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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee unanimously ap-
proved a nearly $35-million 2014
budget, Tuesday, that would raise
taxes 0.56 percent. An average
assessed home of $181,600
would see approximately an $11
increase in taxes.

Commissioner Thomas Hannen,
Jr. said he had concerns with the
budget process, including “not
finding out what our actual cap
was going to be until early
March…It puts us behind the eight
ball.”

“Another concern I have is the
aggressive anticipation of rev-
enues we used this year to bal-
ance the tax levy. This may put
us in a position next year of not
being able to use money out of
surplus to keep the tax levy down,
as we were able to use this year,”
he said.

“We can only anticipate rev-
enues that are actually received,”
Deputy Mayor Lisa Adubato re-
sponded.

She said the new chief financial
officer has since established new
guidelines for the budget pro-
cess.

“We feel we are on solid foot-
ing,” Ms. Adubato said. “I do
understand the concerns, but I
do not feel they are well founded.”

Mayor Andis Kalnins added, “I
think we are in much better fi-
nancial shape than in 2010.” He
said the township had a $500,000
surplus in 2010.

In other business, after Union
County College (UCC) last week
made a statement that it was
postponing its plan to remove
some 700 trees on its Cranford
campus to make way for an ath-
letic field complex, residents of
Colby Lane asked the township
committee Monday how they can
stay informed of UCC’s future
actions on the project. They feel
UCC has not been a “good neigh-
bor” and are afraid the college

will act without notifying the
township or residents.

Pittsfield Street resident Bar-
bara Krause said UCC had sent
out in late March a request for
bids to tree companies, asking
for bids to remove 700 trees.

Mayor Kalnins said the town-
ship is continuing to research the
project, including determining if
the forested land is protected
and the back fees owed by UCC
to the township for services ren-
dered. Commissioner Thomas
Hannen Jr. added that the col-
lege may not have full immunity
from the township zoning laws
and is being looked into.

“I want to prevent seeing tons
of personal property thrown into
the garbage again,” Commis-
sioner Robrt D’Ambola said. “UCC
is a learning institution, yet they
have not learned anything from
Irene and Sandy.”

As a part of FEMA funding for
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QUESTIONS ON UCC FIELD...Cranford Township Commissioner Robert
D'Ambola holds up the phone number of Stephen Nacco, administrative services
vice-president and executive assistant to the president of Union County College
asking for people to call Mr. Nacco with questions regarding the sports complex
proposed on the Cranford campus.  Mr. Nacco’s  phone number is (908) 709-
7005.

Garwood Council Adopts
$7.6 Mil. Municipal Budget

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood Bor-
ough Council adopted a $7.6-
million budget on Tuesday, ap-
proving the spending plan that
will raise taxes approximately
$39 on an average home as-
sessed at $100,000.

The council passed the mea-
sure 5 to 1 after rejecting a
suggestion by the lone dissenter,
Councilman Jim Mathieu, and
three residents, who wanted to
reduce the surplus by an addi-
tional $57,493 and eliminate any
tax increase.

“It would be historic,” Willow
Avenue resident Bruce Paterson
said, being first to offer the sug-
gestion.

The borough has seen tax in-
creases every year since 2001,
according to Chief Financial Of-
ficer/Treasurer Sandy Bruns. This
year’s budget increase of more
than $144,000 is 1.03 percent
over 2013, the smallest hike since
2001.

Garwood posted a surplus of
$734,532 at the end of 2013,
and the adopted budget allo-
cates $468,500 of it for spending
this year.

After Mr. Paterson proposed the
idea of allocating another
$57,000, Mr. Mathieu quickly
seized upon it by offering a mo-
tion to adopt it. But he did not
receive a second – even after
two more residents implored the
council to do so. Only three resi-
dents addressed the council
about the budget, all asking for
the reduction.

Finance Chairwoman Sara
Todisco said her committee,
which also included fellow coun-
cil members Lou Petruzzelli and
Mike Martin, considered the pro-
posal but ultimately decided
against it on the recommenda-
tion of Auditor Warren Korecky.

She said was “very cautious”
about lowering the budget sur-
plus to below $266,000.

Ms. Bruns urged maintaining
the surplus as recommended in
the budget, since it often is used
as operating capital in the early
months of the year before tax
revenues are realized.

She also said surpluses are
looked upon by bond rating agen-
cies as a positive, and that a fall
sale was pending.

Another resident echoed Mr.
Paterson’s comment saying he
moved to Garwood because of
the taxes and now is considering
leaving for the same reason. Mr.
Mathieu was the only member of
council who took up the chal-
lenge. “Zero for me is not politi-
cal,” he said. “It means real things
to people’s lives.”

But Mr. Petruzzelli, who along
with Ms. Todisco is up for re-
election this fall, took exception.
“It sounds good, but I don’t want
to be so lean that we’re not able
to pay the bills,” he said.

After Councilman Bill Nierstedt
noted that any decision had po-
litical ramifications, Council Presi-
dent Ann Palmer said she did not
see the issue as political.

Ms. Todisco submitted that
popular or not, she was remain-
ing steadfast to the committee’s
recommendation. “I have to
worry about Garwood, not about
being re-elected,” she said.

The council also approved reso-
lutions setting salaries for bor-
ough employees and two appro-
priations regarding the $3.2-mil-
lion Athletic Field Complex (AFC)
by the same 5 to 1 margin.

Mr. Mathieu objected to the
salary resolution, which set com-
pensation at $126,490 for Police
Chief Bruce Underhill, $88,119
for Borough Clerk Christina

CR Passes $35 Mil. Budget; Taxes Up .56 %
flood mitigation efforts as a re-
sult of Hurricane Irene, the town-
ship has designated homes in
the municipality to be raised
above flood levels that would be
included in a grant by FEMA,
which pays 75 percent of costs.
Christine Laherty, a resident of
Edgar Avenue, which is slotted to
be elevated, asked if she is re-
sponsible to pay the two permit
fees, totaling some $7,500, that
are itemized on her bill, because
as she understood it, the permit
fees were waived. She said the
total cost of the project is
$250,000, of which she would
pay 25 percent, and the permit
fees are over and above that
cost. The mayor said he needed
to look into it, but in order to get
reimbursed by FEMA, the permit
fees had to be included in the bill.

Township Engineer Richard
Marsden, Jr. said the new lining
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