of holding a special election to fill
the vacancy. State Assemblyman Jo-
seph Cryan (D-20th, Union), who
serves as undersheriff, has been named
acting county sheriff in the interim.

Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi told The Scotch Plains-Fan-
wood Times her office is in the pro-
cess of reviewing the legal state
statutes for holding the special elec-
tion. She said the election, to be on
the General Election ballot in No-
vember, will be for a full, three-
year term and not for the two years
left on Sheriff Froehlich’s unex-
pired term. There also will not be
any Primary for the position, Ms.
Rajoppi explained.

“We are proceeding. The General
Election ballot will be drawn on
Monday according to statute. The
political parties have to September
10 to select sheriff candidates,” Ms.
Rajoppi told The Times through an
e-mail.

According to state statute 40A: 9-
102, the election has to occur this
November as Sheriff Froehlich’s
death occurred more than 37 days
prior to the General Election. Had it
occurred within 37 days or less, the
election would have occurred in No-
vember of 2015.

All candidates for sheriff have to
by state statute be a resident of both
New Jersey and Union County for at

least three years.
Union County Republican Chair-

man Glenn Mortimer said his party
is looking for sheriff candidates.

“We are actively seeking a candi-
date for sheriff, but no one has come
forward yet,” Mr. Mortimer said. He
said the committee is looking for
someone “preferably with a law en-
forcement background.”

Mr. Mortimer invites any regis-
tered Republican to call the county
GOP headquarters if they are inter-
ested in running.

“I am happy to have them call
me,” Mr. Mortimer said. He added
that if multiple people apply the
GOP will screen the candidates and
decide on a candidate to appear on
the ballot.

Calls to Assemblyman Jerry Green
(D-22nd, Plainfield), Union County
Democratic Committee chairman,
were not returned.

Sheriff Froehlich passed away July
20 at Trinitas Regional Medical Cen-
ter. He had served as sheriff since
1978 and was the longest-serving
sheriff in state history.

Assemblyman Cryan is one of
three undersheriffs who served un-
der Sheriff Froehlich and is regarded
as the most likely candidate on the
Democratic ticket for sheriff.

If he is elected sheriff he would
have to resign from the state Assem-
bly and the party would appoint a
new Assembly member to serve until
the next General Election in Novem-
ber 2015. The 20th Legislative Dis-
trict includes Elizabeth, Hillside,
Roselle and Union.

BH BOE Discusses Self-
Assessment, Anti-Bullying

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

BERKELEY HEIGHTS – The
board of education met July 24 and
saw two PowerPoint presentations,
one on the results of a district self-
assessment program on anti-bully-
ing and the other on the Mary Kay
McMillin Early Childhood Center.

The anti-bullying report was pre-
sented by Michael Riley, a Colum-
bia Middle School teacher, and anti-
bullying coordinator Mary Ann
McAdam, supervisor of special edu-
cation.

The report consisted of a district
self-assessment outlining reported
cases of HIB (harassment, intimi-
dation and bullying), investigation
and confirmed cases. District in-
vestigations for the 2012-2013
school year totaled 106, with only
35 confirmed cases. In the 2013-
2014 school year, 103 reports were
investigated, resulting in 38 con-
firmed cases.

Last year’s assessment rubric was
revised and distributed by the New
Jersey State Commissioner of Edu-

cation. The district HIB specialists
met with the HIB coordinator to
review changes to the document.
The HIB specialists met with their
school safety teams to complete the
assessment. Results were scored and
forwarded to the anti-bullying co-
ordinator. The results are included
in an electronic report due to the
New Jersey Department of Educa-
tion (NJDOE) by the end of Sep-
tember. Once the reports are re-
viewed and approved by the
NJDOE, districts are required to
post the score on the district website.

In meeting the goals of the pro-
gram, a perfect score would be 78.
The district average in 2012-2013
was 62/75, which equals 83 percent
of the goals being met. In 2013-
2014, the district average was 67/
78, which equals 86 percent of the
goals met.

Student programs and staff train-
ing consisted of the school-based
group Rachel’s Challenge; Paula
Rust; a parent group, as well as
suicide-prevention and bimonthly
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SP Candidates Explain Why
They Want to Serve on BOE

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Editor’s Note: The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times contacted candidates
for school board in our coverage
area this past week who had not sub-
mitted information on their candida-
cies. Those candidates who we were
not able to reach or for which we had
no contact information are invited to
submit information on their candida-
cies to editor@goleader.com.

REGION — As the summer be-
gins to wind down and the Novem-
ber election approaches, candidates
have recently filed to run for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education. Candidates explained
why they want to serve on the board
and the qualifications they bring to
the table.

Four Scotch Plains residents are
seeking two seats on the board while
one incumbent is seeking reelec-
tion to her Fanwood seat.

Warren McFall has served six
years on the board, but with all of
the changes in Trenton that have
impacted funding, he feels that there
is more to accomplish. He said

schools are not receiving enough
funding to meet the demands for
special-education services.

“There is a lot more to do on the
board,” Mr. McFall said. “We have
to satisfy the people of Scotch Plains
and Fanwood.”

The father of three children who
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Cranford, Garwood Cands.
Seeking School Bd. Seats

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Six Cranford resi-
dents are seeking three seats on the
board of education in this November’s
election while four incumbents are run-
ning for the Garwood school board.

A retired lawyer who is now a teacher,
Michael Caulfield has served on the
board since 2003. Now vice-president
of the board, he has been a part of the
Policy and Curriculum committees.

“What’s motivating me to want to
continue waving a flag for any particu-
lar issue is I want to continue to partici-
pate and contribute as a citizen of Cran-
ford and participate in public education
endeavors,” said Mr. Caulfield, who
has lived in Cranford since 1988.

Although he has several areas of
interest, he said that special education
is one of his main focuses since he is
currently a special-education teacher
in Irvington.

“Overall, my guiding principles are
to make sure residents of Cranford and
their children are all served in the school
system and getting the very best pro-
vided to them,” he said.

Mr. Caulfield also wants to continue
tracking each student’s progress and
ensuring that all students — regardless
of their academic achievement — re-
ceive equal attention.

Serving on the board for the past
nine years, JoAnn Boyle described
education as a “shared responsibility”

Brian Horton for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JUNIOR FIREFIGHTER...Firefighter Dan Piccola of the Fanwood Fire Department helps 7-year-old Devin Pedrero of
Fanwood as he tries on a fireman’s helmet with his friends in Fanwood’s Ladder 1 at the National Night Out observance
in Fanwood’s LaGrande Park Tuesday night.

Fred T. Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
YOUNG RIDER...A future officer tries on a police motorcycle for size at
Tuesday’s National Night Out celebration in Scotch Plains.

FW Rejects Curbside Recycling Bids;
Hikes Non-Resident RR Station Fees

By LANCE TUPPER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At an agenda meet-
ing featuring several spirited ex-
changes among its members Tues-
day night, the borough council re-
jected bids received for the curbside
collection of recyclables and for the
construction of the proposed skate-
board park, and discussed signifi-
cantly increasing annual permit fees
for non-residents parking at the
Fanwood train station. All permits
currently are held by Fanwood and
Scotch Plains residents.

The three-year curbside recycling

pickup bid submitted by Joseph
Smentkowski, Inc. of Jersey City
stipulated a cost of $265,614 in year
one, escalating roughly $3,000 per
year to $271,334 in year three.

Councilman Kevin Boris, advocat-
ing for the bid’s approval, said the
cost per household would equate to
about $106 per year, or $9 per month.

“I would pay $9 a month to get
curbside pickup. I’m just putting it
out there. Listen, I think there’s got to
be a lot of public discussion about
this. And we can’t just up and redo
the recycling center. There are a lot of
people that would say, ‘Oh sure, I’ll

pay $9 a month,’” Mr. Boris said.
As a retort to Mr. Boris’ comment

that the issue of funding the recycling
center was “swept under the rug,”
Councilman Dennis Levine, finance
committee chairman, said the
borough’s 2-percent budget-cap con-
straints necessitate rejection of the
bid.

“We’re at the cap limit. If you add
this to the budget you will have to
reduce by some like amount some-
thing else. And that’s the issue,” Mr.
Levine said.

Mr. Boris said he believes Mr.
Levine unilaterally decided to keep
this line item out of the budget.  Re-
sponding again to Mr. Boris, Mr.
Levine said the issue of recycling
expenditures was raised at the time
the budget was being prepared ear-
lier this year and will be raised again
in future budget preparation meet-
ings.

Councilmen Jack Molenaar and
Tom Kranz, siding with Mr. Boris,
vigorously called for further discus-
sion, including public hearings, on
this topic next year. Mayor Colleen
Mahr, seeking to mediate the debate,
agreed that the council should con-
sider all recycling options going for-
ward and be prepared to address the
matter as part of next year’s budget
process. She said in the meantime,
the council will reject the bid and
continue to subsidize the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Recycling Association
to the tune of $40,000 this year.

During the public safety report,
the council contemplated increas-
ing the annual fee to park at the train
station to as high as $800 for non-
residents, while slightly lowering the
annual rate to $350 for borough resi-
dents. The borough currently charges
a yearly rate of $648 and $360 for
non-residents and borough residents,
respectively.

Mr. Levine and Councilman
Russell Huegel said the law of supply
and demand allows the council the
opportunity to raise rates significantly
for non-residents. Mr. Huegel said
the borough bears all the expenses of
maintaining the parking lots. “It’s
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