
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, April 24, 2014 Page 15

Comeback Earns Raiders ‘Cole’s Cup’ Victory
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devils Score in Seventh, Nip Bulldogs, 3-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13
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run. I had confidence in Matty com-
ing in on that situation,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Bob Brewster said.

“At the end of the inning, Brew told
me that I should swing a bat, so I
knew I was coming in to pinch hit. I
was waiting for it the whole game. I
went up there, wasn’t really that ner-
vous. Then I saw the first pitch I liked
and got a nice hit on it. It was a
fastball down low and I hit it right up
the middle,” Catanzaro said.

“That was big. We weren’t hitting
well lately. That hit by Matt was huge.
It got my energy up to get out there
and win,” Bunting said.

On April 9, Bunting was engaged
in a pitchers’ duel with Ethan Frohman
on “The Hill” at Berkeley Heights.
Bunting allowed just four hits, while
striking out eight and walking none,
but two of the hits and a run came in
the first inning in the 1-0 Highlander
win. Frohman allowed just three hits,

while fanning seven and walking
none. Against the 8-1 Bulldogs,
Bunting’s counterpart on the mound
was Tom Walsh, who proved to be
very stingy also.

“That game their pitcher was spot
on and Walsh today was too, but
today we got the big hit and that was
the difference,” Bunting said.

Both pitchers gave up six hits, but
Bunting recorded nine strikeouts, while

Walsh recorded two. Both pitchers liked
to work in several off-speed pitches.

“I struggle with it sometimes, but
the last pitch was a curveball, and that
was what I struck him out on,” Bunting
said.

Chris Arena had two of the Blue
Devils’ hits and scored once. Matt
Storcks faded an RBI double and
Anthony Perconte singled and scored.
Joe Juliano got the best of Bunting
with a double and two singles, while
scoring once. Alec Marcantonio had
an RBI single and Ryan Fitzpatrick
scored a run and singled.

Both runs Bunting yielded were
unearned. In the bottom of the first,
Juliano tapped a two-out single. Next
came an error at third that allowed
Juliano to reach third, then
Marcantonio dribbled an RBI single
over third base. In the second inning,
Fitzpatrick, who was hit-by-a-pitch,
found himself on third with two outs.

Mike DePalma’s grounder to short
was muffed, and Fitzpatrick skipped
home.

The Blue Devils’ first run came in
the third. Perconte poked a single to

left, stole second and scored on Storcks’
fading double toward the leftfield line.
In the fourth, “Small Ball” called.
Arena dropped a single into right-
center, stole second and sped to third
on Chris Hogge’s sac bunt. After
Robertshaw’s infield popup was
dropped, DoCampo laid down a suc-
cessful squeeze bunt to score Arena.

“We had squeeze on on the first
pitch, but they called timeout and
brought everybody out on the field.
So I said, ‘Ah! I better take it off.’ But
I said, ‘Let’s squeeze right away.’
That’s our second squeeze this year.
Until we start knocking runs in, we
will do that a few times, because I
have confidence in every kid bunting,”
Coach Brewster explained.

Bunting managed to work himself
out of a jam in the fifth after giving up
a leadoff double to Juliano and then
again in the sixth after the leadoff
batter reached safely on an error.

“To his credit, he didn’t back down,
kept working hard and he got better
and better as the game went on. He
fell behind a number of times on 2-0
counts but battled back every time.
It’s very apropos. He’s a Bulldog! He
can get it to the plate when he needs
to,” Coach Brewster said.

Robertshaw’s leadoff double in the
seventh hobbled right over third base.
After Catanzaro bounced his RBI
single, he eventually advanced to third
on a balk call, but Bulldog
centerfielder Marcantonio recorded
the third out with a diving catch. In
the Bulldog seventh, Juliano looped a
leadoff single, but a pop out to center
and two straight strikeouts preserved
the Blue Devils’ victory.

“We made little mistakes here and
there, but fortunately, we had a pitcher
got us out of it today,” Coach Brewster
said.
Westfield 001 100 1 3
Dayton 110 000 0 2

goal a little more that two minutes
later. Nizolak (Ericson assist) gave
the Raiders a 2-1 lead then Halpin
scored on a wraparound goal. With
0:01 left, Charos scored with Garrity
on the assist. Due to very stubborn
goalkeeping only one score occurred
in the second quarter and that came
off an underhand toss from Ballas
with 0:12 on the clock that was fol-
lowed by Weber’s penalty.

The seesaw battle continued into
the third quarter where Kutzer and
Hurley scored within a span of two
minutes to give the Cougars a 5-3
lead. Charos assisted Gordon on his
second goal then Halpin scored off a
rebound. Walker made the score, 6-5,
with his goal. The Gordon-to-Gibson
connection early in the fourth quarter
tied the score then Mark Christiano
and Colucci put the Cougars seem-
ingly in the driver’s seat.

Trailing, 8-6, Ericson scored on a
rebound with 1:03 on the clock in
regulation then with 37 seconds re-

maining, Gordon intercepted a Cou-
gar pass and sped into Cranford terri-
tory, giving Coach Miceli the opportu-
nity to call a timeout with 0:29 left.
Ericson then set up Gibson, who scored
with 10 seconds remaining, eventu-
ally forcing the game into overtime.

“There was a timeout taken, and
we said, ‘look at it! There is 1:18 left.
We had to do it for Cole.’ I would have
liked them to play like that the whole
game, but better late than never,”
Coach Miceli said.

In the highly spirited game, Gor-
don reached a milestone with his
100th career score.

“That assist from Gabe Gibson gave
me the 100. I played with a bunch of
these kids. I played with Brian Halpin
over the summer. Today was a real
team win. We did it for cancer. We did
it for Colin. It was really close the
whole time. We were scrambling a
little bit. Cole gave us that motivation
to win it at the end,” Gordon said.

Then the magic moment came and

Charos stuffed in the winner.
“I might have hit the game winner,

but overall that was a team win. I
would not have been in that situation
without Gabe Gibson and another
senior midfielder hitting those two
shots in the last minute of the fourth
quarter. If we didn’t get the big pos-
session by James, I wouldn’t have
been able to hit that shot. We pushed
through at the end and we came out
with the win. That was 100 percent
for Cole Weber the whole time,”
Charos said.

“Both teams really wanted to win
this. Both teams have been working
really hard and it came down to over-
time. Thank you to Kevin Charos for
the goal at the end,” Gordon said.

Weber commented, “I was praying
that he would score. I didn’t even
look at it. I closed my eyes. I couldn’t
see. Then I heard everybody yelling.
Wow!”
Cranford 2 1 3 2 0 8
Sc. Pl-Fanwd 3 0 2 3 1 9

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

KEEPING A BULLDOG CLOSE TO THE BASE...Blue Devil shortstop Matt Storcks, background, tries to keep Bulldog
pinch runner Andrew Lashuk, No. 3, close to second base in the first inning at Ruby Field in Springfield on April 17.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MAKING A BIG SAVE...Raider goalkeeper Cole Weber, No. 30, makes the save on Cougar Brendan Halpin’s, No. 22, shot
during the “Cole’s Cup” at Wexler Field in Scotch Plains on April 19.

Blue Devils Rally, Nip
Softball Highlanders
The Westfield High School soft-

ball team scored three runs in the top
of the seventh inning then held on to
claim a 5-4 victory over Governor
Livingston on April 16. Julia
Criscuolo doubled and had three RBI,
and Cali Chambliss scored three
times.
Westfield 100 010 3 5
Gov. Livingston 300 010 0 4

Blue Devils Squeeze
By Edison Nine, 3-2

Dan DoCampo did it again by lay-
ing down a suicide squeeze to score
Colin Dursee in the bottom of the
seventh inning to give the Westfield
High School baseball team a 3-2 vic-
tory over Edison at Bob Brewster, Sr.
Field in Westfield on April 19. Senior
Mike Ionta whacked a double and a
pair of singles and added an RBI.
DoCampo finished with two hits as
did Tyler Bowman. Marc Luino and
Anthony Perconte each scored a run,
and Andrew Malacrea got the win in
relief.
Edison 101 000 0 2
Westfield 100 100 1 3

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2013
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052

Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com

Westfield...Classic Colonial located on one of Westfield’s sought after streets. Welcoming entry foyer opens to the living
room adorned by a gracious archway and boasts hardwood flooring, built-in bookcases and a wood-burning fireplace, along
with access to a private office. A true banquet sized formal dining room. Sun-filled family room addition, open to the kitchen
and overlooking the private backyard, features a vaulted ceiling, a second fireplace and sliders onto the outdoor deck.
Adjacent kitchen is equipped with an ample array of wood cabinetry, center island, granite counters and Sub-Zero
refrigerator. A convenient powder room completes the first level. Continuing upstairs…the second floor is comprised of 4
bedrooms and 2 full baths, including a master en suite boasting a dressing room with two walk-in closets. Amenities include
hardwood flooring throughout, security system, finished basement, professionally landscaped property and multi-zone
CAC. Convenient to all schools, NYC commuter transportation and vibrant downtown. Offered at $829,000.
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