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Blue Devils Edge Chatham Lady Laxers, 11-9
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

GL Highlanders Shutout Baesball Cougars, 6-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17

balance. He was able to throw the
fastball to both sides. They had timely
hitting. They deserved to win,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Dennis McCaffrey
said.

The 8-1 Cougars’ two hits came off
the bat of leadoff hitter Tommy Trot-
ter, who rapped a single to right-
center in the first inning and a single
to left in the sixth. Frohman’s walk
was to Mike Gamba.

“If you are going to give up two
hits, you want to give up two hits to
the best guy. That’s what Trotter is.
Trotter has been an outstanding player
his entire career here. I am happy that
we got the ‘W’ today,” Coach Roof
said.

The 7-1 Highlanders finished with
six hits and cleanup hitter Tom Lynch
proved to be the Cougars’ most for-
midable foe at the plate. Lynch ham-
mered a booming leadoff double in
the second inning and added a lined
RBI single to right field in the fourth,
before being hit by pitches in his
remaining two at-bats.

“He’s the hottest hitter I have ever
seen. He’s got to be like 10 for his last
10, and they all are just crushed balls.
He’s one of the best hitters I have ever
seen. We were definitely out here to
prove something today, and it is al-
ways good to do it against Cranford,”
Frohman said.

“He’s a solid player. I think, com-
ing into the game, he’s hitting over
.700, again against all top-quality

arms. He’s another kid, who has
worked very hard at his game. He
deserves everything he gets,” Coach
Roof said.

Cougar starting pitcher Pat Knight
was also performing quite well until
he ran into difficulty in the top of the
sixth. Prior to that, he allowed only
one run on two hits in the fourth
inning to go with a yielded single in
the first and a double in the second.
Knight was relieved by Matt Ravetier
with one out in the sixth and finished
with seven strikeouts, while walking
two and hitting two batters and al-
lowing five hits.

In that fourth inning, Frohman
chopped a leadoff single and, later,
his pinch runner Dan Wolfish scored
on Lynch’s vicious shot to right. The
sixth inning ended up with five High-
landers trampling home plate and it

began with an error at short. With
Barron Natelli on first, Lynch ab-
sorbed a fastball to the back. Pat
Mahoney slashed an RBI single to
right and John Tedesco walked to
load the bases, setting up Ravetier’s
arrival to the mound.

With the infield in, Vic Candeloro
plopped a two-run single between
first and second then Nick DeSarno
laid down an RBI sacrifice bunt. The
fifth Highlander scored on a throw-
ing error.

“Pat threw a good game. They had
a 1-0 lead in the fourth inning. They
had two hits in one inning, and we
didn’t. Then we didn’t make a couple
of plays and they had timely hitting.
That’s how you win in high school
baseball,” Coach McCaffrey said.
Gov. Livingston 000 105 0 6
Cranford 000 000 0 0

willing to take risks,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Sam Warner said.

Senior attacker Alexis Kardias led
the Blue Devils with four goals and
an assist. Freshman Hannah Liddy
notched three goals and an assist, and
junior Sam Paoletti netted three goals.
Senior midfielder Anna Tanji, who
scooped several ground balls and
made several tide-turning intercep-
tions, had one goal. Weisse also con-
tributed an assist.

Much attention was given to Cou-
gar Bridget Ballard, who scored both
of her goals in the first half, before
the Blue Devils put the squeeze on
her. Kristen Matarano and Maddie
Bowes each had a pair of goals, while
Maggie O’Neill, Emily Windgate and
Morgan Sullivan each added one.

“We knew No. 16, Bridget, was a
great dodger and she’s a great feeder.
We were able to put some of our great
match-ups on her like Alyssa [Cox]
and Mary [Randazzo], so we were
able to take away some of those
dodges,” Coach Warner said.

The instability of the first half,
caused Coach Warner to rotate four
girls on the draw controls.

“I had a number of kids doing the
draws. It’s finding the right combina-
tion against their girls. Sometimes
you have a height mismatch. As we

changed our draws, we changed our
girls in the circle as well. I think it
took me a half to find out what was
the best. They had some really good
attackers that I just had to make sure
I wasn’t uneven on them. We were
able to figure it out in the second half
and that’s why we were able to domi-
nate the draws,” Coach Warner said.

Seniors Mary Randazzo and Tanji,
Paoletti and Liddy shared duties on
the draw.

“The four of them really were in a
nice rotation. They are all so different
that it is nice to be able to pick and
choose,” Coach Warner said.

Ballard, Matarano and Windgate,
respectively, scored the first three
goals before Kardias slammed in an
overhead shot and Liddy followed
with an underhanded shuffle to make
the score, 3-2, with 14:00 left in the
first half. After Ballard and Kardias
each added their second goals, the
Blue Devils received a red card and
the Cougars scored three straight
goals to grab a 7-3 lead.

“One of our defenders is out with
the flu. A defender got a red card, so
I took one of my midfielders, Gwyn
[Devin], into defensive end and she
came up huge. I think we got a little
rattled, but it took us a little while to
relax and trust each other’s backs,”

Coach Warner said.
From there, the Blue Devils took

control. Kardias assisted Paoletti with
3:52 on the clock. Liddy scored unas-
sisted a minute later then Tanji, on
Liddy’s assist, made the score, 7-6,
with 0:04 left.

“I trust my team, bottom line. If my
draw control girls are not there to
help me, my defense is there and we
create turnovers,” Weisse said.

Paoletti on a stuff, Liddy on
Weisse’s long toss assist and Kardias
on a wraparound, respectively, scored
unanswered goals to give the Blue
Devils a 9-7 lead. Sullivan scored,
but Paoletti answered. Bowes scored,
but Kardias netted her fourth goal to
finalize the scoring.
Chatham 7 2 9
Westfield 6 5 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

STICKING VERY CLOSE TO A COUGAR...Blue Devil defender Shelby Taylor, No. 22, sticks very close to Chatham
Cougar Bridget Ballard at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield on April 21. The Blue Devils defeated Chatham, 11-9.

GYMNASTICS CHAMPIONS...With the help of Alex Bubnov of Fanwood and
Paul Rizkalla Jr. of Westfield, The University of Michigan men’s gymnastics
team captured its sixth NCAA title on April 11, becoming the first UM program
to win back-to-back national championships in 44 years. Alex and Paul grew up
and trained together at Surgents Elite Gymnastics.

Cougar Netmen Beat
McNair Boys, 3-2

The Cranford High School boys
tennis team defeated McNair, 3-2, on
April 16. Hunter Remley defeated
Nico Lagrana, 6-4, 7-5, at second
singles. Alex Levy and Todd Sweeney
defeated Jan Miranda and Nilay Vora,
6-2, 6-0, at first doubles. Dave
Weichert and Phil Halek stopped
Lorenzo Encarnacion and Chris
Pabin, 2-6, 6-2, 6-4, at second doubles.

Softball Bears Stop
Lady Cougars, 6-4

The David Brearley High School
softball team defeated the Cranford
Cougars, 6-4, in Cranford on April
17. Allie Verrilli doubled, singled and
had two RBI for the 2-7 Cougars.
Maggie McKay and Jillian Skalski
each added an RBI.
Brearley 003 020 1 6
Cranford 102 100 0 4
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