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IT’S MY COUNTY... Union County Freeholder Bruce Bergen, right, Union
County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich and Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi
congratulate the winners of the 2014 “My County” poster contest sponsored by
the Union County Constitutional Officers. The top winners of the contest, which
is open only to fourth graders, from second left, are: Cynthia Li (first place) from
McKinley School in Westfield, Emily Merriman (second place) from Mountain
Park School in Berkeley Heights, Riley Roder (third place) from St. Bartholomew
Academy in Scotch Plains and Ryan Hatzlhoffer (fourth place) from St. John the
Apostle Elementary School in Clark.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

GOP Members May Withdraw
Support for GWB Panel Probe

Republicans on the state legislative
committee investigating the George
Washington Bridge lane closings, i.e.
Bridgegate, said they might withdraw
their support of the probe if Democrats
continue to keep them out of the loop,
according to a Star-Ledger report.

Assembly Minority Leader Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield) said his mem-
bers will hold a conference call to have a
“very serious discussion” on what must
happen for Democrats to continue to call
the probe a bipartisan effort.

Asm. Bramnick told The Ledger that
GOP members feel as though they are con-
sulted only after the decisions have been
made by Democrats. “My concern is and the
concern of my members is, we don’t want
the public thinking this is a bipartisan com-
mittee when in reality it’s (committee chair-
man) John Wisniewski’s committee.”

In response, Mr. Wisniewski said, “I’m
frustrated that publicly they’re saying
this, but behind closed doors there seems
to be a different air. I can’t sit here and
today tell you that they have made any
recommendation on a direction on how
this committee should proceed other than
implying that we’ve done enough and it’s
time to move on.”

He added that, as minority members,
Republicans would never have full control.

GWB Probe Committee Billed
$525,000 by Attorneys

Attorneys for the legislative commit-
tee investigating the George Washington
Bridge lane diversion controversy have
so far billed more $525,000 for work
performed through the first two months
of the year, NJ.com has reported.

Jenner and Block, the firm hired by the
committee to aid in the investigation and
the issuance of subpoenas, has billed just
over $485,000 for work performed
through February 28. In addition, attor-
ney Leon Sokol has billed the Legislature
more than $40,000 for his work.

The committee is paying Mr. Schar
$350 an hour for his work, a little over
half what the state paid attorney Randy
Mastro of Gibson, Dunn and Crutcher,
for his work investigating the bridge con-
troversy on behalf of the Christie admin-
istration, nj.com reported.

Mastro’s firm charged the state $650
an hour. The cost of that investigation has
been estimated at least $1 million.

Christie Names Seton Law
School Dean as Ombudsperson
Governor Chris Christie has named

Seton Hall Law School Dean Patrick
Hobbs to the newly-created position of
Ombudsperson for the Office of the Gov-
ernor. Dean Hobbs will serve as an inde-
pendent resource to the Office of the
Governor and serve as an impartial outlet
for employees to raise concerns.

The Governor is also eliminating the Of-
fice of Legislative and Intergovernmental
Affairs previously led by Bridget Anne Kelly,
the deputy chief of staff who sent the “Time
for some traffic problems in Fort Lee” e-
mail, which has become a key communica-
tion in the George Washington Bridge lane
closings scandal, The Record has reported.

The changes were recommended in a
report by the law firm Gov. Christie hired,
Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher, to look into his
office’s involvement in the lane closures.

Mr. Hobbs, who will continue to serve
as dean at Seton Hall, said he will use the
ombudsman job to make sure employees
in the governor’s office are aware of their
ethical responsibilities and to improve
the functioning of the office.

The expanded Office of Community and
Constituent Relations – which previously
managed constituent concerns — will as-
sume the intergovernmental affairs functions.

Mr. Hobbs is resigning as chairman of
the New Jersey State Commission on
Investigation, a post he was appointed to
in 2004 by former Governor James
McGreevey. The commission investigates
organized crime and government corrup-
tion, fraud and waste.

Allen Proposes Eliminating
Real Estate Transfer Fee

State Sen. Diane Allen (R-7th,
Burlington) plans to introduce legisla-
tion that would repeal realty transfer fees,
fees paid when selling a home. She plans
to introduce the bill this Monday, April
28, according to a Star-Ledger report.The
fees are the seventh-largest source of tax
revenue for New Jersey, producing $287
million in the current state budget and
$325 million in the budget that takes
effect in July.  Governor Chris Christie has
said he would sign such a measure if it
reaches his desk.

Jeff Tittel, president of the New Jersey
Sierra Club, told The Ledger he opposes
the legislation, saying the money from
the fee pays for the state’s dune and beach
replenishment program.

Quattrocchi Discusses First
Term, Upcoming Primary

By BRIAN TRUSDELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – After three-and-a-half
years as mayor of Garwood, Pat
Quattrocchi feels she has spent much of
them getting the borough, incorporated
just after the turn of the 20th century, into
the 21st century.

Replacing a 30-year-old phone sys-
tem, upgrading the borough’s’s computer
system and re-launching a website may
seem like routine changes. But they are
revolutionary for Garwood, she says.

“I’ve been busy in my term, I have to
say,” said Mrs. Quattrocchi, who is seek-
ing another four years as the borough’s
chief administrator. “Things have
changed since my first term on the coun-
cil 14 years ago. Residents have easy
access via the Internet. Frequently, at
least once a week, I get a question or have
someone seeking assistance. I try to get
them the best person to talk to, get them
information, or put them in touch with
who they need.”

Mrs. Quattrocchi touts that since she is
retired, she is able to devote her full time
to being mayor, which was critical during
Hurricane Irene and “Superstorm” Sandy,
when she spent 10 days, with her hus-
band, John, knocking on doors of older
residents.

“We don’t have big social services,”
she said. “We’re trying to do the best we
can.”

Regardless, Mrs. Quattrocchi is facing
a challenge in the Tuesday, June 3 Re-
publican Primary Election from Sal
Piarulli, who has questioned her leader-
ship. He has said council meetings are
like watching his four children squabble.

Mrs. Quattrocchi counters by saying
that Mr. Piarulli, whom she met once at
the borough’s Easter Egg hunt, does not
often attend the full council meetings,
and that as a non-voting mayor (except
in cases of tie votes), she has limited
authority.

But it highlights the most vexing
issue for the Republican Mrs.
Quattrocchi: a Democratic-controlled
six-member council on which one of
two Republicans challenges her repeat-
edly.

Jim Mathieu, who ran with Mrs.
Quattrocchi in 2010 and won re-elec-
tion to his seat in November, has been
her most vocal critic.

Mrs. Quattrocchi said her split with
Mr. Mathieu began eight months after
their election and has simply escalated.
Mr. Mathieu, Mrs. Quattrocchi and the
council were sued by Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma over salary issues
and “intimidation and harassment.”

She said that because of the lawsuit
she has been advised by the borough
attorney not to assign Mr. Mathieu,
whom she referred to as a “teabagger,”
to any committee or task that includes
working with Ms. Ariemma.

“The police chief will not work with
him. I tried to put him on the recreation
committee, that didn’t work, either,”
Mrs. Quattrocchi said. “This narrows
[my] ability to put him some place.”

Mr. Mathieu sees the issue as ideo-
logical.

“For me, there is not any personal
animosity,” he said. “She spends and
taxes like a Democrat. As I go door-to-
door for the Republican Primary, people
want to move on from the smashmouth
politics of the Quattrocchis, both of
them. Garwood deserves better.”

John Quattrocchi is not only Mrs.
Quattrocchi’s husband, but the
Garwood Republican Committee chair-
man.

Personal or political, Mrs. Quattrocchi
admits her conflict with Mr. Mathieu has
had an impact.

“We feel like we’re being hit on two
fronts, not being given a chance to do
what we intended to do,” she said. “I
don’t know what else I can say.”
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Cranford Zoning Bd. OK’s
Drive-Through Starbucks

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – The board of adjust-
ment approved an application Monday
evening for a drive-through Starbucks
restaurant at 345 North Avenue East in
Cranford.

 During a three-hour application hear-
ing, Frontier Developers, LLC, the appli-
cant, sought approval to erect the coffee
establishment at the corner of North Av-
enue and Elizabeth Avenue in the Gate-
way area, just 600 feet from the exit of the
Garden State Parkway. The application
was continued from a March meeting.

The proposal called for a drive-through
operation with a walk-up window. The
entrance will be on the North Avenue side
and cars will exit on the Elizabeth Avenue
side. Customers can make a left and will be
able to turn onto North Avenue at the
intersection, which is close by. Because
the lot, which had been vacant for some
years, is in an O-2 zone (a mix of residen-
tial, commercial and industrial), a number
of variances were sought, including to
permit a drive-through restaurant.

Project engineer Keith Cahill told the
board that the restaurant is to be 526
square feet with a sidewalk surrounding
the perimeter. He said there will be 84.1
percent of impervious coverage sur-
rounded by a fence that will be six feet
high along the sides and back of the prop-
erty. In the area near the sidewalks the
fence will drop to four feet, he said. He
also said there will only be five parking
places for employees. Mr. Cahill said that
three to four employees were expected to
work per shift. He also said that there will
be various plantings and shrubbery added
to the lot to make it more attractive and that
there will not be indoor service or seating.

Fred Rauch, who has owned and oper-
ated the Dairy Queen on North Avenue
for the past 24 years, objected to the lack
of parking if the walk-up window was

approved. He said his property is adja-
cent to 345 North Avenue.

“If there is no customer parking spaces,
customers will park in my parking area,
which has only 35 spaces,” Mr. Rauch told
the board. He said that he loses five spaces
to customers of Dunkin’ Donuts, and with
the walk-up window at Starbucks, he was
sure he would lose another five spaces.

Robyn Goddard, Starbucks’ design
manager, told the board that the building
would be in the colonial traditional de-
sign. Directional signs and logos would
be tasteful, she said. The lighting would
for the property is to be modified so as not
to be intrusive to the nearby residential
properties, she said.

Traffic planner John McDonogh told
the board that the restaurant will be a
good use of the now barren property and
would be for the public good.

Board member Bob Bovasso made a
motion to approve the application without
the walk-up window. It was seconded by
William Montanni. More discussion ensued
before the motion was passed at 11 p.m.

Sun Tavern Closes;
Contents Be Sold

FANWOOD — The Sun Tavern, a
landmark in the borough, closed its doors
last week after going bankrupt, nj.com has
reported. The South Avenue restaurant
closed after a bankruptcy auction failed to
attract buyers willing to meet the mini-
mum $2-million starting bid. During an
auction in bankruptcy court, NJ.com re-
ported that the license, building and all
contents would be auctioned off sepa-
rately in a sale at the tavern.

The late Kenneth Duda purchased the
property in 1999. He had also owned Sun
Taverns in Union and Roselle Park. The
Union restaurant was sold, but the Roselle
Park restaurant is now run by his daugh-
ter, Kristine McCrone.

Bramnick: Wisniewski-Led
GWB Probe Is Partisan

TRENTON — Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield)
said that voices around the country agree
with Republican concerns that the bipar-
tisan committee on the investigation of
lanes on the Fort Lee approach to the
George Washington Bridge led by As-
semblyman John Wisniewski (D-18,
Sayreville) is partisan.

“There has been no evidence that Chris
Christie had any involvement in the clos-
ing of lanes at the bridge,” Asm. Bramnick
said. “Everyone would like to know all of
the facts as to why the lanes were closed.
None of us want the future of New Jersey
politics to be ‘politicians investigating
politicians.’ If partisan investigations
dominate the New Jersey Legislature, the
cycle of distrust will never end.”

The following are observers who agree
that Chairman Wisniewski’s committee

is not bipartisan:
Chuck Todd (NBC News): “Demo-

crats made a mistake with the overly
partisan makeup of the committee. It
should be 50-50 so it has political cred-
ibility.” (MSNBC Morning Joe – Jan. 13,
2014).

Stuart Rothenberg – “The Christie in-
vestigation – from inquiry to lynching.”
(Roll Call – Jan. 15, 2014).

David Gergen – “As the public con-
cludes this is just about politics, this is not
about the truth, it’s a way to smear Christie
and it could backlash.” (CNN – Ander-
son Cooper – Jan. 16, 2014).

Scott Conroy – “New Jersey Demo-
cratic leaders have been eager to offer
worst case scenarios for how investiga-
tions into this episode might play out
for Chris Christie.” (Real Clear Poli-
tics).

Bracco, Renwick Get
Christie Appointments

TRENTON — Governor Chris Christie
has appointed Danielle Bracco of
Westfield to the state Council on Educa-
tional Opportunity for Military Children.
In addition, Westfield High School Prin-
cipal Peter D. Renwick of West Orange
has been appointed a public member of
the Education Commission of the States.
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